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D^ct  Mom^  Dad  and  Kisk, 

l!hank  you  so  aoch  for  your  very  good  and  very 
Melcome   letter*  I  think  it  arrived  earlier 
tlum  X  received  it «  as  I  only  diecovered 
yesterday  where  the  aiail  is  left*  Glad  to 
hear  the  river  boat  picked  up  the  rushed 
letter  written  on  the  '♦Atlantic" • 

Yesterday  %ie  took  a  beautiful  drive  out  to 
BheifiKs  to  see  the  faaous  cathedral  there*  I 
emit  you  s<Hae  jKmtc7[r^,fr€m  there  which  v±ll 
likely  arrive  soon*  I  dcm*t  know  it  they  go 
ainaadll  or  not*  We  case  back  by  way  of 
Soisscms*  The   ccmntryside  is  lovely  just 
now*  It  seeoe  to  be  a  very  rich  section  out 
that  %iayt  the  land  I  mean*  They  grow  a  lot 
of  sugar  beets  and  potat^«  both  of  which  loc^ 
to  be  a  good  crop* 

So  far  I  haven't  visited  too  siuch  of  Paris 
itself*  You  seethere  are  s<»oe  Canadian  and 
Asierican  ladSf  all  priests  t  here  now  ytho  have 
rented  a  car  for  the  summer  and  are  touring 
the  ccmntry*  ^ley  are  very  kindly  taking  me 
into  their  company*  ^Iliis  af tezTioon  five  of 
us  are  setting  out  for  a  trip  to  Lourdes*  and 
we  are  going  by  way  of  Lisieux*  St*  Michelt 
St*  MalOt  etc*  down  alcmg  the  west  coaist  of 
France*  1*11  keep  you  posted  as  we  go  along* 
I  shall  return  to  Paris  from  Lourdes  after 
four  or  five  dayst  ^^  the  others  are  going 
on  into  Spain  and  Portugal  and  then  over  to 
Italy*  I  i&ould  be  a  lovely  drive* 

Am  feeling  fine  and  making  an  ef f i^'t  to  get 
(mto  this  French  wine*  They  say  it*s  good, 
but  Just  at  present  I*d  take  a  cup  of  teac 
before  it.  Will  certainly  pray  for  you  all 
at  Lourdes  and  that  goes  for  all  acquaintances 
in  the  parish* 


Septesdber  17,  1953  2 

Dear  KoSt  IJad  and  Kink, 

I  hoped  I  would  hare  tine  to  vrite  you  a 
sizeable  letter  but  again  I  have  only  a  ainute 
before  setting  off  again* 

We  reached  Lourdes  Wednesday  afternoon*  What 
a  beautiful  place  of  prayer!  It*s  hard  to 
leave  it# 

The  fellov^  talked  se  into  accospanying  thes 
on  their  trip  l^iru  Spain*  So  if  I  &ai  get  a 
visa  to  enter  the  country,  I  vill  go  along* 
We  are  going  to  the  toun  of  VaxL   this  noming 
where  I  %rill  tary  to  get  the  peroit*  The  trip 
so  far  has  been  grand*  Will  write  you  later* 


Wednesday,  September  23«  19?3*  Fatioa,  Portugali 

Bear  K<»,  Dad^  and  Kink, 

Here  we  are  at  Our  Zady^s  Shrine  at  Fatina* 
We  arrived  about  3  p*b*  yesterday  afternoon 
«»les^  cloudless  sky  •  sc^ething  rare  here, 
ttey  aay,  for  it  rains  a  great  deal*  We  were 
able  to  get  rooms  at  a  Seminary  where  I  am 
wdting  this  now*  One  of  the  novices,  a  lad 
f^rom  (Hasgew,  Seetlai»i,  took  us  around  to  all 
the  different  places  of  interest*  We^w  and 
met  the  parents  of  two  of  the  three  little 
children  9  Francisco  and  «^acinta«  lliey  are  a 
verjT  humble  and  patieit  old  couple,  and  did 
not  seem  to  mind  us  as  %fe  took  pictures  of 
them*  %e  parents  of  Lucy,  the  girl  who  is 
now  a  Carmelite  nun  in  Cdabra,  I^tu^Bil,  are 
dead*  But  we  met  Lucy*s  sister  who  showed  us 
about  the  house*  The  showing  about  didn^t 
take  very  long  for  the  house  is  about  as 
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humble  a  dwelling  as  you  could  iisagixie*  We 
went  to  the  roek  where  the  angel  appeared  to 
the  three  ehildrmi  in  1916  and  then  to  the 
spot  where  Our  Lady  appeared  <m  August  19 
of  1917*  ^^  mBin  place  of  the  apparitions  t 
however,  is  near  the  basilica*  A  little 
chapel  w&%^l  itf  where  we  all  said  Mass  this 
iTOxH^Uig*  I  offered  sine  for  your  sanctific--' 
ation,  i*e*  Moa  and  Dad*  the  whole  faisiljt 
relatives* 

Ve  are  leaving  Fatiaa  this  af  temo<m  and  hope 
to  stay  in  Lisbon  tcni^t*  I  have  been  end- 
ing you  a  p<»tcard  at  intervals  t  under  funny 
circumstances  sone  times «  such  as  writing  them 
while  driving  along  and  sailing  th«B  on  the 
rtm. 

Would  like  to  sake  this  longer^  as  I  pr<»dsed 
in  the  last  letter,  but  once  again  I^ra  in  a 
hurry*  WiU  certainly  write  at  greater 
length  froB  Paris* 


36t  rue  (^illeainott  Paris  XlVne,  Franee* 
9tes*  Oct*  6  1993 

Dear  Kink« 

First  of  all  I  want  to  thank  you  aost  sincerely 
for  your  m<»t  welcome  letters,  written  Septem- 
ber 9  and  17  respectively*  It  is  i^mderful 
to  get  n<nrfs  from  hcaae  and  all  the  more  so 
ri^t  now  since  I»ve  been  deprived  of  it 
entirely  for  three  vmekB  or  more*  If  ever 
you  have  other  spare  mesiots  and  feel  so  in* 
cUned  you  will  do  me  a  great  favour  by 
%friting. 


October  6,  1953  % 

We  got  back  to  Paris  f rcHS  our  Spaln-PortngBLL 
trip  about  9  P^b*  Sunday »  October  ^*  How 
good  it  was  to  see  a  pile  of  letters  awaiting 
ae  «  yoor  own  two^  four  froa  aother  (and  an« 
other  arrived  Just  yesterday  aoiming)*  <me 
frcm  Lou  and  Jean«  seven  frcm  ms  confreres 
in  Toronto  9  and  (me  fr^i  a  friend  in  London  ^ 
as  well  as  a  card  from  table  partners  of 
Glasgow  idiose  acquaintance  I  oade  on  the  way 
over*  You  can  iaagine  what  a  grand  time  I 
had  reading  each  of  theis  carefully  and  in  the 
order  in  \^iich  they  were  4ated«  Letters  are 
good  at  all  times «  but  they  seem  to  take  on 
a  special  significance  wh^i  the^fc^oe  fr<»B  afar* 

Tour  account  of  the  Wheatley^s  first  visit 
was  very  c<»dcal,  althou^  I  guess  it  didn't 
se^i  so  at  the  time*  I'm  very  mxre   they  en«» 
j^red  it  all«  thou^,  even  if  the  kids  were 
unable  to  make  a%i^y  with  as  much  as  they 
willed*  Such  a  situation  as  that  never  locks 
half  so  disastrous  to  the  guests  as  to  the 
hostess.  Horn  teUs  me  in  her  last  letter  that 
you  were  having  a  return  matchf  as  it  were^ 
and  no  doubt  it  came  off  more  according  to 
plan*  There  are  s<MBe  things  we  jizst  can't 
figure  out  in  advance  ^  psurticularly  so  wh^i 
they  c<»Be  on  one  as  a  surprise  eh? 

X  am  sorry  to  hear  Michael  has  not  been  well 
and  sincerely  hope  he  feels  better  now«  ITell 
him  not  to  worry  about  missing  school*  From 
idiat  I  c<Hild  judge  in  the  little  reading 
lesson  we  held  together  one  nig^t  at  his  home 
he  is  miles  ahead  of  where  I  was  after  one 

of  school  (with  all  due  respect  due  Hiss 


Droogan  and  M.ss  Shaimom)* 

How  is  Margaret?  Something  tells  me  she  would 
like  to  be  back  helping  with  the  cottage*  But 
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ma  you  say  o^  is  safer  where  she  is^  and 
good  e<»^paziy  too*  I*m  keeping  a^r  eye  peeled 
for  soae  little  thing  in  the  shop  windoim 
over  here  that  she  might  like.  Nerer  having 
d<xie  nach  shopping  for  ladies,  I  don't  8e«i 
to  have  soch  ^ciUf  but  however  •••! 

Ky  rocs  here  is  still  in  a  frigjitf^  state 
of  disorder.  I  hope  to  get  it  strai|^t«Eied 
iR»ewhat  by  the  end   of  th±B  veA.     Registration 
at  the  SGrhogme  begins  October  20*  In  the 
aaan  tiae  there  is  a  orientation  course  being 
offered  %diieh  I  aay  sit  in  on  if  they  will 
permit*  It  began  last  Friday* 

Ve  are  living  in  a  pari^  house.  Father  Dick 
Donovan  and  I,  but  you  %rould  hardly  recognize 
it  as  sucht  at  least  froa  the  el^t^ior*  It 
is  very  large  and  looks  nore  like  an  apart- 
iMsnt  building*  Sone  day  the  sun  is  just  ri^t 
I  will  take  a  picture  of  it  and  send  it  along* 
Stery thing  is  very  different,  and  in  so  aaay 
tm^s   it  is  difficult  to  ^auaerate  thea*  I 
guess  it  is  Just  the  difference  between  the 
Old  and  New  World* 


Bi^t  now  the  weather  is  fairly  warn  throng- 
out  the  day,  but  quite  cool  at  ni^^t*  Soae 
flowers  are  blo<»Bing  in  the  parks,  although 
not  in  such  profusion  as  in  southern  Spain* 
In  Seville,  Cidis,  Malaga,  (]branada,  etc*  it 
was  just  like  aid  sunaer*  llie  day  we  drove 
along  the  Mediterranean  %re  were  teapted  to  go 
in  swiaaing,  the  sun  was  so  strong*  But  by 
aaking  mention  of  Spain^s  flower  gardens,  I 
don't  mean  to  say  the  country  as  a  vdiole  is 
mare   fertile*  ^e  fact  is  that  tbat  we  saw 
of  it  was  extremely  desert-like  and  aountain-» 
ous,  and  we  saw  a  fairly  good-sized  x>art  fi 
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Borgos  across  to  Sulawmca^  from  Seville 
doim  to  the  south ^  up  to  the  centre  at  Madridf 
and  over  eaist  to  Barcelona*  The  irarlcable 
sections  were  very  small  and  few.  Botf  tiie 
Spanish  sake  a  living  is  beyond  mm^ 

Ve  could  see  a  oeurked  difference  vhe  ve 
finally  got  thrmi^  the  Pyr«ieefi  into  France 
on  the  return  trip*  The  %ihole  cf  western 
Francot  vfhich  we  travelled  through  <si  the  way 
cUiwnt  and  the  southern  central  section  up  to 
^aris  idiich  we  covered  eovijig  ba^t  ^  * 
veritable  Gard«i  of  £dai  coiBpared  to  Spain* 
iBt  I  will  say  this  in  Spsdn^s  favor«  that  they 
seen  to  have  the  fsdth  very  strongly  and  here 
they  surely  take  precednece  awer  France*  We 
said  ItaBB  every  womiwg  in  a  different  church 
and  city  throughout  Spain,  and  every  morning 
there  was  v^iat  I  considered  a  real  croini  of 
people  for  a  weekday*  And  aw»g  these  people 
were  not  a  few  young  sen  and  weaeny  teenagers* 
Xt  ssern  to  ae  if  the  youth  are  at  MasSf  the 
rest  are  there  too*  And  those  in  attendance 
w^it  to  CcHsnunion  alaost  to  a  person*  I  guess 
the  seiaories  of  the  Reds*  atrocities  are 
still  fre£^  in  their  mind* 

Veil  Kinkt  I  could  go  on  for  pages  telling 
you  of  escperiences  of  the  last  mcmth*  Per- 
haps throu^out  the  letters  to  follow  it  will 
all  come  out*  I  aa  sending  the  account  of 
the  trip  across  the  ocean  today  by  ordinary 
mail*  Don't  worry  about  mj  state  here*  I  mi 
feeling  fine,  thank  God,  and  gradually  (very 
gradually)  acquiring  a  taste  for  the  **vin 
ordinaire"*  I  have  a  little  gas  burner  in  sgr 
rocHn,  so  if  you  \iant   to  send  t^i  bags  or 
canned  drinks  of  60s»  kind  they  will  be  very 
weXeoae*  I  try  to  prepare  a  little  lunch 
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about  5  P*iB*  because  supper  is  not  until  7:^3 
each  ni^t* 

F*S«  If  ytm  send  anything  over  in  a  booc  be 
marm  not  to  seal  the  box;  just  tie  it  up 
fi»ly.  Otherwise  the  duty  is  high. 


Sunday,  Oct^»er  11,  1^3 

Dear  Mob  and  Dad, 

After  all  the  vonderful  letters  you  vrote  m»^ 
¥iom^  it  is  high  tiae  I  was  sending  you  so»e 
answer*  I  ean^t  tell  you  how  good  it  was  to 
return  to  Paris  last  Sunday  ni^t  and  find  all 
that  madl  there  for  ae«  In  spite  of  the  en«» 
Jograble  trip  through  Spain  and  Portugal  and 
&Hithem  France  with  all  their  interesting 
places  and  people  Z  was  sort  of  starved  for 
news  of  you  all*  From  now  on  the  exchange 
^ould  be  Qore  regular.  I  am  glad  the  post 
earda  cure  arriving*  It^s  not  surprising,  I 
guess^  that  the  order  of  them  got  mixed  up  scHne* 
%diat»  Some  or  most  of  them  I  s«!it  s^yself  and 
mmB   I  e<mfided  to  others  to  mail;  but  all  of 
tlien  were  sent  from  different  places ,  some  of 
flhidi  were  nearer  the  ocean  ports  than  others. 
The  fellows  with  whom  I  was  travelling  kidded 
■e  to  somiB   extent  <m   that  score.  I  was  most 
of  the  time  either  writing  one  or  looking  for 
a  box  to  mail  one  already  %rritten« 

cMonday,  October  12]  I*m  afraid  the  great 
asober  of  pictures  I  took  will  not  be  so  great, 
last  Monday  I  left  in  two  rolls  to  be  developed 
just  to  try  the  shop  out,  to  see  if  they  do  a 
good  job  there,  and  <ai  returning  there  Saturday 
af  temocm  I  learned  to  i^  sorrow  that  only 
ei^t  out  of  sixteen  pictures  were  good.  I 


I 
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eouldtt^t  put  the  bljune  on  the  deTelpper  be* 
cause  the  ei^t  other  negatives  were  jet  black 
ae  the  result  of  orer  exposure*  de  clerk 
explained  to  ne^  and  I  guess  he  is  ri^t« 
that  the  Gutter  oust  have  opened  and  stayed 
open  when  the  pictures  were  taken*  Apparently 
it  works  alright  sometiaes  for  ei^t  of  th^a 
were  good,  but  other  tiiaes  it  gets  stuck  and 
floods  the  sensitive  paper  with  ligjit*  So  I 
guess  1*11  have  to  leave  it  in  and  see  what 
they  can  do*  %ere  is  a  Kodak  shop  just  down 
the  street  that  does  repair  work*  I  have  nine 
other  rolls  here  in  my  desk«  but  there  is  no 
telling  how  aany  pcitures  will  coae  cmt  of 
thea*  I  sees  to  remember  Kink  telling  oe 
that  li^t  was  getting  ij|  aome\iliere^   but  I 
thou^t  flBre  at  the  edge  of  the  film  by  reason 
of  It  not  rolling  straij^t*  l!hat  defect  I 
tried  to  reaedy  by  taking  the  f  iln  out  of  the 
eaaera  always  in  the  dark*  But  ^e  defective 
shutter^  if  that^s  what  it  is «  is  too  delicate 
a  job  for  ae  to  tackle,  though  the  Kodak  8h<^ 
should  be  able  to  handle  it  alri^t*  Hhe 
pictures  that  did  coae  out  are  q^te   good^ 
and  I  shall  have  sooe  prints  aade  froa  the 
better  ones  to  send  you* 

1!his  aoming,  Monday,  I  received  your  letter 
floa,  mailed  on  Octol^er  9^    That  is  pretty 
good  time  «h?  froa  the  9th  to  the  12th*  We're 
not  so  far  apart  after  all!  Thanks  so  ouch 
for  writing  again  and  giving  ae  all  the 
news*  I*B  sure  you  are  enjoying  the  Missioa 
Renewal!  it  is  a  tlae  of  great  graces  for  tte 
whole  parish,  and  indeed  for  the  whole  Church, 
for  your  prayers  help  out  all  the  aes^ers  of 
the  Mystical  Body  the  world  over* 


I 
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Hhat  an  enoraous  acount  of  wheat,  both  ''buek'* 
and  ^on-*bQck"«  I*ii  wondering  if  all  that  had 
to  be  bagged;  cose  to  think  of  it,  I  guess 
there  is  no  other  way  it  could  go*  What  Jobt 
Sooebody  sust  hsTe  beim  busy  just  cutting 
springs. 

Tou  were  aaklng  about  the  teiqperature  in 
1tager«  It  was  about  75  or  80  degrees  the 
day  we  were  there,  and  the  Arab  that  showed 
us  around  the  city  said  it  stayed  that  way  all 
the  year  round*  I  don^t  know  if  he  was  spoof- 
ing us  or  not;  perhaps  Aust  could  Terify  or 
nullify  that  stat^Mttt*  But  it  was  lovely 
that  day,  and  px*obably  does  eseape  the  torrid 
heat  that  they  have  farther  south  by  reason 
of  the  big  Mediterranean,  or  is  it  the  Atlan- 
tic there?^  the  latter,  I  guess,  since  OSanger 
is  west  of  Gibraltar* 

And  as  for  the  Spani^  it  did  help  out  to 
soae  ^ctent*  I  didn't  feel  linguistically 
paralysed  in  Spain  or  eT«i  Portugal  where 
Portuguese  is  spdcen  but  there  they  imder- 
stand  Spanish*  The  two  are  rery  close*  But 
we  had  Flither  Gene  Malley  with  us,  a  fiasilian^ 
who  did  post  graduate  work  in  Spanish  at 
Toronto  University  and  who  bore  the  brunt  of 
asking  inquiries «  pAirchases,  etc* 

This  paper  is  very  thin*  I  hope  by  writing 
<m  both  sides  I  dcm*t  oake  both  illegible* 
Before  I  forget,  Moa«  you  can  dispose  of  that 
list  of  serial  numbers  for  the  Travellers' 
Cheques*  I  have  cashed  ti^eo  all*  The   rate 
at  present  over  here  is  about  378  francs  to 
the  dollar*  It  changes  a  bit  every  day«  but 
is  rou^ily  that* 
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1!his  awming  I  rifled  death  itself  fey  going 
out  on  my  bicycle  into  the  busiest  traff 16% 
section*  Not  having  preriously  aade  an  ap-» 
pearance  at  the  Canadian  l^tessy  I  went  up 
there  this  morning^  in  the  rain^  ^  the  wiyi 
and  from  there  proceeded  the  whole  Imgth  q£ 
the  Chaig;®  Slya^s  and  down  Boulevard  Saint 
Germain  to  get  to  a  little  street  where  there 
lives  a  translator.  Over  here  you  have  to 
have  any  f<»*eign  diplomas  translated  into 
Ft*ench  by  an   official  translator  before  they 
are  accepted  at  the  diversity  of  Paris*  So 
ay  guardian  angel  and  I  laade  our  %iay  throu^ 
a  sereaifdng  stream  of  ears,  buses^  truckst 
motorcycles  t  motor  scooters «  motor  bikes  and 
what  have  you,  tiU  we  got  to  the  desired 
places*  I  guess  after  a  few  sorties  one  ac« 
quires  more  coaifidence*  It  is  certainly  a 
hazidier  way  to  ^t  around  than  taking  the 
Metro  or  the  bus* 

You  will  be  surprised  to  hearlthat  this  after- 
noon I  got  in  cay  winter^s  wood*  Dcm^t  let 
this  scare  yout  but  our  residence  here  has  no 
central  heating*  Each  man  looks  after  his 
own  room*  So  I  have  a  little  box  stove  here 
%diich  the  priest  before  me  had.  Father  Walter 
Principe t  CSB,  (now  at  the  Seminary  in  Toronto) 
fhe  wood  is  already  cut  short  and  ^lit,  eo 
all  I  have  to  do  is  bum  it*  Although  Paris 
does  not  have  a  severe  winter,  nevertheless 
it  suffers  a  damp  coldness  which  begins  pretty 
soczi,  and  which  I  will  bend  every  effort  to 
di4^}el,  at  least  in  m^  own  room*  That*s  why 
heavy  socks  and  sweaters  and  "longies"  are  in 
otder  here  during  the  %dLnter  months*  Other- 
wise it  is  very  hard  to  study,  they  say*  Qie 
pyjamas  you  made,  Horn,  are  wonderful*  It  gets 
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quite  chilly  at  ni^t,  eTen  nov*  And  you  can 
tell  Axme  that  wool  sweater  she  gave  ae  hag 
been  on  almost  every  day,  especially  in  the 
ereniikQ  and  ooming*  I  am  pretty  veil  fixed 
for  clothes  as  a  matter  of  fact*  so  don*t  vc^rry* 

Veil  I  better  si^  off  for  today  and  get  this 
on  the  wing  your  May*  Haven't  yet  started  the 
account  of  cor  trip  by  car*  Hope  I  can  get  it 
done  before  clas^MS  start*  Hegistratic^  is 
October  20« 


Saturday^  October  2h^   19^ 

Dear  Wm^   Dad  and  Kink, 

X  aa  dating  this  Saturday  altliou^  it  is  nov 
only  Friday  ni^t  at  the  moment  of  c(»i^)06ition| 
however  it  will  be  toaorrow  before  it  gets  on 
its  way  westward*  Hope  it  finds  you  all  well* 
I  recieved  your  last  letter  of  October  l8 
y^Msterday,  Mom^  and  one  a  few  days  earlier 
from  Kink*  So  good  to  hear  from  both  of  you; 
your  letters  are  appreciated  more  then  I  can 
say*  Aust  also  wrote  me  a  good  long  one  around 
the  first  of  the  month ,  thou^  it  todk  awhile 
to  get  here,  l6  days  I  think.  It  was  none- 
theless interesting  and  welcome  for  that^  how- 
ever* Wish  I  could  answer  all  of  them  separ- 
ately but  I»m  afraid  it  will  not  be  possible, 
•specially  since  classes  are  getting  under 
%«y  socn.  I»ve  been  able  to  write  at  fair 
length  up  \intil  now  since  I  Imve  had  lots  of 
time  for  it,  but  socsi  it  %rill  be  a  case  of 
stealing  a  moe^nt  when  I  can  (which  I  pr<»aiae 
I  iriill  steal,  too,  without  fail)*  I«m  waader- 
ing  if  the  letters  I  sent  by  ordinary  nail 
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hav#  arrlTed  yet*  The  one  giving  the  account 
of  the  voyage  over  should  be  there  nov^  I 
think,  and  perhaps  the  first  "volume"  of  the 
trip  through  Spain*  Two  others  shcaild  arrive 
80<m  after  t  and  the  fourth  and  final  one  is 
"at  the  press"  as  it  were*  They  are  all 
sort  of  ^iM^tj  so  I  sent  them  by  ordinary 
to  cut  down  cm  costs* 


Bigjbt  noil  I  aa  aMaiting  a  letter  frcna  the 
Bector  of  the  University  telling  me  what  credits 
I  have  over  here  as  equivalent  to  the  work  I 
did  at  ^e  University  of  Toronto;  I  am  rather 
anxious  to  hear  as  it  makes  a  big  difference 
on  the  length  of  time  it  will  take  me  to  get 
the  Licence  9  or  at  leaist  on  the  number  of 
courses  I^U  have  to  take* 

Bie  day  before  yesterday^  Fatiier  Dick  Donovan 
and  I  went  to  see  a  film  of  ShakMsptmr^^ 
Jules  C^sar,  being  played  here  now*  It  was 
VQBderful*  The  speech  of  Marc  Antony  ±n  t^e 
pnblic  square  after  the  death  of  Caesar  is 
truly  a  masterpiece*  You  must  see  it  if  it 

It  was  produced  in  I^lii^,  the  exact 
lines  that  Shakespeare  wrote*  So  a  ready- 
ing of  the  play  before  going  would  help  a  lot, 
as  sometimea  it  is  not  the  easiest  language 
to  follow* 

fhis  Sunday  a  group  of  students  are  going  by 
bus  to  Fontainbleau,  <me   of  the  sux^er  rem^ 
idences  of  Usala   XIV  in  the  17th  century*  ¥e 
are  going  along  too^  if  we  can  arrange  fear 
Mass  early  enough  here  in  the  parii^*  It 
should  be  interesting,  and  I  will  undoubtedly 
be  gftking  mention  of  it  later*  Almost  every 
afternoon  I  go  out  for  a  hour  or  so  on  oiy 
«v^lo"  or  bike*  It  is  always  a  lot  of  fun 
to  go  winding  throu^  the  dense  traffic  am 
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thou^  I  %rere  hurrying  to  a  sick  call,  wh«ti 
I^B  not  really  going  anyidiere  in  particular 
at  an*  Really  a  bike  ia  the  best  way  to  get 
arcxmd;  you  C€ui  get  in  saaall  spaces  vdiere 
ears  caimott  and  if  the  trafficll  jaa»  up  at  a 
bottleHBeek  you  can  eliab  off  and  pu^  the 
bike  along  the  8idewa3k  in  triua^  as  it  %fere 
passed  the  stalled  cars*  The  cassock  pre6«- 
ttits  a  bit  of  a  probles  getting  into  ^e 
ehaiut  or  the  spokes;  you  have  to  tuck  it  up 
momiBmhaX  before  setting  out*  The  year  in 
Quebec  soxi;  of  accu8t<^ied  ne  to  going  arciind 
in  strange  conditions  with  the  habit  an; 
dear  old  Queb^  «  it  is  so  l^e  Paris  and 
olii^  French  towns  it  isn^t  funny*  If  you 
want  to  get  a  taste  of  i^urope  go  down  to 
Quebec  city  in  the  old  section;  y<»i  have  a 
pretty  close  replica  there* 

Veil  folks  t  I  better  put  this  sachinQ  in  its 
boK  for  the  nif^t  or  ay  next-door  nei^bor  is 
going  to  start  to  ecmplMin  of  the  noise*  Am 
looking  f canard  to  the  booc  you  are  sending* 
It  should  prove  of  invaluable  assistance  for 
our  afternoon  lunches*  Vill  write  again^  LovSi 


Monday,  November  2,  1953 
"Ia  plte  des  Morts" 

Dear  Hottt  ^^^9   £^<i  Kink, 

A  greeting  on  the  feast  of  All  Souls;  I  know 
you  %Nire  at  Mass  this  soming  or  perhaps  at 
several  praying  for  our  beloved  that  l»nre 
preceded  us*  I  offered  the  first  of  bqt  three 
llftsses  fc»r  Gertrude,  and  did  not  forget  the 
other  departed  relatives*  Hope  I  can  get  in 
m<me  visits  before  the  day  is  over*  Ve  received 
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a  letter  from  St.  Michael's  College  this 
morning  telling  us  of  the  death  of  Father 
jMMph  I>illon«  a  Basilian  Father  in  Texas « 
uto  has  had  a  heart  ccmdition  for  sooe  tii&e. 
I  know  you  viH  remember  him  in  your  prayers 
too* 

Yesterday  was  the  Feast  of  All  Saints,  but 
oirer  here  they  dedicate  that  day  to  the  souls* 
Everybody  right  down  to  the  baby  turns  out  to 
the  c^&etery  in  the  afternoon  to  pray  at  the 
■'g^m^B   of  their  relatives  and  to  place  flowers 
on  and  around  the  8t<»ie«  The   cemetery  ri^t 
near  here,  Hontpamasset  was  filled  with 
people  and  the  graves  %»re  a  colourful  array 
of  fall  flowerSf  mostly  these  huge  ^ssuae"* 
^e  flower  shc^ps  must  do  a  great  business 
for  there  are  few  who  enter  the  cemetery  that 
do  not  have  a  freshly  cut  armful  of  beautiful 
flowers*  Uipon  asking  how  this  custom  began 
X  received  two  anmiers,  cme   that  the  people 
like  to  thixi^  of  their  deceased  as  ntdibered 
■■mig  the  saints  and  hence  they  honour  thiuB 
on  November  Ist;  the  other,  that  the  1st  ia 
a  holiday  whereaa  the  2nd  is  not;  so  the 
people  are  free  to  go  to  the  cemetery  <m   the 
holyday  whereas  they  have  to  go  to  woi^  cm 
the  2nd*  I  guess  in  fact  it  is  a  cominbaticoi 
of  both  these  reasons* 

Testerdaj  here  in  the  pari^  church,  Kotra 
Dame  de  Travail,  we  had  a  Solemn  Higlh  Haoa, 
fcsr  which  I  was  deacon,  at  11  a*a*;  and  ri^t 
after  it,  at  12  noon  I  said  Mass*  Ve  d<»i*t 
go  out  into  the  city  to  different  parishes 
this  year  like  we  did  last*  Any  Sunday  work 
that  we  have  done  here  is  in  the  church.  It 
is  not  far  to  go,  infUat  our  residence  is 
connected  to  the  church,  so  one  doesn't  have 
so  much  as  to  go  outside*  Some  of  the  rubrics 
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that  %fe  learned  in  the  S«Biziary  imdergo  a 
alight  Biodificaticm  at  tiaasi  the  main  altar 
ia  so  arranged  that  the  Celebrsrai  faces  the 
people  t  %diich  a3*ranges»nt  changes  things  for 
the  other  ednisters  also*  However  the  essen* 
tials  are  alvays  the  sas^  which  is  consoling* 

!I!hanks  for  your  last  lettert  Ho&^     It  was 
joyouslj  received  I  assure  you»  A  parcel 
f roiB  Anne  also  arrived  Saturday  %^ich  ccn« 
tained  two  grand  pair  of  socks*  Pleause  teU 
her  how  thankful  I  mm  for  thea«  and  that  I^U 
try  to  %irite  soon*  Perhaps  ycu  could  pass 
this  aassa^ge  on  to  her  too^  Ifon;  I  know  it  is 
like  ma,  inposition  to  ask  a  further  favour 
having  just  received  one,  but  if  possible  I 
VGuld  like  her  to  send  xs»   over  an  essay  that 
I  wrote  for  the  l&iiversity  of  Toronto*  It 
is  entitled  *^panish  Theatre  before  Lope  de 
Vaga"  and  should  lie  in  the  red  wooden  box 
aiBong  the  college ticn  of  essays*  Tell  her  not 
to  spend  Icaag  locking  for  it  if  it  is  not 
available  at  once^   and  should  she  find  it  to 
send  it  by  <xrdinary  mail*  %ere  is  no  hurry* 

Today  I  received  a  dan^  long  letter  froa 
Joe  in  which  he  gave  ae  a  good  account  of 
his  trip  to  Quebec*  The  descripticm  of  the 
narrow  fieldst  etc#  brou^t  back  sesories* 
It  is  a  lovely  drive  thoug^if  and  the  visit  to 
the  three  big  shrines  aakes  up  for  the  dis<- 
tance  that  one  has  to  cose*  You  should  try 
to  arrange  a  trip  dmm  that  way  s<»Mitix&e  des- 
pite idiat  it  sdg^t  cost  in  tis»  and  iiK^ney* 
In  the  springtisM  I  iiaagine  it  vK>uld  be 
wonderful* 

I  finally  got  ay  registration  card  for  the 
Sorbonne«  although  it  is  only  a  twsporary  onei 
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Va  hare   to  vait  close  to  six  ve^cs  for  word 
to  cons  tack  on  the  question  of  equlTalences 
in  degrees*  Hoverer  with  this  card  I  can 
attend  all  the  lectures  and  enjoy  the  saaie 
privileges  as  the  others*  It  is  good  untH 
Dscesber  15$  sud   I  think  by  that  time  ve  should 
hare  8<fflie  definite  word*  We  go  to  our  first 
class  t€»iorroif«  five  of  thea  as  a  matter  of 
fact*  I  intend  to  take  a  jaunt  over  that  vay 
this  aif  temoon  cm  aj   trusty  bike  and  locatec 
the  rooMi  where  the  lectures  are  given*  Tb» 
tmiversity  is  ao  big  one  could  spend  the  whole 
period  searching  for  the  ri^t  rooa* 

last  Saturday  I  had  a  surprise  visit  from  a 
Lindsay  bc^^  ^^^  Lahayne  (I*s  not  sure  if 
that  is  the  correct  spelling)*  We  had  a  great 
chat  together  here  in  siy  rocm^   and  th^i  walked 
over  to  his  hotel*  He  \mB  leaving  the  next 
Boraing  f<^  London*  It  was  a  treat  to  f^p«HJc 
English  again  for  a  whilei  it  still  cooes  vueh 
Bore  readily  than  the  French*  ^e  had  just 
eoo^eted  a  tour  by  bus  throu^  part  of  Sapint 
so  we  compared  notes  as  it  were*  He  returns 
to  Canada  next  year  I  believe* 

Hope  Aunt  Kate  is  feeling  well*  You  maitioned 
the  question  of  the  stipends  for  the  Masses « 
and  the  delay  is  quite  alright*  Any  tiiae  she 
wishes  is  fine  with  me*  As  a  natter  of  fact 
I  am  glad  of  a  few  weeks  as  I  have  about  50 
intentions  from  the  S^ainary  that  Father 
Hubert  Ckm^ilint  ay  Superior^  sent  me  recently* 
So  it  will  take  a  %^ile  to  say  them* 

fte  weather  is  kind  of  chilly  here  at  the 
moment 9  though  nowhere  near  frost*  Mc^t  of 
the  leaves  are  gone  from  the  trees  and  only 
the  tougher  fall  plants  like  chrysanthi 


2,  1953  17 


have  any  blooia  left*  The  tkj  is  orereaot  noet 
of  the  tiae«  although  ocoairfonally  the  sun 
appears  for  a  short  visit  in  the  moniing*  One 
is  aliiays  wise  to  wear  a  raincoat  for  aloost 
any  day  can  produce  rain  before  nightfalls 
My  health  is  good  so  far^  thanks  be^  and 
thoi^  not  addicted  to  it  exactly*  I  can  take 
their  wine  more  easily  nour  at  laeals*  ^at*s 
all  there  is  to  drink  on   the  table  so  you 
are  sort  of  forced  into  it. 

Better  close  now*  God  love  you* 


Monday*  Ifoveofeer  9»  19^ 

Dear  Host  Dad*  and  Kink* 

Your  good  letter  arrived  this  morning  *  Men, 
and  no  need  to  tell  you  how  delightful  it  %fas 
to  see  it  there  in  the  box*  \h  have  a  large 
ESLil  box  on  the  stairway  here  inside  the  house 
divided  into  several  cc^partaents  by  reason 
of  the  large  nuiaber  of  residents}  the  s^ti<»i 
that  interests  Father  Dick  Dcmovan  and  oyself 
±8  narked  "Les  H^4rend  P^res  Canadiens^  so 
it  is  always  a  delight  that  we  see  s<»Bething 
in  there.  You  mentioned  the  box  you  sent  and 
I  eagerly  await.  It  has  not  arrived  yet*  but 
that  aay  not  be  surprising  because  even  a 
letter  sent  by  ordinary  mail  takes  16  days. 
A  parcel  may  well  take  a  little  Icmger. 

The  weather  here  is  very  nice  right  now.  To- 
day for  example  it  is  bri^t  and  almost  warm 
enou^  to  go  out  in  a  light  coat.  In  the 
morning  it  is  cold  and  again  in  the  evening, 
but  if  the  aim  has  a  chance  at  all  it  turns 


no^mO^r  9*  1933  tt 

out  rather  nice  for  the  eiftemoon*  I  thizik 
there  was  likely  f^et   this  aoming  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city  h«t  nooe  in  here*  Froa 
your  letter  I  iasigine  it  is  a  bit  colder 
"chez  Yows**  or  better  "chez  noii8^« 

fhe  word  has  not  com^  ba^  fron  the  Depart* 
sent  of  Sducation;  it  aay  take  a  few  weeks 
yet«  The^  are  Tery  slow  about  such  things* 
But  I  as  not  losing  any  tiste  orer  it;  I  con«» 
tinue  to  follow  caar^Mn  that  will  be  necessary 
BO  satter  idiat  the  ssusimr  aay  be*  I  aa 
b^inning  to  find  out  ^lat  the  aystea  of 
education  over  here  is  quite  a  Ut  different 
frcHi  what  I  hare  been  us€^  to*  It  would  take 
cpiite  soae  time  to  explain  all  the  differ* 
mocemi   we*ll  save  that  for  \difai  we  can  do  it 
together*  But  in  general  they  stress  intense 
aad  rigid  concmitration  cm  a  relatively  ffia^Ll 
aaount  of  aatter  whereas  in  Toraato  they 
cover  such  sore  but  in  less  detail*  %e 
eacaaple  that  coaes  to  ay  aind  at  the  i^saent 
is  that  of  the  17th  century  author «  Hacine* 
l!hree  ye€urs  ago  I  took  a  course  on  hia  %^bich 
included  a  study  of  all  his  plays «  l4.  Here 
this  year  they  are  giving  a  course  on  the 
sane  author  and  spending  the  whole  year  on 
jQst  one  of  his  plays*  By  the  end  of  the 
year  that  one  play  is  so  thoroughly  studied 
that  the  student  is  (or  is  mipp<m^   to  be) 
well  enough  trained  to  go  on  hiaself  and  study 
the  others*  I*a  not  ready  to  say  at  the 
aoaent  which  is  the  better  aethod*  I  only 
know  that  the  latter  is  soaewhat  new  to  ae« 
and  it  will  take  a  bit  of  tiae  to  get  onto 
the  system  of  close  analysis*  One  has  to  be 
alaost  a  literary  cheaist*  It  will  cooe 
thdu^* 
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Sunday  we  had  a  visit  f roB  a  Basilian  Fathar 
from  Annooayt  southern  France*  He  ia  from 
the  house  iihere  our  cmmadLtj  vas  c^ginally 
f  oimded^  but  as  y<»x  kasm  thegr  separated  about 
thirty  yaaxv  ago*  The  dif f er«Qce  now  bet^man 
thea  and  us  is  that  we  haire  the  three  vcme 
wlierecus  they  are  still  eonsiderwi  as  secular 
priests*  althougji  teaching  fuUtioe  in  their 
college*  He  cane  up  to  Paris  to  write  ma 
exaa  again  that  he  slssed  the  first  tise  tacit 
in  June*  If  he  is  successful  he  receives  the 
saae  degree  that  I  aa  after,  the  Licence  hs 
Lettres*  On  the  carder  of  his  Superior  he* 
Father  B»n6  Hobert*  invited  us  down  to  their 
place  for  Christaas*  We  hope  we  can  take  his 
up  on  it,  if  not  for  the  25th«  at  least  for  a 
few  days  later*  He  is  a  very  fine  chap, 
about  our  omb  age,  and  of  course  of  particular 
interest  being  a  Basilian*  %ere  are  about 
fifteen  of  them  in  all  and  appaz^ntly  having 
a  hard  enough  time  of  it  to  stay  in  existence* 
%eir  vocations  are  very  few;  tat  they  are 
not  al^ie  there*  Scarcity  of  vocations  is 
pretty  general  all  airmr  France* 

Veil  folks,  I  better  get  at  the  bodes  here 
in  front  of  me*  It  gives  ua  a  great  assur* 
ance  to  know  that  you  keep  up  t^e  good  prayers 
every  day  for  us*  ^hat  keeps  us  going,  be- 
lieve me*  Best  to  one  and  all}  wish  I  could 
write  to  each  tat  there  just  doesn't  seem  to 
be  the  time* 

•  •  # 

Ttiesday,  6:30  p*ffl*  November  17,  1953 

Dear  H<H&t  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Veekly  greetings  even  thou^  a  day  late*  I 
intended  to  write  every  Monday,  but  I  find 
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that  five  hours  of  lectures  take  up  nost  of 
the  day  nn  leare  oe  too  beat  out  at  ni^t  to 
compose  anything  cooprehensible*  I  decided 
to  nritch  to  Tuesday ,  but  I  find  nov  that  it 
is  no  better;  I  hare  just  cone  back  froa  the 
fifth  cXaLss  nov  which  may  explain  the  lack  of 
unity  and  logic  that  this  letter  laay  have*  So 
it  locks   like  I  will  have  to  transfer  to  Wed-* 
sesday  next  week*  Migrbe  it  %iill  work  out 
better*  The  rest  of  the  ve^  in  fact  is  not 
so  heavy  as  the  first  two  days*  I  gue^  in 
figuring  oat  the  schedule  they  figured  we 
would  be  good  and  fresh  after  a  weekezid  <• 
not  always  the  case* 

Thanks  for  your  siost  welcc^M^  lettert  Hottg 
which  I  received  on  Monday*  I  t  was  accoB- 
paziied  by  one  frc»a3  Father  £.J,  MeCorkell 
toOf  idio  %rrote  about  certain  courses  to  take^ 
and  ^o  aentioned  your  having  won  the  big 
prize  at  the  Auxiliary  bridge*  My  ccmgratul* 
ations!  T<m  were  very  lucky  indeed*  I  hope 
it  %dll  be  of  soBie  use  to  you«  although  it 
does  seea  a  bit  ironical  for  one  \itio  has 
aiexed  good  food  for  aany  a  year  to  win  a 
food  adxer*  I  shculd  think  you  %fOUld  be 
able  to  teach  it  a  few  tricks  rather  than 
vice  versa*  Father  Me^orkell  aentioned  that 
he  personally  didn^t  know  how  it  worked;  he 
said  it  JMLB   there  in  his  office  at  the  tisMi 
aMaiting  deliveryt  wliieh  he  mLgit  possib^^ 
earry  out  hiaself *  He  goes  down  to  see  Msgr* 
J*V*  McCauley  quite  often* 

I  received  the  package  Anne  sent  towards  the 
end  of  last  we^»  and  please  tell  her  how 
grateful  I  am^   even  thou^  I  haven*  t  written* 


NofveiBber  17 1  1^3  tH 

It  is  very  welcome,  and  stood  the  trip  quite 
veil*  All  was  perfectly  intact  on  arrival  and 
I  had  no  duty  to  pay.  Yours  has  not  coae  yet, 
Imt  that  doesn^t  aean  that  it  is  lost  or 
daoaged*  Parcels  are  sore  difficult  to  pre- 
dict as  to  tioe  than  letters* 

I*M  glad  to  hear  the  snaps  arrived  and  that 
yon  find  them  interesting*  I  brought  the 
a— iMra  in  to  have  it  repaired  several  yteekm 
ago*  The  ^tter  was  not  closlSiy  properly 
•very  tiae*  Soisetiffles  it  %rould  woxic  well  and 
others  it  wculd  not*  Z  went  awmr   to  retrieve 
it  last  week  9  and  before  paying  for  it  I  gave 
it  a  few  tries  with  sy  eye  to  the  back*  It 
was  just  tlw  saae  aa  before  fi»2ch  to  the  con* 
fusion  of  the  personnel  in  the  repair  shop*  I 
dldn^t  want  to  accuse  thea  of  not  having 
touched  it  in  the  seantiiae  but  I  gave  thea  to 
UBdarstand  that  should  the  aase  be'^  caiHi  lAmi 


1  laoie  in  a  %reek*6  tiae  there  would  be  trouble^ 
l^iming  ay  back  co  a  bunch  of  bewdlldered 
clex^  I  storaed  out  of  the  shop  pulling  agr 
beret  down  on  ay  head  to  stea  as  it  were  a 
rising  teaperature*  The  caaera  is  here  in  ay 
rooB  now,  all  reauiy  to  go  supposedly*  It 
reaains  to  be  seai*  If  the  first  fila  doea 
not  turn  out  1009t  ***t 


day  was  kept  over  here  in  grand 
style.  It  was  a  whole  holiday  everyi^i^re, 
spools  mm  wall  as  stores*  The  ailitfat  aarched 
down  the  Gbaaps-iHys^ea  to  place  a  wreaUi  on 
the  toaii  af  the  Unknown  Soldier*  I  ai.ased  the 
parade^  however*  I  was  inside  the  theatre 
Marignan  at  the  tiae  watching  Quo  Vadis  %^ich 
aaa  plj^ed  for  all  the  clergy  gratis  that 
aaming*  The  pictiu-e  iraus  ti»  sane  CB  DeaiUe 


Hovember  17t  19!?3  It 

production  but  the  sound  tradic  wrs  changed 
to  Frmich  cociTeraaticm.  I  tiougjht  it  a  wonder- 
ful spectacle*  Nero  is  exceptionally  well 
done»  and  Saint  Paul  too#  I  think  he  steals 
the  show  finm  St.   Peter « 

It  is  a  little  colder  over  here  now,  but  not 
ftreesing*  Most  of  the  days  are  heavily 
clouded  over  and  ouch  cold  daai|»iee8  prevails 
in  the  air*  It  is  a  kind  of  siserable  clintte 
as  a  natter  of  fact  and  even  the  Parisians 
adoit  this*  In  spring  they  say  it  is  much 
better* 

Vell«  I  would  like  to  write  at  greater  lengthy 
Init  aany  things  call*  Best  to  one  and  all* 


•Hiujrsday,  Roveatber  25%  1953  • 
DMur  Mottt  ^^^^f  And  Kink, 

You  really  should  have  received  this  a  day 
sooner  if  I  had  kept  to  my  word,  but  a  number 
of  various  items  kept  ae  froB  %friting  yester- 
^y^^mong  them  a  banquet  last  ni^t  in  honour 
of  a  Jesuit  Father^  P^re  Panici,  noted  preacher 
at  Notre  DamOf  who  %fas  to  give  a  conference 
in  the  parish  hall  later  in  the  evening*  The 
flieal  was  very  good,  but  lasted  a  bit  longer 
than  supper  usually  does* 

The  heavy  fogs  you  asked  about  in  your  letter^ 
IkxHf  have  prevailed  here  for  over  two  we^os 
now,  thou^  not  so  dense  as  in  £^land*  1!he 
Parisians  are  beginning  to  wonder  just  when 
the  heavy  grey  lid#  is  going  to  be  lifted  fro« 
the  sky,  and  that  i|  to  say  noting  of  what 
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the  "non-Parisians"  are  wandering!  One  of 
these  days  a  good  lireese  will  scatter  the 
clouds  and  permit  the  sun  to  bri^ten  things 
up  again*  Otherwise  the  weather  is  about  the 
saae^  cool  and  very  hiusid,  but  not  freezing* 
T<mr  Indian  Qvamer  aakes  us  envious* 

The  new  roof  <m  the  hc»2se  will  be  a  great 
istprorement  and  ccHnfort*  You  can  listen  to 
the  37ain  pattering  cm   it  now  with  the  assur* 
ance  that  it  is  not  finding  its  way  in  here 
and  there  to  spoil  paurts  of  the  walls  or 
ceiling.  I  hope  the  furnace  is  in  good 
shape  and  that  you  hare   lots  of  fuel  for  it 
to  guard  against  the  winter^s  chill.  Don»t 
spare  on  the  wood  or  coal  for  your  health  is 
wosrth  far  more  than  what  can  be  bou^t.  Powr 
Mary  Ckmn.lCMl  have  n^rcy  on  her,  used  to  have 
to  count  every  piece  of  coal,  and  I  think  the 
lack  of  %mr8ith  accounted  for  a  good  number  of 
the  colds  and  flu  that  both  she  and  we  con«> 
tracted. 

Aunt  Kate* 6  condition  oaust  indeed  be  a  worry 
and  trial  for  you  all.  It  is  hard  to  see  one 
you  have  known  so  well  in  such  a  state  of 
Bdnd.  I  think  ycmr  analysis  of  her  case  is 
pretty  accurate.  Mod;  she  has  been  alone  too 
long  with  her  own  thou^ts  and  worries.  But 
as  you  add,  God  is  sending  this  trial  for  His 
own  good  reasons,  and  our  prayers  nust  accoo- 
pany  it  that  she  will  bear  it. 

Her  c<»tviction  that  prayer  is  of  no  use  and 
that  she  is  lost  forever  is  certainly  serious 
if  she  knows  what  she  is  saying.  But  I  d<m*t 
know  how  a  person  who  has  led  as  good  a  life 
ma   she  could  say  such  things  and  be  in  her 
right  nind.  She  has  always  been^to  prayer 
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all  througli  her  lifeand  has  cd.way8  ai»iatad 
at  Mass  whenever  she  could*  ^ch  a  record  of 
^^roy^r   in  the  past  is  surely  a  proof  that  she 
knew  its  value,  and  it  only  seeias  reaironable 
that  she  should  still  be  of  that  opinicm*  So 
it  aegr  be^  as  Ksgr.  HcAuley  oayst  that  she  is 
not  reasoning  perfectly  noiif,  and  ia  therefore 
not  responsible  for  iihat  she  sa^^*  It*8  very 
hard  to  k&oift  for  ^ch  people  often  have  very 
lucid  aKMi^ta  when  they  are  noroRl  and  give 
y<m  to  believe  they  are  perfectly  sincere  in 
all  that  they  say*  Treatoents  sLglit  he^  her 
althougli  they  wc^dn^t  want  to  be  too  violent 
for  she  is  not  very  rolmst  at  best*  Tou 
could  certainly  get  aedieal  advice  <m   the 
aatter,  and  should  in  fact*  In  any  case,  don't 
feel  in  the  least  responsible  for  her  present 
atatesmts  or  point  of  view,  and  don't  let  it 
worry  you.  Our  prayers  for  her  final  per- 
averance  will  certainly  be  heard,  even  thou^ 
^e  aay  think  thea  and  her  own  useless,  I'll 
be  anxious  to  hear  further  news,  and  in  the 
■eantis^  will  certainly  keep  her  in  i^ 
in  a  special  way*  Best  of  all  to  all* 


Wednesday,  6:30  p*a«t  Dec^ter  2,  19^« 

Dear  H(»b,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Perhaps  I  should  wait  till  toaorrow  morning 
to  send  you  this  as  scnaething  tells  ae  there 
is  a  letter  on  the  way  from  you.  Nob*  Hc»#ever, 
if  I  get  it  finished  before  supper  I'll  send 
it  alcmg  to  make  it  arrive  one  day  earlier* 
Not  that  it  wiU  be  such  a  remarkable  aanu- 
script  that  the  sooner  it  reaches  its  destin- 
aticm,  the  better,  but  I  know  you  »pect  8<»»e 
word  regularly* 


Deeeiflfber  2«  1933  0 

First  of  all  let  lae  thank  you  for  the  grand 
parcel  which  arrived  in  A»l  shape  last  week* 
It  %Mui  a  real  treat  opening  it  and  even  aore 
00  noir  enJPTizig  its  contents*  You  chose  very 
ifell;  the  articles  are  aU  most  acceptable 
even  to  the  Post  en  top  i^iich  is  letting  ae 
up  to  date  on  the  local  news.  I  notice  tbm 
postage  c<»t  you  quite  a  bit  so  1*11  not  ex^ 
pect  you  to  send  things  very  often.  I»ib  sort 
of  in  the  saae  fix  <prer  here;  there  are  any 
nuBber  of  things  I  could  send  you  of  interest t 
but  the  ■ailing  charges  are  alaost  prohibitive 
«  sooetijiMi  acre  than  the  cost  of  tiM  article 
being  sent* 

Our  great  fog  lifted^  thanks  be,  and  we  are 
blessed  with  a  few  days  of  sunaser-like  weather, 
Today  it  was  very  nicot  althou^  I  noticed 
tonight  on  coming  home  from  class  that  a  heavy 
mist  was  settling  down  siltatly  but  quite  per* 
eeptibly*  ^%hroughout  December«  January  and 
February  they  tell  us  we  ean*t  look  for  much 
sunshine*  Them   Spring  is  supposed  to  br^tk 
forth  in  all  its  glory  and  bri^tness* 

The   thought  struck  me  the  other  day  that  so 
far  I  have  not  told  you  much  about  Paris  it- 
self* Perhaps  I  should  wait  until  I  get  to 
know  it  a  little  better;  but  then  I  might 
never  arrive  at  the  point  of  telling  you  any- 
thing for  it  is  mo  big  and  has  so  many  thiiigs 
of  interest*  Thm  best  thir^sl^t  be  to  men- 
tion soiM  aspect  of  it  in  each  letter*  Some 
ttf  them  I  may  have  mentioned  to  you  already^ 
but  if  80  you  vUl   forgive  ay  faulty  m«aK»ryt 
Z*m  sure*  In  general  the  city  has  Bomm  sec- 
tions that  are  very  beautiful  and  attractive* 
It  is  these  that  one  sees   in  the  travel  bureau 
information  pubUcations*  %ere  are  a  good 
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IT  of  areas  like  that,  and  they  are  truly 
a  pleasure  to  vialt*  I  will  get  around  to 
describing  then  in  due  time.  Right  non  I 
feel  I  should  begin  with  telling  you  of  the 
section  with  which  I  «■  moste  fcodliar,  and 
•j^ich  in  no  way  finds  its  way  into  the  color* 
ful  publicity  bulletins«  It  is  a  poor  sec* 
tion,  X  nean  the  peqple  are  poor  and  hence 
this  shows  up  in  their  dwellings^  There  are 
no  individual  houses  such  as  you  have  in 
residential  secticsis  ^ches  vous*%  ea^  with 
its  own  lawn  and  backyl4d»  The  houses  here 
are  all  connected  together  in  a  hodge-podge 
fashion  that  is  hard  to  visualisse  unless  you 
actiially  Tisit  the  district  #  I  w<mld  call 
them  buildings  rather  than  houses;  they  are 
of  an  infinite  variety  of  shapes,  hei^t,  and 
gwieral  app^urance.  ^£bey  go  straight  up  from 
the  sidewalk  which  is  sometimes  no  %rider  than 
two  or  three  feet*  Idttle  round  tilA  chim- 
neys protude  frcm  the  heterogeneous  roofs  in 
abundance*  It  would  give  one  to  believe  that 
every  rocna  in  the  building  has  its  onw  pipe«* 
hole  and  chiianey*  When  these  all  get  puffing 
tmrying  shades  of  amdce  It  is  a  pretty  scene 
to  be  sure*  The  streets  cut  through  this 
Jumble  of  habitations  at  the  strangest  angles 
almost  aa  though  they  weren't  sure  themi^rlves 
Just  where  they  %rere  going  to  end  up*  On  the 
street  level  a  section  of  little  shops  migr 
begin  anywhere  and  end  jiist  as  abruptly  «»  a 
wine  shop,  a  barber  shop,  a  delicatessen,  a 
eaf^  which  is  equivalent  to  our  tavern  and 
iidiieh  sells  fuel  for  stoves  as  well  as  that 
for  people I 

^^te  of t»i  a  wall  with  a  hu^  last-c^itury 
door  in  it  will  be  hiding  a  spacious  opening 
in  front  of  a  school  or  religious  house  or 
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other  public  building*  You  would  nerer   suo* 
pect  froo  the  street  that  the  inner  part 
•Kisted*  ^ere  is  the  greatest  variety  in  w 
nhat  you  find  as  you  walk  along*  ^The  aore 
strictly  shopping  districts  hsTe  stores  of 
all  types  of  course,  and  which  display  their 
\mTea  rig^t  out  on  the  sidewalk  on  long  tabliw 
or  shelves*  SwM  of  the  fruit  stores  even 
have  little  carts  out  in  the  street  loaded 
doMn  %fith  all  kinds  of  fruity  vegetables  and 
flowers.  Very  ottea   too  these  little  carts 
are  private  endeavcmrst  with  no  connection 
at  all  to  the  8t<»re  in  front  of  which  they 
are  stalled*  These  latter  type  usually  bav« 
a  great  big  fat  lady  sitting  beside  theo 
hollering  out  her  particular  wares* 

Hik  QUiner  the  Bsrisians  have  for  keeping  the 
streets  clean  is  rather  interesting*  At  al** 
momt  every  comer  do%in  <m   the  curb  there  is 
a  wat^r  faucet  that  one  of  the  street  sweepezv 
turns  on  when  he  coises  along*  Tblm  pours  out 
water  which  runs  along  the  curb  at  a  great 
rate*  He  wi^  his  bro<»i  (oade  of  wooden  twigs 
by  the  %my)  sweeps  all  the  papers  etc*  in  to 
the  streaai  of  water  which  carries  th^i  along 
to  the  first  sewer  opoaing*  %is  aeeas  to  be 
the  arrangement  for  all  the  streets  in  the 
whole  city,  and  every  day,  rain  or  shine  or 
fog  the  8weex>ers  are  out  bright  and  early 
clearing  things  away* 

Veil  that  is  a  glimpse  of  the  liore  realistic 
side  of  ^aris*  It  is  all  quite  surprising 
when  one  first  comes  upon  it,  but  after  a 
while  it  becones  very  customary*  I  find  ^yt» 
self  at  home  in  it  already,  althou^  I  must 
confess  it  did  take  a  few  we^cs*  More  next 
on  another  aspect* 


Decea3»er  h^  1953  ^ 

FftLda^t  6  p.Bu  k  ^  12  ^  ^53 

Dsar  MoK  and  all^^ 

J^t  a  note  tliia  tine  to  enlighten  you  <^  tlia 
books  frosi  Landy^a*  Osrdered  them  during  the 
guomer  hoping  they  would  eoae  before  I  left* 
One  copy  te   for  Mist  9akd  Jeam.  and  the  other 
for  Greg  and  Nora*  Both  Greg  and  toat  aaked 
oe  if  there  ims  any  bode  frc^  \idiieh  they  could 
draw  stories  on  the  Utss  of  the  ^dnts*  llhesa 
short  accounts  in  the  small  Butler  %^re  the 
nearest  I  could  come  to  what  they  had  in  mind* 
1!hey  are  little  gifts  to  each  of  them  that  I 
h<Q>e  %dll  help  thess  to  teach  the  children 
aeoething  about  the  **real  B^n  and  voiaen*'t  th^ 
heroes  of  the  Church* 

Vith  regard  to  the  bill  y<m  should  not  have 
to  pay  it  9  in  fact«  they  i^ould  not  have  sent 
a  bill  with  thes.  I  left  orders  that  the 
Ull  be  sent  to  the  Sendnary  Bursart  Hev* 
Jtoec  S*  Kelly^  CSBt  93  3t*  Joseph  St*,  Toronto* 
I  left  Bxmey  with  hin  to  pay  for  the  bodes; 
so  if  they  sent  the  bill  %iitii  thea  you  can 
just  forward  it  along  to  Father  Kelly*  He 
knows  about  it  already* 

01ad  to  hear  you  had  a  visit  froa  father  B.J* 
NcCorkell*  He  is  very  friendly  and  enter- 
taining* We  will  be  sorry  to  lose  his  as 
Superior  General  this  July  (*^)   •  his  tera 
will  be  up  then* 


Hope  Aunt  Kate  is  showing  ^»e  isprovesent. 
Try  not  to  worry  too  isuch  about  here*  You 
are  always  in  oy  prayers* 


Dee«ater  10«  1$53  9 

TharmdAjf  3  p*fi«t  Dee*  10/53* 

Bear  ttom^   Dad«  and  Kiskt 

Not  having  had  any  classes  this  af temocm  and 
being  soaei^iat  wearied  by  zioir  with  studying 
I  decided  to  tmcn  to  son»thing  lauch  aox*e 
pleasant  and  write  ytm  a  few  lines  ^  which 
lines  I  really  should  have  gotten  off  to  you 
yesterday*  ^This  letter  will  probably  aeet 
yours  on   the  way«  Hcm^   at  least  I  hope  It 
does,  since  you  know  how  I  lock  forward  to 
hearing  fros  you.  Rope  you  are  all  %fell* 
Any  cold  weather  yet  since  the  spell  of 
Indian  S^aumrt 

It  is  still  quite  oild  here*  We  had  rain 
aost  of  the  day  and  now  it  is  darkening  up 
due  to  the  heavy  eHqf  overhead,  ri^t  overhead 
Z  Ki^t  say.  Deeeflber  is  an  unpredictable 
■cnth  arer  here,  so  I*b  told,  iidiich  oeans  I 
guess  that  we  can  mpeet  anything  at  anytiae* 
From  %^iat  the  papers  r^KO^it  is  unusually 
sdld  all  over  Europe;  sooe  of  the  ski  resorts 
in  the  Al^  are  afraid  there  is  not  going  to 
be  en<m^  snow  durizig  the  Christoas  holidays 
to  attract  t^e  expected  nuober  of  tourists* 
One  of  the  priests  here,  who  is  chaplain  at 
a  "lyAc4e**  (hi^  school)  is  taking  a  group  of 
about  30  hcfjB   to  the  mountains  in  Austria 
during  the  holidays*  If  there  isn^t  any  snow 
for  skiing  and  tobag^oiing  he  and  the  lads 
are  going  to  be  piretty  disappointed,  particul- 
arly since  the  round  trip  costs  thea  about 
%kO  each* 

Father  Dick  ^caicnnm  and  I  are  hoping  to  go 
down  to  the  scHith  of  France  to  visit  the 
FlRieeh  Basilians  there*  They  will  not  be  at 
^ttumay,  their  nonsal  location,  but  at  a 
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hoose  in  soae  saall  town  father  soath,  I  just 
fcrget  the  sane  of  the  place  nov.  We  hope  to 
leave  on  the  evening  of  the  ^th  and  arrire 
there  the  next  day  about  noon«  Me  don*t  plan 
to  spend  the  ni^ht  on  the  train,  but  rather 
in  I^ons  where  will  «iy  Muss  the  next  morning 
and  continue  the  journey  bj  dayli^t*  We  irill 
have  about  nine  days  free  &>  ve  oay  get  to 
soee  other  cities  down  that  way  too,  such  as 
Avignont  Marseille  and  Kice*  %e  itinerary  is 
rather  undecided  yet  as  ve  haven^t  got  the 
necessary  peradssicm  from  our  Superior  in 
Toronto  to  go*  However,  it  is  not  likely  that 
he  viU  say  no,  at  least  that  is  what  we  are 
telling  ourselves*  For  Kldni^t  Mass  we  plan 
to  go  to  Hotre  Iteiae  here  in  Paris«  that  Is  if 
there  is  roam  for  us*  I  int^id  to  get  a 
letter  off  to  the  archpriest  there  this  ad'ter- 
noon  arfcing  his  for  the  C^  on  it*  We  vill  say 
our  three  Mftsses  privately  here  at  the  church 
later  on  that  morning*  At  least  as  far  as  Z 
know  that  is  the  way  it  will  be* 

We  have  bsgun  the  Tear  in  honour  of  Mary*  Our 
confreres  in  Hoise  expected  to  attend  the  open* 
ing  at  Saint  Mary  Major's  if  it  was  at  all 
possible*  It  imst  have  been  grand*  We  narked 
the  opmiing  of  the  Marial  Tear  here  with  a 
SoJjemi  Hi^  Mass  at  7s30  p*m*  %e  people 
turned  out  pretty  well  to  attend  it*  It  seens 
that  the  ev«iing  is  nore  convenient  for  then 
than  the  laming*  The  8th  of  Deceaber  is  not 
a  holyday  of  obli^tion  here,  a  fact  %Ad.ch 
sur|»rised  me  somewtet,  nor  is  January  1st, 
nor  the  6th*  Ever  sinc&e&\  Concordat  between 
Kapdeon  and  the  Vatican  there  have  been  such 
fewer  holydays  in  France* 


L 
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I  finally  got  registered  officially  at  the 
Sorbonne*  It  is  a  c<»Bplicated  Inisiness  ii^- 
deed«  From  i^«at  I  can  see  the  French  are 
strong  on  theory  and  specalatiosi  tat  when  It 
cooes  to  practice*  I  aean  lieing  practical^ 
they  are  at  quite  a  loss*  In  Tcnronto  ve  M^mt 
through  the  process  of  registratimi  in  one 
day  and  without  too  many  hard  feelings  en  the 
part  of  anyone  t  tat  here  it  takes  ds^fs  and 
daySf  and  no  one  is  in  good  humour  after  it 
all  or  even  through  it*  101  papers  have  to 
ta  presentedt  and  all  of  them  stamped  in  a 
different  office  in  different  taildings#  imi 
of  course  there  is  the  usual  line«ups  of 
students  doing  the  same  thing*  that  is  going 
throu^  the  process*  in  every  office  idiere  one 
is  req:aired  to  go*  It  is  with  a  g±^   of  re«- 
lief  that  cme  finally  issues  frc»  the  last 
desk  with  the  hard«eamed  lecture  card  and 
your  name  sooewhere  in  the  University  files* 
They  tell  me  a  second  registration  is  necess- 
ary at  the  time  of  ttcaminations  in  order  to 
ta  admitted  to  vrr ite.  I  hope  it  is  not  as 
complicated  as  the  first  one*  nor  as  nerve 
xmdcing* 

While  on  the  8a1»Ject  of  the  S<»rlK)nne*  I  can 
make  it  the  centre  of  descripticoi  for  this 
time.  It  is  a  huge  tailding*  something  likB 
the  Hoyal  Ontario  Mosem  in  Toronto  from  the 
outside*  though  much  older  and  temmed  in  by 
wmnj  more  other  taildings*  It^s  central  part 
is  a  large  chapel  witli|pi  prominent  dome  over 
it  that  can  be  ^&i   for  some  distance*  This 
chapel  is  evidence  that  the  University  was 
once  Catholic*  but  now  it  is  only  an  empty 
hall  where  vistors  aad  tourists  are  conducted^ 
The  classrooms  are  all  pretty  large;  they 
call  tliem  aasphitheatres*  They  vary  in  size 
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¥at  the  average  one  would  bold  about  'KX) 
«tudenta«  ^liey  aire  quite  dark  and  dreary- 
looking  t  in  need  of  redecoration  I  w<Hild  say. 
Die  benches  are  plain  hard  wood«  curring 
around  the  roco  and  descending  in  gradation 
toiiard  the  teacher *s  desk.  Large  though  they 
•e«R«  they  are  nonetheless  auch  too  saall  for 
tte  auaber  of  students  v^o  try  to  get  in  to 
ttuMU  It  is  an  obvious  fact  in  alalBt  every 
oaie  of  thes  that  the  registration  is  such  be» 
yond  the  capacity  of  the  building*  So  the 
result  is  that  if  you  d(m*t  arrive  veil  in 
advance  of  the  class  you  will  have  to  stand 
at  the  back  or  along  the  sides*  As  you  can 
imagine  the  teacher  has  very  little  ecmtaet 
with  the  students  althcmgh  cme  has  the  riglit 
to  go  and  see  thB  px*ofessor  after  the  lecture 
in  a  little  reception  roos*  It  is  often  worth 
your  life  to  get  In  and  out  of  these  lecture 
rooos*  %ere  is  cmly  one  entrance  to  most  of 
theot  md  it  is  quite  narrow*  Wh^a  the  time 
coaea  to  change  classes  all  the  students  on 
the  inside  start  shoving  out«  and  the  crowd 
ifldLting  to  get  in  start  shoving  in*  For  a 
few  joameDta  then  between  lectures  it  is  really 
ridiculous*  All  the  learning  and  intelligence 
of  the   great  oasters  that  have  gone  throng 
there  haven^t  sucNceeded  in  solving  the  sitn-* 
aticn.  I  being  inch  l^is  intellectual  am 
tempted  to  go  over  some  nig^t  after  hours 
with  a  few  todst  umg  them  a  good  axOf  and 
widen  the  doon  aoaawliat* 

Veil  folks  I  better  scoot*  It  is  drawing 
near  to  6  pm  and  I  want  to  get  this  in  the 
•veniag  mail*  Am  anxious  to  hear  of  sooe 
improvement  in  Aunt  Kate^s  condition*  Be 
assured  that  you  are  ever  in  mj  prayers* 


'^iMi     f1?''Ari^'    > 
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Dear  M<^«  Dad^  and  Kixik« 

It  will   lie  nearing  the  great  feast  of  Christ* 
oas  likely  wh«i  jou  get  this  so  1*11  sake  it 
my  Tehicle  of  best  %dahe8«  The  card  that  I 
mvDt  by  ordinary  mail  may  not  arrive  on  timet 
and  as^  way  it  is  not  such  of  a  Christeas 
card*  Hiey  are  hard  to  find  over  here  and 
aaaaBlngly  expensive  when  CB2ce  found*  11:ie 
practice  of  sending  them  m»&m   to  be  an  Eng^ 
lieh  or  toerican  custcHB  that  hasn*t  spr^id  to 
the  continent* 

I  hope  you  are  all  veil*  Tbaaks  very  much 
for  year  last  letter,  Horn*  It  is  good  neiw 
to  hear  there  se^os  to  be  some  iisprovem^it 
in  Aunt  Kate*  We  sare  hope  it  %fill  continue* 
I  was  quite  surprised  to  hear  of  Marg  £its>- 
pat3rick*s  death;  it  must  have  c<»ie  as  quite 
a  blow  to  the  other  members  of  the  family* 
Aiist  gave  me  an  inkling  of  her  condition  in 
his  letter  but  I  had  no  idea  it  vsls  so  4d^ 
vanced*  It  is  things  like  that  that  make  one 
a  bit  apprehensive  bef<»*e  opening  a  letter 
free  abroad*  I  will  certainly  give  her  a 
is^peeial  mem^ito  in  my  Hiubs,  and  please  tell 
Jlmpy  or  Sister  DeSales  that  should  you  see 
them  soon* 

Oar  weather  of  late  has  been  resiarkable  for 
its  goodness*  We  have  had  no  fog  for  two  or 
three  we^cs  and  no  rain  either;  in  fact  the 
sun  has  been  (^t  beautifully  for  most  of  Decem- 
ber so  far*  I*m  afraid  the  buds  are  going  to 
be  tempted  to  start  sprouting*  I  gueasyou 
are  having  similar  weather*  Haybe  the  tropic£il 


Deceed)er  27 1  1953  25^ 

ssone  is  shifting  positicm  and  there  will  te 
no  need  to  go  to  Florida  for  the  winter  in  a 
few  years* 


It  hardly  ^ess  pcNssible  that  we  should  be 
approaching  so  nearly  to  the  date  of  Christ-* 
■as*  I^ffi  sure  I  don*t  know  where  the  Fall 
went  I  it  has  been  the  shortest  term  I  can 
rwronber  since  entering  the  Community*  I 
m^jp>po9B   the  variety  and  rapidity  of  events 
has  shortened  the  days  as   it  were*  Our  lec- 
tures stop  en  the  23  and  begin  again  «i  Janu-^ 
ary  4*  They  got  under  way  so  late*  Roveaber 
Istt  that  I  hardly  feel  entitled  to  holidays « 
but  then  wh^d  I  look  at  the  se<md  tens 
stretching  rig^t  to  the  first  week  of  July« 
I  logically  deduce  that  a  breather  now  won*t 
do  any  hara  at  all*  At  Easter^  too^  I  believe 
Me  haam  momt  tiae  off;  just  how  much  I  don*t 
know*  Father  Dick  D<movan  and  I  had  planned 
to  go  to  Notre  Daae«  for  KLdnight  HasSf  but 
it  looks  as  thoo^  we  %rill  not  be  able  to 
sake  it*  He  has  been  chosen  Mo  say  Mass  at 
■l^ii^t  in  one  of  the  Convents  here*  So  far 
Z  «i  left  free  but  aay  also  be  called  upon* 
If  not  I  aay  go  over  to  St*  Eustache  where 
they  have  a  renowned  boys*  choir*  1*11  be 
letting  you  know  after  ChriataAs  how  things 
Meat.     Our  little  trip  down  to  see  the  Basil- 
ians  in  southern  France  will  likely  take  us 
out  of  Paris  until  January  3z*<it  so  you  will 
understand  if  the   letters  are  a  bit  irregular 
for  a  while* 

Tbaorrow  ni^t  all  the  Catholic  stud^Eits  at 
the  Sorbcene  are  taekiskg  a  pilgriange  in  honour 
of  Our  Lady  f r<»s  the  University  up  to  Sacred 
EMirt  Church  in  the  north  of  the  city*  I  will 
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join  in  thou^  it  laeans  a  rather  late  retir- 
lag  hour*  It  will  be  a  walk  of  about  two 
hmors*  Ve  are  to  pray  and  sixig  hpma  on  the 
way  and  thai  assiat  at  Mass  upon  arrival* 
The  iKirch  leaves  the  ^*Place  de  la  Sorbonne** 
at  8  p»a*;  just  when  the  pilgrims  ^ches  noBa** 
return  t  I  have  no  idea* 

Sp^iking  of  students  there  was  quite  aai  affair 
the  day  before  yesterday  at  the  Itoiversity. 
About  3»000  students  had  a  big  rally,  speeches 
etc*  in  the  open  air,  after  %diich  they  pro* 
ceded  to  walk  in  a  bady  to  the  Houses  of 
Parliaaent.  They  were  protesting  against  the 
ixtftdequate  budget  granted  by  the  govesmannt 
for  the  aaelioraticsi  of  the  educational  de-> 
ficiencfrs*  Such  a  crowd  blocked  the  traffic^ 
on#  one  of  Paris*  main  bouleTards  which  problem 
the  police  undertook  to  remedy*  !niey  went 
after  the  students  rather  ruthlessly t  it  seems 
for  30  of  thi»B  were  injured*  ^  some  rather 
badly*  The  pfqpers  were  full  of  it  aU  today* 
'There  are  pro*s  and  con^St  but  one  thing  is 
sure  •  French  teespers  rise  quickly* 

Veil  let  me  wish  one  and  allm  very  holy  and 
happy  QiristfflEUB*  As  you  say  we  will  be  to* 
gather  in^  prayer  and  that  is  what  counts*  One 
of  tsj  three  Masses  cm  Christmas  mc»ming  %dll 
be  for  you  all* 


Cairistmas  Bre,  December  2k ^   19^3 

Dear  ¥km^   Dad,  and  Kiak, 

I  should  really  wait  tmtil  after  the  great 
feast  now  to  send  you  this  letter  in  vhlch  I 
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could  describe  how  things  ventt  Imt 
looks  like  a  full  day  while  I  ha^e 
tiae  this  afternoon.  But  in  fact  I  am  not 
sure  when  this  will  get  under  way  to  ycu  be- 
cause the  post  offices  in  Paris  are  en  strike 
at  the  aoaent*  We  ha^e  received  no  aail  for 
three  days  now*  nor  has  anyone  else«  so  if 
there  are  no  deliveries  I  rather  doubt  if  there 
are  any  pick-ups  either. 

Monday  I  received  your  good  letter,  lloai«  and 
thanks  very  imich  for  writing^  also  for  the 
S5  bill  enclosed*  TSwit  was  very  kind  of  you 
to  send  oe  that  for  the  trip.  You  senticmed 
that  there  adght  be  scaie  difficulty  in  c<m- 
verting  it  into  francs,  but  I  assure  you  it 
is  not  hard.  Both  Canadian  and  American 
ooney  are  extreoely  well  received  ever  here, 
apeeially  the  foraer.  1  really  think  it  is 
i|bout  the  i^>8t  valuable  money  in  the  world 
at  the  pres^it  time.  Hie  exchange  offices 
are  only  too  happy  to  bay  Canadian  bills* 
Thanks  too  for  your  best  wishes  and  for  a 
Merry  CSiristmas.  I*m  sure  it  will  be* 

^taiig}it  about  10  p»8i*  I  am  going  over  to  the 
church  of  St*  iSuatache^  mainly  for  the  HRBSt 
tet  also  to  hear  the  boy  choristers  there* 
ilhey  are  supposed  to  be  very  good*  ¥e  had 
planned  to  go  over  to  Notre  Dame,  but  since 
Dick  (Father  Donovan)  couldn^t  coae  Z  decided 
not  to  go  alone* 

Our  weather  is  not  exactly  what  you  would 
call  wintry  in  the  Canadian  sense.  It  has 
been  raining  most  of  the  afternoon.  Hope  it 
elears  up  before  toni^t  as  I  intend  to  go 
9mr  to  St.  ^^tache  by  bike  and  rain  is 
never  joyously  received  on  the  top  of  a 
bicycle. 
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Well  France  finally  got  herself  a  President« 
but  not  %ilthoat  quite  an  effort*  It  was  all 
alrart  of  di^raeeful  shovt  wmH  it?  Most 
tk   theis  here  a^tm  to  be  pretty  tosiliated 
about  itf  and  despite  their  patriotic  feelings 
Just  vtukt   viU  becoae  of  the  country 
ttuaUy.  Of  course  the  president  is  aore 
or  less  of  a  figure  head  in  the  Kepubliei 
his  po8iti<»a  cc^ies  nowhere  near  that  of  the 
president  of  the  l^oited  States*  His  election 
is  almost  a  fomalityt  &s  a  natter  of  fact; 
but  the  aanner  in  which  it  was  carried  out 
was  indicative  of  dissension  and  hence  veak«- 
nesst  it  ae«Mi  to  ne*  The  present  strike 
touches  us  mo3re  personally*  It  too  is  a  sign 
of  instability  and  at  the  same  tiise  is  some** 
i^bat  inconvenient*  If  it  lasts  ouch  longer 
there  is  going  to  be  a  great  pile  of  maiil  to 
sort  when  the  workers  c(»ae  back* 

Since  a^  last  letter  an  event  took  place  in 
which  I  participated  and  which  has  left  me 
with  acne  wcmderful  iarpressions^  that  was  a 
pilgriaage  to  the  basilica  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
in  Hemtoartre*  Between  8«0CX)  and  9tOOO 
Catholic  students  assraebled  last  Friday  ni|^t 
in  frcmt  of  the  Sorb<Hme  about  8  p*a*  We  walked 
in  a  long  coluian  throu^  the  streets  up  to  the 
northern  end  of  the  city^  with  <mly  (me   stop 
cm  the  way  9  in  frcmt  of  Notre  Daae  Ca^edral^ 
vhere   %fe  all  sang  the  Salve  l^;isa  at  the  top 
of  our  voices.  Having  once  arzdved  in  the 
basilica  ife  chanted  Matins  and  then  assisted 
at  a  Solmmi  Maa»*  I  shall  never  f<^get  the 
power  of  those  youthful  voices  as  they  altern- 
ated on  the  Fsalns  and  hymns  of  the  office  and 
the  Mass*  They  mxre   than  filled  the  huge 
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VRulted  arches  of  that  treisendous  chiireh*  It 
gave  oe  to  believe  that  there  is  still  8<»Be 
hope  for  the  future  of  France  if  her  lead^v 
are  to  be  taken  frosj  the  fflidst  of  these  appar<» 
ently  ferv^it  ptlgrias*     The  ceremony  *»s  over 
about  12:30  a«m«t  just  in  time  to  let  ua 
eateh  the  last  subway  trains.     I  came  hone 
pretty  fagged  out^  bot  rerj  happy  that  I  had 
tak^i  part* 

Wall,  folks t  once  mora  the  very  best  wishes 
for  tiie  New  Ywur  to  you  all. 


January  13,  195^  3> 

Baar  Noa*  Dad^  and  Klnkt 

!•  narrates  weather^  tells  of  letter  received* 

2«  Effects  of  nail  strike*  No  sign  of  padcage 

Things  are  rolling  again  at  the  Sorbonne,  ia 
factt  a  B^nticn  is  aade  now  and  then  of  final 
mams  in  Jime*  Ve  keep  our  eyes  aore  or  leas 
fixed  on  the  latter  part  of  that  sonth  %ih«i 
the  year  will  ccmie  to  an  eaid^   and  leave  us 
trme   for  a  good  long  suoner*  The   systea  of 
exafldnatiocs  is  quite  different  here*  Thoa^ 
one  has  to  prepare  the  whole  year's  work^ 
that  is«  all  the  authors  studied «  only  one 
anthort  and  cmly  one  quest icm  on  that  author 
ccmstitutes  the  exam*  Since  t%#o  courses  Mdce 
a  full  yeart  we  have  only  two  esoBom^  and 
h^ice  only  tira  questions*  It  sounds  a  bit 
€oa|>licated  but  is  really  very  siaple*  1*11 
be  telling  you  sKsre  about  it  later  on  when 
the  spectre  becomes  more  ismis^nt.  In  the 
seen  tine  don*t  worry  about  iqy  healthy  for  X 
have  been  feeling  {ine,  and  expect  that  I 
can  <Dntinue  to  do  so^  God  willing*  As  you 
counsel^  one  can  only  do  one*s  best  at  tlM 
studies  t  and  that  best  has  to  be  a  prudent 
one* 

k*   Sent  scne  x^otograx>hs* 

5*  Promises  to  continue  acccwnt  of  tour* 

Ve  left  the  Basil  1  ana  early  <m  the  aoming 
of  December  28*  The   bus  we  had  to  catch  went 
by  a  certain  Caf^  four  miles  away  at  7:30  ais, 
so  in  order  to  get  Mass^aid^  have  breakfast 
(which  really  doean^t  tato  very  long  over 
here),  and  get  our  things  together  we  had  to 
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be  up  vith  the  first  rooster*  One  of  the 
▼illagers  on  his  way  to  woric  brought  us  to 
the  said  eafe  in  his  car*  That  day  ve 
touched  on  several  small  and  interesting 
to«ns«  each  typical  in  its  cwx  noiy  of  %duLt 
is  called  ••le  Midi"  or  southern  central  France, 
Abcmt  nocn  we  came  to  the  city  of  Nlttes  (ab<mt 
85^000  x>eople)«  After  decking  oar  bags  and 
eating  at  a  restaurant  not  far  f roia  the  bus 
depot  we  proceeded  to  espl<»re  the  place  en 
foot*  It  was  <me   of  the  windiest  days  I  hare 
ever  lived  throu^*  We  could  hardly  «alk  down 
the  street!  in  fact  at  one  moo^it  I  lost  ay 
beret,  and  it  takes  son»  little  breesse  to 
blow  one  of  ^ose  things  off  your  head*  I 
\iaa  afsaid  it  would  roll  like  a  little  tire 
for  blocks  with  ee  in  soutane  vainly  trying 
to  overtake  it,  but  luckily  it  flopped  over 
a  couple  of  tiaies  after  the  oanner  of  a  pan- 
cake and  was  easily  recovered* 


owes  its  origin  to  the  Hcxsans  around 
120  5*C*  An  aqueduct  and  a  public  fountain 
t<^ether  with  the  huge  arena  still  bear  %rit- 
n«ss  to  them*  A  temple  to  Siana  is  still 
partially  standingi  some  artisans  were  woA- 
ing  on  it  vh&i  ire  visited  it  trying  to  restore 
or  make  safe  a  part  of  the  roof*  The  huge 
arena  or  aaphitheatre  is  extremly  well  pre-- 
served,  and  very  iiapressive  not  only  Inf  reas<»i 
of  its  size  but  of  its  ayosBetry  and  design 
as  well*  ^t  is  truly  amazing  the  stone  work 
that  can  be  seen  there  down  under  the  seats* 
Tou  would  wcmder  how  in  the  world  they  ever 
got  such  huge  stcmes  into  place,  and  so  well 
into  place,  for  it  shows  great  care  in  con* 
structioQ*  Wlien  the  Soaans  built  a  place  of 
it  or  eWertainsient  they  st<^ped  at 
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nothing*  Ve  imlkad  the  vhole  af  ternocn 
▼isiting  the  spots  a&2^ed  out  in  our  guide 
bo(^CG9  and  then  to<^  the  bus  about  6  p»B» 
for  Aries* 


It  urns  abcmt  9  P«bu  when  we  reached  Aries  so 
we  sought  out  a  reesooable  |K»tel  and  stayed 
there  overnight.  The  next  morning  ve  said 
Mmm  in  the   old  old  cath«iral  of  Saint-^ 
Trephil^t  8^<^  ^o  be  the  aost  beautiful  churches 
in  all  southern  France*  -^t  is  the  best  ex* 
aople  of  ^^<Maan  style  in  architecture ,  especi- 
ally its  cloister*  ^e  whole  city  (ab<»Lt 
17«0CX)  people)  is  again  very  Rooant  iro  wk^ 
so  that  it  is  called  French  H<»ie*  It  too 
has  a  huge  arena  in  st(me«  thou^  not  so  well 
presM:*ved  as  the  one  at  Nlaes;  the  Arlois  of 
course  claia  it  is  far  3Ux>erior,  however* 

Aries  is  the  birthplace  of  a  tamcxia   l6th 
oentury  Tk^nch  poet^  Fangois  Mstral*  I 
dan^t  kncv  whether  he  is  responsible  for  it 
or  not  9  but  the  wind  vdiich  I  ssenti^aed  at 
Ntiiest  and  which  mob   just  as  strong  at  Arles^ 
is  called  the  ^^mistral'^  Apparently  it  blows 
during  the  winter  every  so  often  ^  and  always 
for  either  three  days  or  six  days  or  ninef 
if  it  goes  beyond  three  it  will  surely  be  six, 
and  if  pmrehance  beycmd  six  it  will  be  nine  « 
so  the  lady  at  the  hotel  told  us*  Another 
curious  item  along  that  lines  the  fastest 
trtdn  in  the  world  runs  betwe<m  ^aris  axid 
Marseille  and  is  called  also  1«e  Mistral"* 

Towards  evssiing  we  clisbed  into  a  bus  agedn 
and  went  en  to  Avignon  (^,000  inhabitatS^  - 
I  happen  to  have  the  guide  book  here  in  front 
of  ne,  hence  the  population  figures  «-  not  tej 
■siuoryt)*  Since  the  distance  is  not  far  we 
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arrived  in  time  to  get  in  on  the   last  tour 
of  the  day  throQg^  the  Palace  of  the  Popes* 
the  »08t  remeurkable  thing  at  ATignon*  You 
probably  know  the  history  of  this  papal  res- 
idence i^ere  cme  true  Pope,  Clesent  y«  took 
jrefuge  diiring  civil  uprisings  in  Italy  in 
the  13th  century  and  where  a  series  of  false 
popes  also  lived  after  his  death.  It  is  a 
magnificent  buildingt  and  of  treaendoos  di« 
aensions*  Bat  I  don^t  know  how  t^ey  ever 
heated  it  for  it  was  as  cold  as  a  morgue  the 
day  we  were  there «  There  are  no  longer  any 
furniture  Cfr   furnishings  in  it:  Jtist  one 
huge  ro<M&  or  hall  after  €mother*  When  the 
guide  explains  what  took  place  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  it  is  sore  interesting  than  it 
w<»ild  be  if  one  were  to  go  through  it  alone* 
I  don*t  say  that  in  praise  of  guides  in  gen- 
eral, however;  usually  they  are  a  nuisance  and 
detract  froa  the  beauty  of  one*s  first  dis- 
coveries <m  first  arriving  at  a  place*  But 
for  certain  monuments  they  are  more  or  less 
indispensable,  especially  when  one  hasn^t 
much  time  to  find  out  for  (meself  •  Later 
that  ni^t  we  boarded  a  train  and  went  to 
Valence  where  we  camped  down  for  the  night* 
We  wanted  to  get  as  close  as  possible  to 
Grenoble  that  day  in  order  not  to  have  too 
far  to  travel  the  next  day« 

Closes,  prcHBising  to  continue  in  next  letter, 
with  f£unily  greetin^^* 


January  20,  195^  ^3 

36 t  rue  Guilleminot 
Paris  l^f   France. 
Jan*  20»  195^ 

Dear  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Happy  Birthday,  Dad!  !Qiou^  the  greetings 
are  late^  I  smd  thea  %rith  all  ny  best  id-shes, 
sare  the  one  mUt  that  I  could  be  there  to 
celebrate  it  with  yox.  If  planes  veire  aore 
hi^^ily  developed  I  cmild  be  there  to  hare 
supper  with  you  toni^t,  and  would  more   than 
likely  bring  you  a  bottle  or  two  of  good 
9aat§fxndy  wine*  But  I  guess  %#ishes  were  ever 


2«  Discusses  weather  in  Canada* 

5«  ^BQks  of  winter  in  ^aris* 

Veil,  in  our  last  letter  we  were  Just  leaving 
Avignon,  and  I  promised  not  to  burden  you 
■uch  Icmger  with  the  reading  of  this  account, 
so  we  should  pull  into  ^aris  again  by  the  end 
of  this  one*  It  was  dark  idien  we  boarded  the 
train  north  out  of  Avignon  and  quite  late  vdien 
we  arrived  at  Valence,  about  ??  miles  distant 
and  since  we  caught  an  early  train  out  of 
Yalmce  the  next  morning,  I  really  ean*t  des- 
cribe the  countryside  or  the  city  itself  for 
the  truth  is  we  didn't  see  them*  Hie  day 
turned  out  beautifully  as  we  proceeded  to 
Grenoble,  New  ^ear*s  Day  at  that*  13ie  train 
runs  throu^  the  Hhtee  valley  and  for  miles 
to  your  left  stretches  a  range  of  jagged  and 
lofty  mountains  t^iich  in  the  morning  sun 
against  a  blue  sky  background  with  its  ir- 
rei^lar  line  of  snowy  peaks  is  a  delightful 
picture  indeed*  It  was  quite  cold  in  that 
section  with  the  result  that  we  had  to  keep 
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mBrmping  the  frost  off  the  vindovs  of  the 
tarain  in  order  to  enjoy  the   saagnif icent 
winter  scene* 

We  spent  the  rest  of  liev  ^ear*s  Day  and  that 
ni^t  in  Grenoble*  IXiring  the  day  w  walked 
to  the  different  points  of  interest  amtioned 
in  the  '•Blue  Guide  Book*'  i^iich  w  read  faith«» 
fully  upon  arrival  in  ea^  city*  %e  most 
«cciting  event  of  tbm  day  was  our  teleferic 
trip  up  to  the  top  of  a  nearby  i^xintain  f^oo 
ii^ich  point  we  had  a  aagnificent  view,  not 
only  of  the  whole  cityt  tat  of  the  surrounding 
mountains*  Unfortunately  the  day  %ais  sliglitly 
eloudy  at  the  tiiMit  tat  what  we  could  see  was 
unforgettable  t  nevertheless*  fhat  nig^t  for 
a  bit  of  after  hours  entertainamoLt  im  went  to 
a  theatre  and  saw  Pater  Pan  in  French* 

file  following  Homing  after  saying  Mass  quite 
early  in  Sacred  Heart  %ureht  we  set  out  for 
a  full  day^s  travelling*  What  a  day  it 
turned  out  to  be!  ^The  train  up  to  Annecy 
was  fairly  cc»nfortable  and  not  too  crowded* 
We  enjoyed  that  part  of  the  trip*  And  during 
our  three  hours  wait  at  Annecy  we  had  tiae 
not  only  for  dinner  ^  but  for  a  walk  to  the 
pBxk  which  borders  the  laket  Lac  d*^Weey* 
Utere  we  saw  another  beautiful  si^t*  The 
lake  is  bordered  on  the  opposite  side  by 
towering  majestic  BKmntains  \diich  at  the  time 
%fere  capped  in  %diite!  I  thiz^  it  must  be 
similar  to  Lake  Louise  in  British  Columbia, 
thou^  I  have  not  been  to  the  latter  and  have 
seen  it  only  in  pictures*  I  had  run  out  of 
film  by  then  so  have  no  snaps  of  it;  Father 
Di^  Dcmovan  took  a  few  with  his  camera  in 
colour,  however,  which  should  be  very  good 
if  they  c(HBe  cmt*  They  will  only  be  slides, 
thou£^* 
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At  1:^5  P*B«  ve  clisbed  on  the  train  for 
Paris t  and  we  literally  cliBibed  on*  for  it 
%ias  packed  to  the  doors*  As  I  look  back  on 
it  now  ve  ad^t  have  been  better  off  had  we 
climbed  up  on  ttj^   of  it  and  rode  back  to  Parisy 
thcu^  the  lug^BLge  si^t  have  presented  a  bit 
of  a  problexB  at  sooe  of  the  oany  tunnels  we 
^icountered  on  the  %«ay«  After  no  little  effort 
the  two  of  us  got  standing  room  in  the  end   of 
the  coach 9  beside  the  little  washroom*  In  t 
that  small  space  there  were  exactly  12  of  us 
with  our  luggage  %diich  for  s<»e  consisted  of 
a  duffle  bag  and  a  pair  of  skis*  The  whole 
situation  was  so  outragecms  we  took  it  rather 
li^tly  at  first  and  ammaged  to  lau^  a  bit* 
^Nirely  they  were  going  to  put  on  more  coaches« 
we  said  hopefully,  and  then,  surely  8<»se 
people  would  be  getting  off  at  the  different 
stations*  But  surely  they  didn*t  put  en  any 
more  coaches,  and  for  sTery  one  or  two  that 
managed  to  work  their  way  out  to  get  off  at 
particular  stations  there  were  three  or  four 
squeezed  on,  and  with  luggage  galore*  Propped 
against  the  imll  with  my  valise  on  top  of 
someone  elaw'St  I  was  Jogging  along  this  way 
«nd  that  i^en  the  awful  thou^t  struck  ae 
that  I  hadn't  a  word  of  office  said*  Earlier 
in  the  day  I  had  not  bothered  to  say  az^ 
knowizig  I  would  haTe  oodles  of  time  to  say  it 
while  rolling  back  to  Paris  that  afternoon* 
Timm  I  had  indeedt  but  the  circumstances 
%iKren*t  exu^tly  what  I  had  euTisaged*  HoweTer 
I  got  the  breviazy  out  and  said  it  from  start 
to  finish  standing  part  of  the  time  on  ^y 
own  feet  and  the  rest  of  the  time  either  on 
someone  else's  or  they  on  mine^  The  afternoon 
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drew  oai«  the  sun  withdrew  fron  the  al^t 
ni^t  overtook  us  and  still  we  rolled  en. 
l^e  initial  humour  of  the  situati(m  had  long 
since  gLren  way  respectively  to  feelings  of 
annoyance,  e^eer  anger,  prolonged  resignation « 
numbness,  and  finally  growing  fatigue*  About 
9:30  the  lights  of  ^aria  started  passing  by 
the  st eased  up  windows,  and  at  two  idnutMi 
to  ten  we  tumbled  out  onto  the  platform!  In 
our  abn<««al  state  of  mind  we  found  a  restaur- 
ant, ate  suppler,  managed  somehow  to  take  the 
ri^t  subway  home  and  fell  into  bed*  **Vell 
did  yoo  have  a  nice  holiday?**  they  a^ed  us 
the  negct  moaming,  to  which  we  replied, 
^<mderful,  wonderfull**  adding  on  the  side, 
**e3ceepticn  made  for  the  trip  back*** 

Closes  with  hfype   that  all  this  has  not  bored 
you  too  much  and  greetings* 


Jmiuary  27,  195^» 

Dear  K<»&,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

1*  Apologises  for  delay  of  a  day  in  sending 

letter* 
2*  Weather  in  Cttoad  and  in  ^aris* 


Yesterday  I  was  amused  at  seeing  a  whole 
Imnch  of  school  kids  in  <me  of  the  paxicm 
allding  back  and  forward  at  a  great  rate  on 
a  small  strip  of  ice  they  had  found  on  one 
of  the  paths*  It  vqm  a  great  novelty  for 
ttem  and  you  can  be  assured  the  French  ex- 
^remsicns  of  joy  and  i^Ii^t  were  flying  fast, 
too  fast  for  me  to  pdLck  up  very  much*  I  find 
the  speaking  of  French  is  coming  a  bit  more 
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easily  and  the  understanind  of  it  too*  It  ±m 
a  bIcm  process,  bat  any  progress  is  enccmr^ 
ai^g*  Kids  ha:ve  soch  an  advantage  over 
adults  iiihen  it  comes  to  learning  a  language* 
They  pick  it  up  In  no  tiae,  it  seeae*  Wish 
I  could  learn  their  technique,  which  probably 
consists  in  turning  back  the  years,  and  that 
is  not  so  easily  done* 

Expresses  thanks  for  a  letter  received* 

Paragrai^  about  a  missing  parcel* 

Last  Sunday  after  an  early  Mass  here  in  the 
church  I  hiked  over  to  the  Cathedral,  Notre 
Daae«  for  the  Solesm  High  Hass  at  10  a*m*  to 
see  hov  things  are  carried  out  there*  It  was 
very  beautiful  and  iiqpresid.ve*  1!hey  have  a 
■agnificent  big  pipe  organ  there  that  s^ids 
a  volmw  of  tones  rolling  throu^  the  hi^ 
atone  archings  froc  one  end  to  the  other* 
The  choristers  too  are  quite  good,  though 
there  were  not  many  of  thea  on  hand  for  Sunday « 
Maybe  the  cold  drafts  that  sweep  over  that 
immeTiwe  stretch  of  floor  keep  thea  away  during 
Hie  winter  months*  It  was  really  cold  in 
therei  I  k^t  ay  oearf  and  overcoat  cm  and 
wi^ed  I  had  a  couple  more  over  them*  It  %ais 
not  hard  to  get  a  good  aeat  for  the  attendajaae 
was  not  too  large*  Outside  the  sun  \ma 
Alining  bristly  and  coaing  throu^  thoae 
aalti<»coloured  stained  glass  windows  it 
created  a  aost  beautiful  si^t*  I  stayed 
after  the  Mass  for  quite  BOsa»   tioe  adairing 
the  workte  of  those  mediaeval  artists  and 
wicdiing  you  could  be  there  to  enjoy  it  too* 
However,  I  did  not  forget  to  pray  for  you 
all  there*  Best  to  everyoBO  and  thjoiks  again 
for  writing* 


February  k^   195^  <! 

56  roe  Guilleoinot 
Paris  l^t  France 

Dear  ^cm^   Dad^  and  Kinkt 

1.     Tells  of  a  letter  announcing  the  birth 
of  a  taby  b<^  to  Loa* 

Zt  eontinses  to  keep  cold  over  he3ret  althcug^i 
today  it  has  moderated  a  little  bit*  For  the 
feast  of  the  Purificaticai  we  had  a  Soleisn 
Hl^  teas  here  in  the  churchy  Notre  Daoe  du 
'Travail*  As  is  the  ease  with  many  Parisian 
churches^  it  is  not  heated,  so  it  felt  the 
effects  of  the  cold  spell  to  the  full  and 
relayed  thesi  on  to  us  ^o  assisted  at  the 
Mass*  A  curious  result  of  the  lack  of  heat 
mmmed  us  during  the  eereaumy*  At  one  point 
the  celebrant  blesses  the  new  candles,  and 
then  sprinkles  thee  with  holy  vater*  Ifonsieur 
le  Cure,  ^e  celebrant,  reached  for  the 
i^adnkler  to  carry  out  the  prescribed  asperges 
but  it  was  frozen  solid  in  the  little  pail* 
After  two  or  three  energetic  atteopts  he  took 
the  pail  and  all,  held  it  over  one  of  the 
burning  hi^  candles  (they  stand  at  the  end 
of  the  altar  here  and  on  the  floor)  and  fin* 
ally  poured  the  few  drops  of  holy  water  on 
the  new  candles  that  had  melted  from  the  heat 
of  the  flaae*  It  was  not  exactly  a  liturgical 
gesture,  but  about  ^e  only  thing  he  could  do 
at  the   tiae*  A  eadle   of  aauseaent  %rent  from 
one  to  the  other  in  the  sanctu^&yt  9aid   the 
little  aQ.tar  boys  in  particular  oaomed  to 
ttijoy  itt  all  except  the  one  who  presented  the 
aspersory*  To   give  you  a  further  idea  of  how 
chilly  it  was  in  the  church,  I  was  wearing 
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the  folloving  articles  of  clothing:  wooU^i 
undervear^  three  sweaters «  cassock «  coie  ear« 
digan  8i#eater«  aearf  and  two  overcoats ,  all 
this  under  mj  sorplice,  and  oh  yeSf  my  over* 
shoes!  Yoa  wouldn^t  hare  recognized  the 
young  mxarmcKLB  prelate.  M»  le  Cure  got  quite 
a  kidk  out  of  such  a  get«-upt  and  told  me   I 
locked  like  what  his  idea  was  of  a  northern 
Canadian  trapper*  Anyimy  I  wasn^t  ecO^t 
though  not  a  bit  too  wanat  either*  1!hat*8  a 
record  for  me   for  clothes  at  once;  I  didn^t 
think  I*d  be  setting  it^  thou^t  in  l^od^* 

Hie  ^estion  of  the  woziser^'priests  is  a  big 
imsam  at  the  present  oom^it*  As  you  probably 
know  the  French  bish<^>8  got  together  and  drew 
up  a  program  for  them  which  greatly  curtailed 
tiieir  activities  in  the  factories*  one  of  the 
restrictitms  being  that  they  work  no  longer 
than  three  hours  a  day  with  ordinary  workers* 
1!his  proposal  was  not  very  well  accepted  by 
themi  s^^  A  letter  of  protest  was  printed  in 
the  leading  newspapers  yesterday  signed  by  73 
%K>rker-»prie8t8  throughout  France*  (%ey  are 
ab<mt  120  in  all).  It  reads  like  a  declar- 
ation that  they  will  go  cm  woxicing  as  they 
have  been  all  along,  despite  the  bishops*  It*s 
mn  unf  ortuate  problM  and  not  an  easy  one  to 
handle  for  the  difficulties  are  numerous* 
You  mi^t  include  it  in  your  prayers  that  it 
will  wox^  out  alright  and  not  be  too  great  a 
seandal  to  the  church  in  France*  As  csie  of 
pariests  here  said,  ISiey  have  need  of  our 
prayers  more  than  our  criticiaa* 

Inquired  about  missing  parcels  at  post  off  ice* 


I  see  tomorrow  is  Grandma  Fleury^s  anniversaryt 
so  I  will  give  her  special  mention  at  Mai»i* 


February  ^t  195^  3» 

Bj  the  tiae  this  letter  reftches  y&a^  Itom^   the 
12th  will  be  drawing  nig)i»  so  In  advance  let 
■»  \f±ah  you  happy  birthday*  You  say  be  sure 
that  you  will  be  in  ^y  prayers  that  day  aoore 
ttma  nsaal,  as  gift  will  give  yon  Ify  Hftma  that 
Boniing* 

Have  to  dash  to  a  lecture  now* 

«  «  « 

February  5t  195^. 

Bear  HoBf  Dad«  and  Kinkt  Pete^  and  Mary«^ 

Jiast  a  note  to  tell  you  the  two  boxes  arrived 
this  soming  ••• 


Wed*  Feb*  10^  195^* 

Deer  lf0K«  Dud*  and  Kink, 

Here  goes  a  few  v^>rds  of  greeting  this  after- 
noon before  I  go  buzzing  off  <m  «y  bike  to 
two  lectures  frosi  3^3  P*ffi*  •••  Severe  winter 
in  ^aris  this  year* 

ISianks  for  letter  received  on  Monday* 

danks  for  parcels  received* 

I  was  aaused  at  Margaret^s  defence  of  Paris 
and  at  the  same  tioe  grateful  for  the  coispli- 
mmxtm     It*s  true  that  there  are  parts  of 
Faxds  lidiich  are  pretty  hard  to  defend  ^  but 
it  has  its  beautiful  sections  too*  How  I 
would  love  to  take  you  all  for  a  to«r  throu^ 
its  good  and  bad  parts  to  let  yew  see  it  for 
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yourselves*  Maybe  you  %#ill  surprise  me  one 
of  these  days  with  a  letter  telling  me  you 
are  sailing  on  such  and  such  a  boat  and  will 
be  in  Paris  on  such  and  such  a  date.  If  such 
is  the  case  let  me  assure  you  that  I  will  not 
imit  for  you  in  Paris,  but  rather  on  the  very 
end  of  the  pier  where  the  boat  docks* 

WeU  there  is  just  about  enough  time  for  me 
to  make  it  to  the  Sorbonne  cm  ciy  Mistral  (the 
bike)*  Thamk  ymi  again  for  provisioning  so 
%rell  our  af temcKm  lunches  «•  "le  caase«^rodte*^ 
as  they  call  it* 


February  l8,  195*. 

Dear  lk»«  Dad,  and  Kink» 

Greetings  on  this  chilly  €iftemoon  just  pri<xr 
to  a  lectvire  at  4:30  p*8i*  Describes  Paris 
weather* 

ftaaks  tor  letters  and  for  the  provisi<ms  in 
the  boxes  previously  received. 

Ve  have  a  ccmfrere  with  ua  here  at  the  present 
tiiae.  Father  Ambrose  Raftia.  He  has  just  fin^ 
iahed  his  thesis  at  Cambridge  University, 
%gland,  for  his  second  doctorate,  the  first 
being  from  Laval  three  years  ago*  You  may 
rmamahmr  ay  mentioning  him  before  for  he  \mm 
studying  in  Quebec  the  year  I  was  at  the  Grand 
Seminaire*  He  did  his  first  thesis  in  the 
modem  period  in  Soci&l  Science.  l!h«fthe  wms 
assigned  to  Cambridge  to  wox^  on  the  history 
of  Eccmoffiics  in  the  Middle  Ages,  an  entirely 
new  field  which  required  his  starting  in  fr«B 


Feliruapy  l8,  195^  » 

oeratch*  So  now  after  three  y^ars  of  study 
and  research  he  has  come  out  with  a  k^O  page 
thiols  for  his  seccmd  Ph,D«  which  is  really 
•ooething  for  that  degree  is  only  accorded 
once  in  a  blue  ooon  in  BconcHnical  History* 
He  is  on  his  way  down  tg  Lourdes  now  before 
going  bade  to  Canada.   e  will  be  teaching 
in  the  Hediaeral  Institute  at  St*  Michael^s* 

Vellt  the  Church  in  France  has  received  an- 
other blo%r  in  the  suppreasion  of  three  Doidn- 
ioan  Provincials  and  the  r^si^^al  of  others 
frm  their  teaching  position*  It  has  caused 
quite  a  lot  of  heated  di3Cussi<Hi  ascmg  the 
clerical  circles «  and  even  among  the  seciilar 
new£X)aper8*  It  se^is  they  were  supporting  a 
social  doctrine  that  Home  considered  a  bit 
too  advanced*  This  knock  coming  close  on 
the  heels  of  the  priest-worker  iMtue  has  not 
exactly  increased  Freztch  loyalty  to  Hoiae* 
Qiere  is  no  love  lost  between  French  end 
Italians  t  or  between  any  of  these  nations 
over  here  for  that  matter*  I  never  really 
knew  wliat  national  prejudice  and  i£tter&e^ 
was  till  I  case  here*  It  is  very  interestlBg 
asd  enlightening  to  watch  as  a  spectator, 
but  thanks  be  I*m  not  a  Boropaan* 

Closing  greetings* 


AaSi   Wednesday  -  Kercredi  des  Cendres,  195^ 
Dear  MoBt  Da<it  an^  Kink* 

I  guesa  it  would  not  be  altogether  out  of 
place  to  start  today  by  wishing  joa  a  happy 
Lent  to  the  extent  to  which  that  is  possible^ 


Ash  Wednesday^  195^  53 

Lent  is  a  bit  late  in  coBdng  this  year,  bat 
Jiist  the  same  it  al%«ys  sort  of  creeps  up 
on  you  sooner  than  you  eocpect;  and  once  here 
it  moves  in  for  e±x  weeks  and  doe/^^t  budge 
an   inch  till  Holy  Saturday  •  The  regulations 
ewer  here  are  not  very  rigid,  in  fact  not 
BRich  different  fr<»a  ordinary  tiaes*  Fasting 
is  al!a<»t  non«e(xistent«  It  disappeared  with 
the  War,  and  hasn^t  cooe  back  since,  with  the 
excepti<8i  of  a  few  days  in  ^e  year.  But 
that  is  understandable t  I  think,  for  food  is 
still  a  problem  with  a  lot  of  people*  It 
takes  a  long  tiAe  to  get  over  the  effects 
tf  a  war* 

Monday  and  Tuesday  were  holidays  at  the  Uni-- 
versity  «•  limdi  et  aardi  gras,  and  came  as 
somewhat  of  a  relief  in  this  long  terra  fro« 
Christmas  to  Easter*     It  fell  particularly 
well  for  me  since  I  normally  have  most  of  ay 
lectures  <m  those  two  days,  nine  in  fact. 
Father  Dick  Dono^wn  and  I  did  a  little  bit 
of  visiting  around*  On  Monday  we  took  a  bus 
out  to  a  famous  old  rustle  in  the  saborbs^ 
about  20  kilOTietres  froo  ^aris,  Saint^-Geraain 
en  Leye.  It  was  the  residence  of  French  Kings 
for  centuries  before  Versailles  %ma  built* 
Most  of  the  catle  is  a  museua  now  exhibiting 
QalliC"-^s^n  statues,  weapons,  etc*,  but  it 
is  still  plain  to  see  from  the  iamense  rocas 
and  stairways  what  a  magnificent  building  it 
was*  ^e  grounds  at  the  back  of  it  are  soas 
thing  to  see  too;  there  must  be  about  500 
acres  of  forest  and  about  the  same  of  park 
with  a  grand  terrace  running  the  whole  length 
of  it  on  c»ie  side  from  where  you  get  a  view 


Aah  Wedneadajf  195^  5^ 

«f  several  sdles  in  the  direction  of  ^aria* 
To  see  such  a  lay-^oat  of  property  gives  you 
an  idea  of  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
BOitfurehy  here  in  fiance  in  forser  daySf  and 
miggests  a  reason  for  the  destructive  fury 
of  the  Revoluticm  in  1789» 

TiammdeLy   (yesterday)  yma  not  a  very  nice  day 
1^  ve  confined  our  8i^t«<ieeing  to  the  city* 
In  the  coa^psny   of  caie  of  the  curates  here  at 
the  parishf  l^abbe  (kmtoy^  ve  oade  a  thor«2^ 
inspection  of  the  church  St*-Etienne  du  Mont 
li^ere  Pascal  and  Racine  are  buried ,  and  thea 
the  ruins  of  an  early  outdoor  stadlua  sosie* 
thing  of  the  kind  we  saw  at  Aries  and  Nises 
during  the  Christmas  holidays*  It  being  the 
original  parish  of  l*abb4  CoBiby  he  proved  to 
be  a  very  capable  guide  and  was  able  to  keep 
us  circulating  in  local  French  history  f c^ 
three  or  four  hours*  ¥e  got  hooe  late  in 
the  afternoon  played  out  from  standing  and 
walkingt  ^t  happy  to  have  explored  that  osuch 
farther  into  Gallican  culture* 

Yesterday  aK>ming  ims  well  tak«i  up  t<K3*  One 
of  the  big  ^blic  theatres  gave  a  preview  to 
all  the  clergy  of  the  city  of  the  picture 
that  they  are  beginning  to  run  for  the  public 
^^^^^  Xis  D^frogu^*  The  title  is  a  bit  as- 
tounding«  but  no  moreso  than  the  movie*  It 
is  a  very  powerfiil  story  with  soee  breath- 
taking scHsents*  The  French  have  a  way  of 
going  to  unbelievable  lengths  when  it  comes 
to  sin  and  sacrilege*  The  part  of  the  de- 
frocked ptiest  is  taken  %y  Pierre  Fresnay* 
perhaps  the  greatest  actor  in  flench  films  of 
the  day*  ^e  is  a  wonderful  actor  i^d  without 
a  doubt  is  the  main  reason  for  the  picture's 
merit*  Thou^  there  is  nothing  at  all  irrev- 


hifmx 
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«cit  in  itt  in  fact  the  scenes  of  the  haLSs  and 
the  like  are  very  well  done^  neverthelei»9 
there  are  some  extremes  in  it*  and  per^ihaps 
an  overplay  of  sentis^fit  at  tii^s*  In  generalt 
howerer^  it  is  very  veil  donet  and  veU  worth 
seeing^  I  thizik.  I  don*t  know  under  what 
title  it  will  be  shown  in  Anerica,  hut  you 
will  recognize  it  by  the  nasie  Fresnay  \^o 
plays  the  leading  rSle. 

It  ims  good  news  to  hear  of  Aust  and  vTean^s 
new  boy*  %e  feminine  strain  seeas  to  be 
taking  a  beating.  Must  drop  thim  a  l^e,  to« 
day  if  possible*  Best  to  al^  and  don  t  over 
fast* 


36  rue  GNiilleminott  i^aris  Ik 
March  10,  195* 

Dear  M<m«  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Thanks  for  your  good  letter,  Hos,  which  arrived 
Monday  morning,  and  also  for  the  Mu»  intention 
enclosed*  I  sedd  the  l^&aa   this  morning  for 
Frank  Callaghan*  It  was  a  surprise  to  hear 
of  his  death,  and  he  will  be  niflsed  by  Paul 
and  his  mother* 

2m   Cooments  on  weather  in  Canada 

3.  Ofeservations  on  St.  I^trick^s  Itey* 

Farther  ^^ereoce  McLau^ain  has  probably  docked 
at  Cherbourg  by  now  (1:30  p*m*)*  We  are  going 
to  aaet  his  train  at  *:30  p*s*  here  at  the 
Gare  St*  Lazare* 

Closing  remaxkam 


^? 


2i>t  195^ 


Dmut  ItoBf  Dftdt  and  Kinkt 

1«  Btcelved  letter  with  nevs  of  St.  Patrick *8 
Degr  concert  in  Ilndsaj* 

Zm   Coanents  on  weather  in  -^aria* 

On  Sunday  afternoon  we  went  out  for  our  weekly 
Yisit  about.  This  time   it  was  the  oldeat 
ohsirch  in  *^arist  Saint-GernBdn-des-Prtet  coo- 
pie  ted  in  558*  It  was  firet  built  to  house 
the  cloak  of  St*  Vincent  which  was  brought 
baek  f rc»B  Spain  by  cme  of  the  early  French 
JEln^f  Childebert,  adTter  one  of  his  expediticms. 
But  after  the  Benedictines  came  to  ^aris  in 
the  8th  century  it  becaaje  the  abbey  church 
for  a  huge  monastery  constructed  arcamd  it* 
%is  territory  *»s  exrapt  from  all  diocesan 
authority  and  subject  directly  to  Hoise*  It 
suffered  sKxre  than  one  devastating  attack^ 
by  Nonnndst  etc*t  bo  that  i^sat  one  sees  to<» 
day  dates  only  froo  the  12th  century.  The 
only  recsiants  of  the  original  are  a  few  inrble 
pillars  that  can  be  seen  between  the  wiadowe 
that  mmirclt   the  sanctuary  behind  the  aain 
altar.  An  essaa^le  of  what  independence  this 
chiirch  commanded  is  furnished  on  the  occasion 
of  its  dedication.  OSie  Pope  his^elf ,  Alex- 
ander Illt  came  up  from  Roae  for  the  ccmsec- 
ration  in  Il63|  the  abbot  of  the  monastery 
WMi  seheduled  to  offer  the  Mass  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Holy  Father  who  was  already  in  his 
place  in  the  sanctuary.  The  Bishop  of  Paris 
was  also  in  attendance.  When  it  caae  time 
for  the  Mass  to  start  no  one  appeared  at  the 
altar.  The  delay  becaae  more  and  more  re«ark- 
able  but  still  no  abbot  was  aeen  celling  ent 
of  the  sacristy.  Finally  a  messenger 


^  tm  *^T  -H' 


Mureh  2^,  1^  ff 

mmit   ovor  to  the  Biah^  of  ^ar^   to  say  that 
the  Haas  would  not  begin  until  he  left  the 
church.  The  abbot  wanted  to  ssake  it  clear 
both  to  the  diocesan  cler^  and  the  Pope 
that  he  and  his  scnks  were  subject  directly 
to  Ho«a  and  no  one  else*  So  the  Bi^op  had 
no  choice  but  to  pick  up  his  train  and  leaye 
the  church* 

Saint-Qeraain  also  has  a  particular  interest 
for  Canadians  since  it  was  in  its  sanctuary 
that  Bii^pp  Laval  was  ccmsecrated,  the  fiirst 
bishop  of  Canada*  There  is  a  plaque  cohmmkt* 
ating  this  erent  ce  the  wall  of  the  choir  near 
the  main  altar« 

That  section  of  the  city  is  extres^ly  ccn«» 
gested  and  rickety*  But  thanks  to  our  bikMi 
(I  really  don*t  think  we  ever  could  hare 
done  it  in  a  car)  we  were  able  to  follow  the 
narrow  sinister  streets  to  other  points  of 
interest  in  that  district,  caie  of  them  being 
the  house  where  Dr.  Guillotin  invented  the 
famous  machine  called  after  hiOf  and  first 
tried  it  o^t  cq  ^toep*  I  wonder  if  he  had 
any  idea  how  aany  beads  would  fall  from  it  in 
the  ensuing  centuries* 

on  studies  and  closing  greetings^ 


April  ?♦  195^* 

Dear  MoBt  Dad,  ad  Kink, 

Since  we  strike  out  early  toaorrow  scming  I 
tho«(^t  I  better  get  a  word  off  to  you  tod^i 
The  next  one  will  porbably  be  from  Rcme^   but 
Just  when  I  can*t  say*  Our  roate  down  is 


April  7t  195^  9S 

pt^tty  well  (crowded  so  it*s  not  likely  1*11 
be  sending  yofu  any  letter  until  arrival  dc«m 
there t  with  the  possible  exception  of  a  post*- 
eard  or  two^  (or  tliree). 

Our  train  leaves  Paris  tosK>rrov  aoming  at 
7t^5  •s^»  from  (kore  de  l^Est^  ndiich  is  about 
an  hour's  ride  on  the  subway  froa  the  house 
here*  So  to  get  Haiss  and  breakfast  in  we'll 
have  to  be  scuttling  around  early  as  it  were* 
Ve  should  be  in  Bftle^  Switserlandt  by  1:13 
p^flu  where  we  cliange  trains  and  ai^ive  at 
Lucerne  around  3:00  o'clock*  Ve  are  staying 
there  OF^mt  ni^t^  and  in  the  morning  are  tak- 
ing the  boat  down  the  lake  to  Flueloa*  ^t 
is  supposed  to  be  a  rery  beautiful  trip  if  l^e 
weather  is  fine*  From  there  we  catch  a  train 
arcfoad   4:00  p*a*  idiich  takes  us  into  Italy 
by  C3iiasso  and  arriTes  in  Milan  about  9sOO 
p*m*  After  stopping  there  over  night  %»  go 
on  to  Venice  which  we  should  reach  by  4:30  p.m. 
Saturday  afternoon*  Ve  are  going  to  stay 
there  overnight  and  also  for  Palm  Sunday^  at 
least  until  about  2:00  p*m*  when  we  take  the 
ti^ain  for  Florence,  arriving  we  hope  at  7:00 
o*clock  in  the  evening*  All  of  M<Miday  and 
Tuesday  we  plan  to  stay  in  Florence;  early 
Vendesday  aoming  then  we  go  on  to  Assisi, 
hottetown  of  your  patrcm.  Dad*  Ve  will  have 
about  six  hours  between  trains  there  which 
should  give  us  scale  time  to  visit  the  shrine 
of  the  Saint*  The  oamB   day  we  continue  oa 
our  way  and  finish  up  the  trip  by  aurriving 
in  Hcniet  Wednesday  nii^t  about  9:00  p.a* 


of  the  naaes  of  these  stop-overs  may  be 
fondgn  to  yoa^   as  they  are  to  oe  yet*  So 
you  adg^t  be  able  to  follow  the  route^  McHit 
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if  you  get  out  the  old  Geography  bockf  Don^t 
be  surprised  if  tbey  are  spelled  differently 
here  and  there •  There  doesn't  seem  to  be 
aittch  uniformity  <ai  that  particular  point  over 
here  since  it  dex>ez»is  on  the  country  you  are 
in. 

In  S<H9e  ve  are  going  to  meet  Fathers  Terence 
Mcl^u^lin,  Eugene  Malley  and  Terence  Fores* 
tellt  all  Basilians  who  are  stationed  there 
already*  %ey  haye  arranged  that  «e  stay 
vith  them  at  the  Canadian  College*  There  are 
also  other  Canadian  priests  there ,  both 
French  and  BngDish  speaking*  We  hope  to  stay 
for  seven  or  ei^t  days  after  which  we  take 
the  train  back  for  ^aris  and  arrive  the 
night  of  April  2!5* 

In  a  vay  I*a  a  little  hesitaUlT  to  take  off  so 
■uoh  tioMi  froB  my  work  at  this  particular 
tine  of  yeart  prior  to  the  «caBs«  As  you 
can  iaagine  there  viU  be  very  little  book 
work  on  such  a  vacation  as  that.  But  then 
there  will  be  other  things  learned  undoubtedly 
teat  just  cannot  be  found  in  the  books*  'Biat 
fact  sort  of  consoles  me.  It*8  afunny  feel- 
ing but  ever  since  I  %ias  knee«*high  to  a  grass* 
hcfpjter   I*ve  been  troubled  with  the  <»Bziinous 
Spectre  of  ^cains  looming  up  on  the  horizon* 
•^ery  year  it^s  been  the  same  things  with 
this  difference  t  however «  that  the  exams  seem 
to  get  tougjier  as  the  time  goes  <»i.  They  ar# 
a  horrible  thing*  throu^  and  through *  and 
vast  surely  be  a  direct  result  of  original 
sin*  •i^'here  seems  to  be  no  end  to  them* 

Closing  obBervati<m5  deal  with  weather  in  PariSi 


■^■■s^'i^i  fi.- 


April  l6t  i^^  60 

Good  Friday* 

D^ir  Htm^   Dadt  and  Kink# 

Eaater  greetings  from  ^oam% 

Brief  account  of  trip  and  arrival  in  Bosie* 

My  first  iiapressioafi  of  Rome  aro  rather  «- 
%ious»  and  probably  not  very  accurate «  but 
1(11  give  you  soh»  of  them  anyway •  It  seems 
to  be  imich  more  sodem  than  I  had  imagined* 
The  big  dsntral  station »  for  exanrple^  is  like 
something  you  might  expect  to  see  in  the  year 
2000.  3teny  of  the  streets  are  vide  and  svara- 
ing  with  the  latest  cars,  buses  and  scooters 
(althou^  the  ancient  and  narrow  sections  are 
not  inexistent).  l^ie  chiirches,  of  which  there 
is  one  or  two  about  a  city  block  are  not 
puKfetioularly  conducive  to  prayer.  %ey  have 
no  pews,  at  best  only  a  few  chairs  in  one 
comer;  the  people  come  and  go^  talk  and 
chat  as  though  they  werf?  in  just  another 
public  building*  fhere  is  a  certain  familiar- 
ity with  the  Church  here  that  we  scarcely 
know  in  our  country,  and  which  has  beem  the 
tradition  here  from  the  oaurliest  times* 

YestezHiay,  Holy  'i^ursday^  we  viisited  12  or 
13  churches  and  prayed  at  the  various  repoa** 
itaries*  The  first  one  we  w^it  to  was,  of 
course t  St*  ^eter*s*  It  is  so  magziificent  I 
do  not  know  how  to  write  about  it*  Strangely 
enough  when  I  saw  it  in  reality  it  appeared 
much  smaller  than  previous  photographs  had 
led  me  to  imagine*  But  as  we  crossed  the 
^pansive  square  and  came  closer  it  todk  cm. 
larger  dimensions.  Once  inside  again  it 
seemed  to  lose  its  hugeness,  but  as  vb   started 
walking  by  the  gigantic  pillars  fr€»a  one 
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section  to  another  down  the  long  nare  and 

looked  up  f r<H&  beneath  the  tresendous  done 

I  began  to  realize  that  it  really  la  colossal* 


April  18,  195^. 

Bear  Kink, 

Expresses  tlianks  for  letter  and  f3«00  in  it* 

H0I7  Saturday:  Th±a   morning  ve  paid  a  four 
hour  visit  to  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Soman 
^"orua  and  the  Palatine  where  the  Ebpertnrs 
built  their  palaces.  Our  guide  was  excellent, 
an  old  but  lively  French  Sulpician  priest  who 
has  lived  for  €fwer  forty  years  in  fioae  and  1^0 
has  eonducted  such  a  tour  many  tiaes  each  year« 
It  was  extremely  inter  est  inf.  Ve  mmmmd  to 
go  bade  to  the  Christian  and  pre-christian 
era  as  he  pointed  out  the  various  temples , 
circus  grounds,  baths,  etc.  and  put  them  in 
their  proper  historical  setting. 

Easter  Sunday:  l!his  morning  I  said  Hass  for 
Mother  and  Dad.  In  about  an  hour  ve  are  going 
over  to  St.  Peter* s  square  to  get  a  glimpse 
of  the  Holy  Father  and  receive  his  blessing. 
If  you  happen  to  listen  in  you  will  hear  cur 
Incuts,  thcu^  I  doubt  if  you  will  be  able  to 
pick  out  our  voices.  I  bou£^t  some  religious 
articles  for  yesterday  which  willle  blessed 
there  by  His  Holiness.  I  will  start  back  for 
Paris,  Friday  23rd.  Will  write  you  upon 
arrival.  My  prayers  f<»*  you  all  upon  this 
ible  Easter* 


April  29t  195^  €2 

Thuraday,  April  29f  195^» 

Doar  Mora,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Vail,  here  ve  are  back  again  in  Paris  after 
the  aoat  delightful  Easter  holidays  I  think 
I  have  ever  spent*  I  shouldn't  say  ^e** 
really,  because  Father  Side  Donovan  is  not 
back  yet«   e  had  a  professor  in  Hc^ie  to  see 
about  thesis  vork  who  did  not  return  until 
the  day  I  vas  leaving;  it  seeas  the  professor 
was  off  sonenhere  in  Spain  for  iSaster,  so 
that  Dick  had  to  wait  till  he  got  back  he^ 
fore  being  able  to  get  an  interview*  Tto 
result  WBB  that  I  voyaged  up  f rc^  the  Eternal 
City  alone. 

The  trip  back  was  very  lovely  fron  a  scenic 
point  of  view,  thou^  a  bit  Icmely  after  the 
fine  eoa^panj  that  watertained  us  at  the  Cm- 
adian  College  in  HcHiie*  I  left  Friday  aomiBg 
and  arrived  at  Pisa  about  noon.  After  a  three 
or  four  hour  visit  there  I  went  cm  to  Genoa 
where  I  stayed  over  night*  1!he  next  aoming 
again  I  took  the  train  that  goes  into  Smxtzer^ 
land  and  by  making  a  change  sos^where  alosig 
the  line.  Spies,  I  think,  arrived  at  the  bean* 
tiful  town  of  ^terlaken.  I  will  be  telling 
you  acre  about  it  later  one,  but  truly  it  is 
a  picturesque  spot  and  a  visit  there  should 
extend  over  several  days*  Unfortunately  fear 
ae  cmly  one  day  r^mmisimd  in  \fh±ch   to  get  back 
to  classes  for  Monday  at  the  Sorbonne  so  I 
had  to  board  the  train  a^dn  in  the  aosming 
following  at  about  lOiOO  a.m.  It  got  us  to 
Bern  shortly  after  noon  where  I  had  bqt  dinner, 
and  took  the  afternoon  train  out  of  Switsser- 
land  at  Les  Varridres  to  Dijon  and  then  on  to 
I^uris.  ^t  was  Portly  after  10:00  p.m.  when 
our  electric  loc<»9K>tive  pulled  into  Gare  de 
I^on  here.  I  think  it  aust  have  started  to 
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slov  down  about  ten  miles  before  coadng  to 
the  station  for  it  farily  flew  over  the  rails 
from  DijooL  to  ^aris*  I  believe  that  line  has 
a  record  for  being  the  fastest  in  the  world; 
and  I  can  understand  why*  It  really  n^Lla« 

!I!he  vist  in  ^oae  \mB   enjc^yable  from  start  to 
finish >  The  ten  days  were  pretty  well  filled 
for  we  did  a  lot  of  visiting.  There  are  a 
lot  of  most  interesting  thin^  to  see,  so  amy 
in  fact,  that  I  hardly  noticed  the  tiae  go 
by.  'She  elinc  case  on  Easter  Smuiay  noming 
ndien  we  stood  in  the  vast  square  of  St.  Peter* s 
and  after  about  sai  ho%ir*s  wait  aaw  ^km  Holy 
father  come  out  on  the  balcany.  ^i^hou^  I  had 
se^i  aany  pictures  of  hia  I  still  experienced 
an  iBideseribable  and  unforgettable  thrill  on 
aeeing  hia  in  person.  Having  arrived  in  ^eod 
tiae  we  were  able  to  move  up  fairly  doae^ 
but  even  ao  when  he  finally  emmm  out  into 
view  he  looked  pretty  saalli  au^  is  the  i»» 
aensity  of  the  great  basilica.  Between  ahout-- 
ing  and  waving  I  aaaaged  to  take  a  couple  of 
mapst  but  they  aay  not  coae  oat  very  wallt 
for  I  rather  think  w^  eaotional  condition 
shock  th9   camera  a  bit. 

£aster  Saturday  I  bou^t  a  few  religious  ar«» 
tides  \4iich  I  brought  to  the  square  the  next 
morning,  and  i^iich  are  consequently  blessed 
by  the  Holy  Father.  I  will  try  and  get  thea 
off  to  you  before  too  long.  I  will  almo  sead 
along  some  medals  I  bought  at  Lourdes  and  at 
Fatiaa  last  Fall  that  I  have  been  intending 
to  seaad   ever  since.  Father  Eugene  Halley  \^o 
±B  stationed  at  Hc^e  is  having  a  papal  blesa* 
ing  made  up  for  you  which  he  said  he  would 
aend  from  there,  alcmg  with  a  picture  of  the 


^^>'^^^■ 


^- 


Pope  and  the  crovd  taken  Easter  Sunday  mom- 
ing*  So  you  %rill  kncm  %diat  it  is  when  it 
atrriTes* 

Closing  reaarks  about  exaas  and  letters. 


Ved.  May  5f  195^* 

Dear  Komf   Dad^  and  Kiakt 

1*  Observations  about  the  weather  in  Canada* 

2#  Asks  about  a  banquet  in  Lindsay* 

3*  Will  begin  account  of  Easter  trip. 

Zt  was  a  deli^tful  treat  and  rest  for  our 


^yes  after  weeks  of  plugging  away  at  dusty 
books  and  aanuscripts  to  see  the  green  pasture 
fields  and  flowering  fruit  trees  going  by  the 
window  of  the  train  as  we  rolled  eastimrd 
out  of  Paris  on  the  noming  of  April  8»  Ve 
could  do  little  else  than  just  relax  and  in«> 
wardly  rejoice  that  every  Bdnute  was  chang** 
ing  a  lovely  countryside  and  bringing  us 
further  away  from  the  dust  and  wmcke   of  the 
city.  Ve  had  our  dinner  on  the  train  that 
day  and  a  good  one  it  was  too:  (we  discovered 
why  it  was  so  good  when  the  waiter  case  along 
«rith  the  bill).  Shortly  afterwards  we  caae 
to  the  Swiss  border.  There  the  business  of 
oust  cos  held  us  up  for  some  time;  not  that 
we  had  anything  to  declare  in  particular,  but 
because  there  was  quite  a  crowd  going  throng 
that  day.  ViMBwe  got  rolling  again  it 
a  Swiss  countryside  that  we  saw  from  o^ar 


vindofirt  and  despite  the  fact  that  rural 
France  had  looked  avfully  good  to  nSf  it 
evident  at  once  that  we  had  passed  into  a 
neater  and  more  charming  country*  Just  to 
anticipate  for  a  eooent  I  feel  obliged  here 
to  mention  that  both  the  trip  down  throu|^ 
^tfitsserland  and  the  trip  back  will  ever  re«» 
wmin  in  aqt  laind  as  most  pleasant*  Both  the 
people  and  their  country  have  left  a  very 
good  ia^ression  with  me* 

M  stayed  in  Lucerne  that  nigjiit  and  took  the 
little  steamer  the  next  morning  for  the  trip 
down  the  lake*  Unfortunately  the  day  %ias  not 
clear  so  that  we  saw  very  little  of  the  real 
beauty  that  that  trip  affords  when  the  sun 
is  shining*  On  both  sides  the  mountains 
tower  up  to  meet  the  sky*  Their  crests  were 
lost  to  us  in  the  low-lying  clouds  so  we  had 
to  sort  of  imagine  what  the  scene  would  be 
like  had  we  be^i  luddLer*  Fran  the  end  of  the 
lake  we  boarded  the  train  again  that  took  us 
down  into  Milan*  Agadn  there  was  a  border 
delay  wliile  ^e  Italian  police  checked  luggage 
and  stuped  passports*  Sooehow  or  other 
Father  Donovan  and  I  missed  out  on  supper  that 
Bin^tf  so  before  going  to  bed  we  get  some  hot 
diseolate  in  a  nearby  bar*  Ve  bad  ^te  m 
time  making  the  bar-»tender  understand  what  we 
wanted*  I  thou^t  I  would  have  to  climb  over 
mad  point  out  the  ingredients  to  be  used^  but 
after  a  few  v€xrdB  in  lAtin  and  few  in  Spanish 
he  finally  guessed  what  we  were  after*  Judg» 
lag  from  idiat  the  others  were  drinking  around 
us  I  misT>ect  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  pre« 
paring  an  order  so  mild  as  ours* 
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M  8taj«d  in  a  studmits*  residence  at  Hilaa^ 
latere  we  met  sooe  very  fine  lads  who  %#ere 
studTing  lav,  engineering  and  nedicine  res* 
peetiTeXj*  ^ey  proved  very  helpful  to  us  sus 
fljjqpathetie  interpreters  during  our  stay 
there*  1!he  following  morning  we  had  just 
eBengli  tiae  before  the  train  to  go  and  liait 
tte  vood^rful  cathedral*  What  a  narvel  it 
iai  Pages  and  pages  could  be  devoted  to  it 
alone  t  for  it  is  truly  one  of  the  great  wit- 
nesses of  the  faith  of  another  age*  We  todc 
an  elevator  up  to  the  top  and  walked  around 
throui^  a  veritable  forest  of  statues  and 
gurtoylea*  The  detail  is  anasing,  even  on 
little  ^ires  and  figures  hiddwi  away  where 
they  can  seracely  be  seen*  The  whole  build- 
Ing  is  constructed  of  %diite  SEurble  but  from 
the  dooe  the  ensemble  looks  more  like  white 
linen  and  lace*  We  were  loathe  to  leave ,  for 
hours  could  be  spent  eaq)lorina  its  avtistic 
wealth  but  we  had  to  be  cm  our  way  if  we  were 
to  get  to  Venice  that  day* 


To  Venice  we  got,  thou^  not  without  a 
for  seats  on  the  train.  lik  Italy  it  is  iah* 
possible  to  rent  cor  reserve  Just  two  single 
plaees.  It  seess  you  have  to  reserve  a  tdiole 
eom|)artm»it  before  the  officials  will  accept 
to  go  throu^  the  required  formalities*  The 
result  is  a  mad  dash  for  any  vaoant  seats, 
scoetimes  ev«i  before  the  train  cf^ses  to  a 
stop  while  pulling  into  the  station*  We  were 
lAdcgrt  thou^t  to  get  two  places  in  the  same 
ecmiwrtm^it*  We  were  not  qtxite  so  lucky  %rith 
regard  to  dinner  that  day,  however*  Being  a 
day  train  and  leaving  Milan  around  11:00  a*m* 
it  doesn*t  bother  to  include  a  diner  car*  It 
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takes  it  for  granted  that  ererybody  has  eaten 
before  getting  on,  which  I  iaagine  everybody 
had  d<me,  accept  one  pair  of  avid  siglit-seerst 
%dio  had  to  vait  till  arrival  in  Venice  at 
4:30  p*a*  before  partaking  of  dinner*  Ion 
can  iaagine  how  ve  devoured  sj^i^etti  and 
nore  spagehtti  once  we  found  a  restaurant  t 
not  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  we  had  missed 
Gut  on  flapper  the  ni^t  before.  Here  I  mi^t 
answer  your  question,  ftoSt  re  health  througji- 
<Hit:  we  both  felt  fine  during  the  entire  va- 
cation, and  had  no  trouble  whatever  with  ^e 
change  of  foods  «-  partly  due  peziiaps  to  oar 
of t«QL  being  half  starved  by  the  tiiae  ve  sat 
down  to  a  meal.   t  didn^t  happen  very  often 
that  we  fasted  like  that,  thou^;  we  soon 
learned  that  <me  can  buy  fruits  and  the  like 
from  the  vendors  at  the  bigger  stations*  1!hey 
push  a  cart  along  side  the  train  shouting  oat 
%riiat  they  have  -»  fruits,  wines,  chocolate,  etc. 
Whenever  we  got  hungry  while  still  on   the 
train  we  patronised  these  fellows,  buying 
luscious  big  oragnes  or  apples  for  a  few 
*lire*  (the  Italian  wmey)* 

Venice  is  the  most  unsual  place  I  have  ever 
seen.  I  had  read  about  its  canals  for  streets 
before,  but  until  I  actually  experienced  it, 
it  never  struck  me  as  being  very  strange. 
Up<Hi  arrival  at  the  8tati<si  you  just  have  to 
take  a  boat  to  get  to  the  city«  %ere  is  a 
wide  choice  depending  on  the  price  you  want 
to  pay.  Naturally  we  to<^  the  cheai)est,  ^hat 
is  called  a  vaporetto.  It  is  a  fir-sissed 
launch  that  stops  at  several  different  little 
docks  all  the  loiy  doim  the  bid  canal  that 
%finda  throu^  the  city.  It  is  equivalent  to 
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a  bus  or  atreet-K^ar  in  another  city»  %d.th  its 
ticket  syst^Bt  ^ts  stops «  and  the  traffic 
aigwls  that  it  eoust  obey  -  red  lights  at  the 
bigger  intersections  (intersections  of  canals, 
of  course)  and  caution  signals  at  sharp  turns* 
Father  Doncran  and  I  stood  cm  its  deck  ab«» 
solutely  Miehaitied  as  we  aade  our  way  through 
the  city*  All  along  we  saw  the  houses  and 
public  buildings  rising  atrai^t  up  out  of 
the  water  t  the  iMiTes  slapping  the  steps  of  the 
front  doors*  It  is  the  strangest  si^t  y<m*ve 
wwwt  seen*  Here  and  there  you  see  private 
actor  boats,  canoes,  tugs,  etc*,  but  by  far 
the  nK36t  nun^rous  are  the  gondolas*  Many 
faaiUes  own  their  owut  but  sKist  of  these 
tkmt  yon  see  are  operated  by  guides  who  aidce 
their  living  by  taking  visit <n:*8  around  •  !Ihe 
gondola  is  a  long  black  boat  (strangely  enou^ 
they  are  all  black)  turned  up  like  a  Pho^iiC'* 
ian  war  eM,p  at  either  end«  ^ey  are  about 
eighteen  feet  long,  I  would  say,  vd-th  places 
for  but  two  passengers,  s<»ietiines  four.  The 
gcoidolier  stands  at  the  back,  and  operates 
his  one  long  oar  f rcHi  there  ia  a  standing 
position* 

As  you  can  iaeigine  they  are  pretty  handy  with 
their  boats  for  it  is  their  only  aiearai  <^ 
transportation*  If  you  look  at  a  BKup  of  the 
city  of  Venice,  you  vUl  notice  it  is  divided 
into  secti(His  by  the  muoerous  canals  that  run 
in  every  direction*  On  each  of  these  sections 
there  are  little  streets  of  pavement  for  the 
X>edistrl8m0  «  no  cars,  bikes,  or  anything  that 
rolls*  %ere  are  s^ny  bridges  of  course  over 
the  little  canals,  though  not  many  over  the 
■ain  canal*  One  of  the  big  toidges  is  famous 
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ther^t  that  of  the  Bialto,  iidiich  figures  in 
Shakespeare's  Hercfaant  of  Venice ♦  llliese  see- 
ticBs  of  the  city  are  more  or  less  natural 
divisioos.  In  the  early  days  the  site  of  the 
pres^it  city  was  a  stretch  of  sandy  islands 
and  lagoons*  The  natives  in  the  area  were 
driven  onto  these  deposits  of  sand  at  the  tSam 
of  the  Barbarian  Invasions  of  the  Holy  Homm 
le^ire*  They  settled  there  ^  and  eventuailly 
dug  the  lagoos  deeper  so  that  they  would  be 
navigable  for  ccHncamication  free  cne  sand  dime 
to  another*  This  gave  rise  to  the  city  with 
its  canals  instead  of  streets.  In  (me  of  the 
snaps  that  I  will  s<Kid  ycai  there  is  visible 
out  in  the  bay  a  colleeticm  of  sand  just  about 
tfaeJivel  of  the  water »  which  asist  be  soaeidiat 
like  these  primitive  little  islands*  But  when 
you  float  around  throu^  the  city  you  forget 
about  its  crigias  and  <mly  aarvel  at  h<»f  fan- 
tastic it  is  that  a  city  should  be  built  in 
^e  nater  like  that* 

M  said  Mass  in  the  Cathedrail,  St*  'Wk'Sf 
and  eaae  back  later  on  in  the  morning  fear  the 
blessing  and  processicoi  of  the  palms*  They 
do  not  eazry  palsm^  however «  but  olive  bran- 
chMi*  In  the  af  temocsi  we  visited  the  Palace 
of  the  Doge,  which  is  very  rich  in  art  treas- 
ures* We  crossed  the  famous  Bridge  of  Si^hSt 
the  bridge  that  leads  from  the  ccmrt  rooms  to 
the  prison  f  across  which  the  prdLs<»iers  used 
to  walk  to  their  death  uttering  lamentable 
^^Ui  as  they  wmit*  Before  %re  knew  itf  it  was 
time  for  our  train*  Ve  had  to  take  a  faster 
boat  back  to  the  stati<»i  than  the  vaporetto, 
aaiiely  a  aotoseaffa,  and  it  just  barely  got 


us  there  oe  tine.  Ve  swung  our  luggage  and 
ourselTes  onto  the  last  coach  and  started 
that  very  nomeaat   to  roll  back  vestvards  to-» 
irards  Florence. 

Both  going  to  Venice  and  ec^sing  back  to  Flo3>» 
ence  we  had  to  pass  throu^  the  Appexmines. 
^hey  are  not  too  impressive  after  the  Alps^ 
but  are  good--«iaed  aeoads  nontheleas.  There 
is  not  such  vei^tation  in  or  on  th^R,  auch 
like  the  barrwi  Mountains  we  saw  last  fall 
in  Spain*  But  occasionally  you  coae  upcc  a 
lovely  fertile  valley  that  aakes  up  for  edles 
of  turns  and  timnels  on   the  way. 

Ve  sort  of  settled  down  in  Florence  -  three 
days^  and  got  <mr  bearings  after  the  previous 
si£^t<-packed  days.  Here  too  we  found  a  beau<» 
tiful  city,  and  fro«  the  point  of  view  of 
artaand  treasures «  much  superior  to  V^iice. 
Its  situaticm  is  quite  different,  and  no  less 
picturesque.  All  around  the  city  rise  up  the 
loveliest  green  rolling  hills ^  but  which  are 
just  sufficiently  far  away  to  sake  a  asagnif- 
ic«it  horizon  without  giving  the  iiqpression 
of  heottiag  in.  The  weather  was  quite  warm 
while  we  were  there,  in  fact«  I  think  we  hit 
it  at  the  best  season  f pr  all  the  fruit  trees 
were  glorimisly  in  blo<Hfl»  the  leaves  at  their 
freshest,  and  the  grass  its  greenest.  So  if 
you  should  have  a  chance  to  coae  to  Florence 
aoae  tiae«  I  w<mld  recc^si^nd  cooing  in  the 
qf»ringtiae  and  \i±th   the  guarantee  that  you 
will  find  a  lovely  spot.  We  saw  aany  inter- 
esting things  there,  so  s^ny  that  I*m  afraid 
I  cannot  eouaerate  them  all,  thoi^  I  would 
If  had  liad  acre  tiae  •••  Lists  paintings. 

Closing  r^oarks.  Sending  a  bcoc  hoae. 


•*ieio4 


any  i2t  1954  n 

Dsar  Moia«  Dnd,  and  Kink, 

!♦  Ibcj>exdences  with  French  postoffice  on 
weight  of  airmail  letters • 

2*  %azdcB  for  a  parcel  received,  and  for  newa 
of  Lindsay  surrounding  district • 

iicmday  aftemocm  we  had  a  visit  frois  Father 
Rudolph  Dieser,  CSBt  pastor  of  St,  Basil^s 
ClBirch  in  Toronto.  He  is  with  a  group  of 
pilgrims  to  Lourdes  for  the  holy  year  in 
honour  of  Hary*  It  was  sure  good  to  see  hia 
and  get  sooe  of  the  recent  developm^ats  around 
4t*  Hike*s»  He  is  cc^dcal  anyway  but  soae  of 
his  observations  of  European  eustoB^  had  Father 
Donovan  and  oe  in  stitches* 

km,     Answers  inquiries  about  need  for  clothes* 
A  Bxmej  belt  would  be  useful. 

h^Ut  last  we^  I  think  we  were  just  cm  our 
vay  to  Aasisi  having  managed  to  catch  the  end 
of  the  train  pulling  out  of  Florence*  As  we 
Esunched  cm  a  sandwich  and  an  oz^inge  fte  br^dc* 
fast  we  watched  a  beautiful  green  rolling 
coiintryside  go  by.  At  11:00  we  checked  oar 
bft^  at  the  Assisi  station  and  tock  a  taxi 
up  to  the  city.  The  train  brings  you  to  a 
point  that  looks  like  it  is  close  to  the  city 
l»it  din  fact  it  is  m<^e  than  a  sdLle  from  it« 
a  mile  that  cliiabs  up  a  nagnificent  hill*  At 
the  Church  of  St.  Francis  we  prayed  at  the 
tomb  of  St.  Francis  I  and  there  I  lesembeired 
you  particularly t  ^^t  ^^^  your  grandson  too, 
of  the  saae  nane.  After  dinner  in  a  nearby 
restaurant  where  we  had  the  waiter  take  oiir 
picture  at  table,  we  went  to  the  church  of 
St.  Clare*  As  you  resember  she  collaborated 


%rith  St*  Francis  In  founding  the  Order  of  th« 
Poor  Clares,  poor  in  the  c^nse  of  poverty. 
Her  body  lies  in  state  in  the  crypt  tmder  the 
aanctuary;  after  all  these  centiuries  it  is 
still  intact*  To  one  side  laf  the  chiirch  is 
a  rooa  of  relics  vhere   the  Sisters  open  a 
snail  door  to  let  yoa  see  the  iamLe   of  St* 
Francis,  one  of  his  awndals  aade  for  him  by 
St*  Clare,  the  alb  in  %diieh  he  nas  ordained 
dsttcon,  and  the  crucifix  that  spoke   to  hiau 
Fron  there  ve  Mexit   to  the  church  of  St«  Ttairtsn^ 
the  one  that  St«  f^rancis  literally  began  to 
repair  when  the  crucifix  told  hia  "to  repair 
ay  Church^*  There  an  old  Qemaa  maek.   took  us 
around  in  ccHspany  %dth  three  young  Qenaan 
students  fros  itoiich*  Half  the  tioe  he  talked 
Qeraan  and  half  the  time  li^igliidit  snd  neither 
the  three  students  nor  ourselTes  could  tell 
when  he  uss  speaking  Geraan  and  when  Kngllsh* 
It  vas  a  ^€»dLeal  tourt  to  be  siure*  Bat  te 
was  very  jolly  and  sincere^  and  we  could  oake 
out  enough  to  know  what  he  was  pointing  out* 
He  showed  us  first  the  refectory  where  St* 
CStmr^i^   the  bidding  of  the  visiting  Pope 
blessed  the  little  loaf  that  each  was  about 
to  oat{  at  that  momenc  a  cross  was  iaprinted 
on  each  loaf*  This  occurred  on  Qood  Friday, 
and  was  hence  the  origin  of  hot  corssed  buns 
«  at  leastt  so  the  monk  told  us«  not  without 
a  aadle*  Then  he  brou^t  us  to  the  choir  be* 
hind  the  aain  altar  in  the  church  where  the 
crucifix  spoke  to  St*  Francis*  From   there  we 
%»nt  to  the  choir  of  the  Poor  Clares  where 
the  Sisters  used  to  chant  Office*  Vbat  a 
rickety  old  set  of  stalls!  The  sonk  Bade  mire 
we  understood  that  the  planks  of  the  benches 
were  700  years  old^   and  really,  it  didn*t  take 
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■ufih  persiiasicm.  Thej  looked  every  year  ef 
it*  To  one  side  he  pointed  oat  a  niche  in 
the  wall  Just  big  enough  for  a  umn   to  stand 
in  and  be  more  or  less  hid.  %i8  lias  Just 
%diat  happened  <me  day  shortly  after  Francis 
had  left  his  hoee  to  devote  his»elf  to  re- 
building the  <Aurch«  His  father,  a  rich  H»r- 
chantt  CMie  locking  fm'  him  to  brizig  hin 
hom&i   he  had  a  stick  in  his  band.  Francis 
^toflked  into  the  niche  and  stoodelose  to  the 
lAll  idiile  his  irate  father  passed  throu^ 
the  chapel  ready  to  chastise  hioi  in  fine 
style  once  he  found  hia*  ^en  ve  went  to  the 
garden  where  St.  F^rancis  cooposed  the  Canticle 
of  the  SvaoL\   and  finally  we  saw  the  dorsdtogry 
where  St.  Clare  died.  All  these  interesting 
things  so  to<:^  up  our  attention  that  we  didn't 
notice  the  tiae  going  by.  Suddenly  we  real-* 
ized  that  we  had  a  train  to  catch  and  that  we 
\iBre  a  good  long  distance  fz*oai  the  station* 
Hhe  three  Genaans  were  taking  the  saise  train 
so  we  all  walked  down  the  big  hill  together. 
I  ^culd  say  we  ran  for  it  wui  a  fast  pace  tbat 
they  set  us.  On  the  way  down  we  leazTied  Hmt 
they  i^re  all  thx^e  Hitler  youth  who  had  sp«tt 
several  years  in  training  caopo  for  very 
yo\mg  boys.  They  are  graduating  froa  the  Uni- 
versity of  Munich  this  samoer  and  altering 
the  Seminary  n«ct  Fall.  We  talked  about 
several  interesting  thin^,  partly  in  QerBan« 
partly  in  English  or  I^ntint  such  as  the  C^t 
and  the  last  war.  l%iey  assured  us  they  were 
very  happy  to  see  the  allies  c<»ie  into  Geroany 
for  they  were  all  tired  of  the  privations  and 
sufferings  the  war  had  by  that  tise  iiQ>osed 
<m  thes.  Well  we  got  to  the  station  in  tisM 
and  sanaged  to  get  a  seat   for  the  last  lap  edt 
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our  vojage,  Assioi  to  Rooie*  It  was  a  fairly 
slow  trip  thou^  quite  pleasant  n^aetheleeus* 
All  along  we  had  been  noticing  that  the  rail- 
way stations  in  Italy  were  Tery  new  lo<^ing, 
as  aodem  as  could  be*  Suddenly  it  donned 
on  us  that  they  were  probably  all  destroyed 
dxiring  the  war  and  re-built.  After  that 
each  new  aae   we  cas^  to  I  wcmdered  to  Bjyself 
if  perchance  Aust  had  '^planted  one"  there, 
since  if  I  reaertwwr  ril^tly  he  went  over  to 
Italy  a  good  mmay^  tiaes.  It  was  dark  when  we 
j^led  into  BGsm^   and  to  aake  oar  arrival 
more  interesting  the  train  let  us  all  off  at 
a  station  cmtside  the  sain  x>art  of  the  city, 
not  at  the  big  central  station*  Ve  aade  our 
way  by  bus  and  finally  todk  a  taxi  for  the 
trip  to  the  Canadian  College*  Our  two  con<- 
frerest  Fathers  Bugene  K^iUey  and  1%r ence 
Foor^stellt  were  of  course  waiting  for  us  at 
tte  aaindtation,  so  ve  got  the  College  ahead 
of  the0  and  i^re  waiting  for  theaa  idien  they 
finally  caae  back  in  bewildexvent  wondering 
i&at  had  happened  to  us.  Ve  gave  then  q^te 
a  riding  for  the  fine  reception  they  showed 
us  on  our  imtry  into  the  Eternal  Cityl  Tbm 
next  day  was  Holy  -Thursday*  After  Mass  at 
the  College,  we  %fent  to  the  first  thing  in 
fioae  to  be  seen,  St*  ^eter*8*  Maybe  I  better 
let  tlie  dei^ription  go  until  next  time  *•• 

Cloidng  greetings* 


Ifay  19»  1954. 

Dear  lk».  Dad,  and  Kink, 

1*  Veather  in  Paris*  Acknowledges  letter  with 
photc^praphs* 
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Will  Immt  vmIc  I  thiale  ve  w^r^  preparing  to 
go  out  and  pi^r  a  first  visit  to  St.  i'cter^B. 
So  as  Father  Charles  Lanphier  used  to  say 
laat  year  on  his  prograa  ''We  elisb  cmto  a 
crowdUMi  ^talian  bua,  and  away  ve  go  down  to 
the  Piasza  San  Piedrol"  He  wasn^t  kidding 
when  he  menticaied  that  the  Tuses  were  crowded  | 
they  sure  are*  You  have  to  start  getting  off 
well  before  your  stop  to  be  able  to  Dfiake  it 
at  the  ri^t  mammitm     Fortunately  the  Italian 
people  are  very  courteous,  and  once  you  pro- 
ncnmce  that  laeigic  word  ^'peroeao'^  (I  am  not  sure 
of  the  spelling}  they  iB»»diately  sake  rooa 
8<»ehow  or  other,  ^fy  first  glimpse  of  the 
basilica  was  one  of  surprise,  surprise  that 
it  was  not  actiially  as  big  as  I  had  iaagined* 
It  is  large  ednd  you,  but  doesn't  leave  you 
breathless  as  I  had  wrongly  presupposed  it 
would*  As  we  made  oixr  way  across  the  paved 
apace  in  frcmt  of  it  it  began  to  grow,  and  by 
the  tio^  we  had  mcmnted  the  steps  and  stood 
in  the  doorway  X  oust  ccmfess  I  felt  pretty 
SBiall  in  ccmrparison*  1>ie  first  ®itry  only 
brings  you  into  tlie  vestibule;  the  second  aat 
of  doors  is  even  grander*  Fr<^  them  ycm  cooa 
into  the  tremendous  edifice  itself*  Ckice 
again  I  moat   ccmf ess  the  a&m^   of  grandeur 
escaped  s^,  for  it  se«Bied  that  I  had  seen  be« 
fore  a  nave  as  big  Bsod  a  roof  as  hi^*  But 
after  the  morning  was  over,  that  is,  after  wa 
had  walked  aaround  for  what  saesed  like  miles, 
I  i#as  CGnvinced  that  it  %ma   the  biggest  dam 
thing  under  one  roof  I  had  ever  visited*  (I 
aay  this  with  all  due  respect  to  the  basilica). 
Tsike   this  jiidgm^at  for  what  it  is  worth  for  I 
am  neither  artist  nor  critic,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  beauty  of  St*  i^eter's  does  not 
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!!•  in  ita  architecture*  Tlie  hi^  gtmomtul 
archca  of  the  French  cathedrals  go  far  beycnd 
it  in  beauty  of  fom  and  line*  Uhat  appeared 
acre  beautiful  to  wm  was  first  the  vcnderfUl 
arrangeottat  of  colenred  aarble.  ^eryi^ere 
ywL  look«  up  the  huge  pillars,  down  the  long 
wllst  1b  and  out  of  tlia  ansy  chapelst  jou 
can  see  a  aost  pleasing  amgr  of  colour 
fcraed  by  the  correct  placing  of  the  naisiral 
marble.  Secondly,  I  %mus  struck  by  the  m^-* 
nificent  big  pictures  09^t   the  Tarious  altars, 
dcme  in  rich  Tsuried  colours,  and  all  in  laos^ 
aie*  So  fine  is  the  worionn^iip  that  I  ms 
alaost  ready  to  tet  the  pictures  were  done 
<m  canvas,  until  Tery  close  6bs6rvati<m  led 
ae  to  adait  th^  %rere  cosposed  of  tiny  bits 
of  stotti,  each  again  in  its  own  natural  color. 
And  thirdly,  I  was  sost  impressed,  as  I  guess 
•treryone  else  is,  by  the  colossal  dome   over 
the  Bain  altar.  Ve  took  time  out  to  mxmt 
it  to  the  top,  or  as  high  as  ve  could  get, 
i^ere  ve  found  an  «cit  leading  on  to  a  railed 
valk  from  which  %re  had  a  grand  Tiev  of  the 
Vatican  gardotis  and  l^ildings,  and  also  of 
the  vhole  city  of  Home*  An  elevator  brings 
you  up  to  the  top  of  the  top  of  the  b€usilica 
which  is  only  to  the  base  of  the  dome.  Sven 
from  there  vhen  you  look  down  into  the  church 
below  the  people  walking  arcmnd  seem  incred«» 
ibly  asall.  Then  begins  the  climb  6f  the  done 
proper  through  a  %dnding  narrow  stair->case 
that  forces  you  to  lean  with  the  curve  of  the 
dooa  itself.  As  I  puffed  my  way  up  I  h<^)ed 
to  mjfBelf   that  Michael  Angelo  had  x>ut  in  lots 
of  supports  for  I  knew  it  was  a  long  way  from 
the  floor  of  the  sanctuary.  We  got  down  just 
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in  tiB»  to  get  in  on  part  of  a  eereisony  vh«r« 
ife  were  blessed  %d.th  the  relic  of  the  true 
ero08»  the  holy  spear  that  pierced  the  side 
of  Our  Lord^  and  the  reil  that  Veronica  pres- 
ented to  Christ*  We  were  to  come  to  St. 
Peter* 8  later  on  in  llaster  week  to  say  H^tmrn 
at  the  tc«b  of  St*  ^eter* 

Since  it  was  Holy  %ur8day  we  spent  the  after- 
noon  visiting  repositaries*  We  did  not  have 
to  go  Tery  far  to  arrive  at  12  churches  in 
all^  so  close  are  they  together  in  Hchi»«  The 
different  altars  %»re  decked  out  gorgeously 
in  Hovers   of  all  sorts*  That  evmiing  we 
%#ent  to  Tenebrae  at  the  oonastery  of  St*  An- 
selffiy  Benedictine t  where  we  heard  the  plain 
chant  mms  by  the  monks  very  cc»rrectly  and 
beautifully*  The  next  day.  Good  Friday , 
brougjit  us  sose  bad  weather;  it  was  cold  and 
rainy*  This  did  not  prevent  us,  however,  froa 
iping  out  to  a  few  churches  in  the  vicini^t 
ene  of  them  being  St*  Praxedes*  It  ims  here 
X  procured  ^e  relic  of  Blessed  Pius  X*  Ve 
saw  here  too  the  pillar  to  which  Our  Lord  was 
bound  during  ths  scouring  with  %diix)s*  It  is 
quite  a  low  marble  Imst,  less  ^lan  three  feet 
tall,  the  top  being  soaeidiat  larg^  than  the 
stMi,  but  smaller  than  the  base*  There  is 
nothing  very  striking  about  it,  nthlct   fact 
perhaps  sema   to  r«Bind  us  even  better  of 
that  terrible  epijBOde  in  the  "^assion  of  Qirist* 
In  the  afternoon  under  a  driving  wind  and  rain 
we  y^nt   out  the  Appian  Way  to  ^e  catacombs 
of  St*  Callistus*  Despite  the  weaker  there 
was  a  great  crowd  waiting  for  the  guides  to 
take  them  through*  Bj  reascn  of  the  numbers 
our  tour  was  only  a  short  one*  We  were  under- 
ground not  sKsre  than  fifteen  minutes;  but  in 
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that  short  tia»  ve  saw  the  spot  ^ere  St. 
Cecilia's  body  was  found.  It  is  oarked  by  a 
marble  statue  ledioirizig  her  body  slain  t  and 
her  hand  professing  the  doctrine  of  the  Trin- 
ity by  extending  three  fingers.  We  were  led 
altmg  several  carridors  where  the  espty  toal>s 
are  visible  cm  either  side  in  the  walls*  %en 
before  we  ki^w  it  we  were  led  out*  the  tour 
being  over*  So  not  being  satisfied  \i±th  our 
visit  to  the  catacombs  t  we  decided  to  c<me 
back  another  day  later  on  the  following  we€^« 
Ve  did  Just  that^  but  not  to  the  saae  place; 
tie  went  to  the  cataeoobs  of  St*  Agnes  which 
I  will  describe  more  in  detail  %dien  we  get 
there*  It  was  <ai  the  %iay  back  froB  St*  Call- 
istus  that  we  stopped  in  at  the  Quo  Tadis?** 
church  and  saw  the  stone  in  the  floor  bearing 
the  footprints  of  Our  Lord  turned  back  towaards 
Bone*  Ife  were  B09k»d  to  the  ekin  tdien  %fe  got 
ba^  to  the  Canadian  College,  but  miracle  of 
edracles  none  of  us  were  any  the  worse  for 
the  chill*  We  made  a  quick  change  of  clothes 
(I  had  to  borrow  a  few  things  from  Terry  For- 
es tell)  and  w^it  down  to  an  interesting  cer— ' 
coy  at  the   chapel  of  the  Russian  College* 
l^ere  is  a  student  there  from  St*  Michael's 
College  wh<»  we  knew,  studying  for  the  priest- 
hood %fith  the  intention  of  going  to  l^ssi  at 
the  first  possible  opportunity  for  Mission 
work*  '%e  priests  there  at  the  Hussicum 
(that  is  the  name  of  the  Russian  College  in 
Boae)  are  all  of  the  ^pBantine   rite*  Good 
Friday  aftemo<m  they  have  the  beautiful 
cerem<»iy  of  the  Burial  of  the  Shroud*  l^e 
chant  that  acco8^>anies  it  is  of  the  most  mel- 
odicHis  and  moving  I  have  ever  heard*  ^t  is 
extremely  sixj^le,  quiet  and  subdued  with  a 
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touch  of  the  tajaterj  of  the  East  in  it,  i^bieh 
effect  never  seeos  to  cooe  out  in  our  chant 
of  the  Honan  rite*  I  found  it  very  enjojable 
indeed,  and  very  intriguing*  Our  friend, 
Arthur  Gibson,  had  copies  of  the  text  ready 
for  Ufi,  translated  froia  the  Bussian,  and 
brcmght  us  up  to  front  seats  vhere  we  could 
vat^  everything  in  all  its  detail*  I  think 
Father  S*J*  McCoricell  witneo^Kl  it  v^en  he 
in  ISoam  for  Easter  last  year,  so  if  j<m  get 
talMng  to  him  you^U  have  to  ask  hia  hon  he 
liked  it* 

Holy  Saturday  was  cold  and  windy  but  at  least 
not  raining*  We  i^nt  dotm  idLth  an  elderly 
i^tLpician  priest,  Pftre  Robin,  to  the  Roaan 
Forum  and  the  Palatine*  ^e  is  a  retired  priest 
now.  and  spends  his  time  conducting  such  tours 
throuj^  Rose*  Saving  lived  there  for  over 
forty  years  he  knows  the  details  pretty  well* 
Vith  his  explanations  and  the  help  of  a  big 
illustrated  book  that  shows  what  things  looked 
like  back  in  the  Hooan  times  we  had  a  very 
fine  visit  that  lasted  the  whole  morning* 
Just  as  \m  were  among  the  x*uins  of  the  palace 
ei  Dooitian  the  big  bells  of  St*  '^eter's  began 
to  ring  out,  and  %rere  soon  Joined  by  the  bells 
of  all  the  500  or  BK>re  churches  in  ikmie  « 
they  \tere   marking  the  end  of^L^it*  It  was 
wonderful  to  hear  and  \te  couldn't  help  think- 
ing of  the  triuzaph  of  GJiristianity  over  the 
pmgeui  cults  and  customs  in  t^e  ruins  of  which 
we  stood  at  that  moment* 

Closing  remarks* 
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369  ru0  QoiUeninott  Paris  l4; 
Aflcenaion  %urodayt  195^  • 

Daar  lfoa«  Dadt  and  Kinkt 

t^m  sorry  this  is  a  day  later  than  usoal*  A 
long  c<»!^licate  letter  that  I  had  to  get  off 
to  one  of  ray  ccmfreres  yesterday  took  up  all 
the  tioe  that  I  ordinarily  give  to  ycm*  It 
vas  frc«8  Father  Piatt  {Wally}|  I  tMnk  yoa 
sig^t  remember  him  from  the  Marian  CongresSf 
itai*  He  is  coming  aver  in  September  to  study 
for  a  Licentiate  clLso  at  the  Scsrbonnet  and 
aidced  ae  for  some  information  about  it.  Tiro 
othi»r  Baailiana  are  coming  to  Paris  for  nesct 
year  toOt  Father  Leo  Klemt  who  tau^t  me 
Frmeh  for  four  jms^ra  at  St*  Hike*s«  and 
Tkther  Bill  Yotmg«  idio  %»s  ordained  just  a 
year  ah^ui  of  me«  and  has  spen^  t^e  past  year 
studying  for  his  doctorate  at  aval*  So 
ve^U  be  quite  a  good«sized  comnmity  in  the 
French  capital  next  year*  1*11  have  a  tiB» 
keeping  three  of  t^em  in  order*  Last  %re<^  ve 
had  a  visit  from  F  ther  Joseph  Dorsey  who  is 
over  here  for  the  summer*  He  has  to  represent 
the  Ifeiversity  of  Toronto  at  an  educational 
conference  in  July  held  at  Dublin ,  Ireland* 
He  is  getting  in  a  bit  of  travelling  before 
that;  ri^t  now  he  is  in  H<»iie  for  the  canoo^ 
issation*  And  last  night  ve  had  dinner  with 
Father  Malley  of  Hochester  diocese,  brother 
of  Father  Qene  ^^alley^  vho  has  begn  studying 
in  HoiM  for  the  past  two  years*  He  left  here 
this  morning  to  go  down  also  for  the  canonis- 
ation* So  you  see  we  have  been  sort  of  ke^«» 
ing  touch  with  the  New  World* 

2*  Solicitude  for  health  of  mother*  Approach 
of 
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MUtlet^s  tour  a  bit  more  of  l^»e«  Leust 
week  I  thick  ve  had  just  heard  all  the  bells 
ringing  on  Holy  Saturday*  llhat  afternoon  \§e 
WBLlked  about  in  the  city  without  any  x>articular 
daatinatioQ  in  foind^  and  first  thing  we  knew 
%m  ran  into  a  group  of  the  French  Basilians 
froa  Annonay*  Seren  of  them  had  come  down 
to  Ro«e  for  ICaster  and  were  visiting  about 
ouch  the  saise  as  ourselves*  I  had  made  t^e 
acquaintance  of  sos^  of  thea  at  GSiristoas 
tiaa  when  we  stayed  with  them  at  St*  Alban, 
if  you  recall*  Ihey  are  a  great  bunch  and  we 
had  an  enjoyable  visit  with  them  both  that 
af  temocai  and  again  later  on  the  next  week* 
Holy  Satujrday  ni^t  three  of  us  went  down  to 
St*  ^ohn  ^ateran^s  for  the  blessinf  of  the 
new  fires t  of  the  baptismal  font*  pascal  candle, 
etc*,  followed  by  midnight  Mass  celebrated  by 
<me   of  the  Cardinals  whose  nana  I  have  for« 
gotten*  Easter  Sunday  I  said  Mass  at  the 
Canadian  College  where  we  are  staying  and  a« 
round  11:00  a*m*  all  of  us  \mit   dowi  to  St* 
Peter*  8  Square  to  see  the  Holy  Father*  Since 
we  arrived  an  hour  ahead  of  time  we  were  able 
to  get  up  close  to  the  steps  that  lead  into 
the  cathedral  from  which  we  had  a  very  good 
view  of  the  loggia  %diere  he  %ais  to  appear* 
Ve  MMdsted  at  outdoor  ^msa^   sang  several 
hjmaa  all  together,  and  finally  heard  the 
Holy  Father's  voice  coming  over  the  loudspeakers < 
He  %ias  giving  his  Easter  address  to  the  world* 
Shortly  after  that  the  two  doors  on  which  we 
had  our  eyes  glued  for  some  time  back  slowly 
opened  and  out  he  came  all  in  white*  We  im- 
mediately burst  into  cheering,  •'Viva  il  Pi^>a**, 
ai  did  everyone  else  in  that  thr<mg-f illed 
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ffj  Anglo*-S8Xon  blood  gsre  me  anoa^ 
aan^f roid  to  take  a  snap  of  hia  during  ttose 
first  fev  moments ,  but  soaeoaae  aore  enthusi- 
astic  in  front  of  me  happ^i^  to  vaTe  his 
hand  in  front  of  the  caaexand  rerj  effee* 
tively  brougtit  my  ooisposure  to  nan^t  as  Z 
wss  to  discorer  later  <me  when  the  film  was 
developed  •  The  Holy  Father  ufaved  at  us  all 
in  a  kind  and  enthusiastic  %iay«  At  first  I 
thcmght  he  %ias  urging  us  cm  to  more  and  greater 
shouts  for  he  vas  waving  somethdLng  like  a 
cheerleader  or  a  syophcaiy  director  who  wants 
to  bring  out  more  voluse.  I  was  to  learn 
afterwards  that  that  is  the  custcHnary  way  for 
the  talians  to  wave  greetings*  \i^en  the 
roar  subsided  scnaei^iat  he  ^ve  the  Apostolic 
Benediction*  This  time  I  was  able  to  snap 
him  without  interference*  ^e  did  not  stay 
Icmg  outside  since  it  was  his  first  appear- 
asea  since  his  illness*  Seme   of  the  cz*owd 
dispersed  after  he  had  disappeared  from  the 
l^gia  but  the  great  majority  stayed  around 
hoping  he  would  appear  again  at  the  window 
of  his  apartraents*  Ve  waited  for  close  to 
fifteen  minutes  calling  out  and  waving  now 
and  again  in  groups  hoping  the  windows  would 
open*  Finally  they  did  and  he  came  into  view 
once  sK>re*  Once  more  the  cheers  rose  up  as 
he  %faved  to  lus  in  the  same  kindly  manner* 
After  he  had  disappeared  from  view  the  second 
time  we  turned  and  loade  cnxr  %ny  out  of  the 
square  very  happy  indeed  to  have  had  that 
privilege  of  seeing  the  Hdy  Father  in  person 
and  of  receiving  his  blessing  in  the  great 
square  of  St*  Pet«r»8  on  Easter  Sunday  morning* 
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day  I  enjoyed  another  privilege,  that 
of  flftyiitg  Haas  on  the  main  altar  in  the  Lady 
CStiapal  of  St*  Ifoiry  Major  that  is  the  coitre 
of  the  devotions  for  the  Marian  Tear*  It  vaa 
later  on  that  Base  day  that  we  visited  the 
eldest  cimrch  in  Hcxse  dedicated  to  Our  Lady* 
Vhile  on  that  same  tour  ve  prayed  at  the  t(^bs 
of  St.  Paul  l^ymard  and  St*  Ceciliat  St*  Jus- 
tin* St*  Stei^en*  and  St*  Lawrence*  At  the 
toal)  of  the  latter  is  diaplayed  the  grid-ir<m 
en  which  the  s&int  was  oartyred*  I  alim^ 
pictured  it  aa  some  sort  of  sietal  framework « 
hut  in  reeility  it  is  a  huge  slab  of  white 
•ble  with  holes  pierced  in  it*  'Hie  guide 
^Wiktm  you  understand  that  the  discolor*-^ 
atiGn  on  one  ^de  cixoes  fron  the  aaint^s  burn- 
ing body*  Ve  di&H  actually  toad  that  bit 
of  graesone  inf onoation  to  be  deeply  ijnpressed 
but  the  Italians  are  leas  aquaasish  on  such 
thin^*  Before  coBdng  hose  that  evening  we 
called  in  at  the  big  cwsetexy  where  I*m  sure 
the  Bonuaenta  must  be  the  most  modem  in  the 
world*  Rone  abounds  in  marble  t  and  i^en  it 
comes  to  erecting  sc^sething  in  hcmour  of  their 
dead  they  go  all  ccit*  Several  of  the  graves 
had  little  Roman  lamps  burning  before  them, 
and  up  and  down  the  long  avenues  people  cir- 
culated in  and  out  slowly  praying  for  the 
souls*  As  they  leave  the  ceiaetery  they  have 
the  custOT}  of  turning  back  to  fiice  the  graves « 
genuflecting  and  making  the  sign  of  the  cross* 
Anyone  that  walks  straight  out  withcmt  doing 
the  saae  is  not  an  Italian*  It  strudk  se  aa 
being  a  lovely  gesture  towarda  their  loved 
oaea,  and  I*m  sure  most  date  a  long  %iay  back 
in  history*  On  Tuesday  we  went  throai^  the 
new  North  American  College  guided  by  one  of 
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Hbm  Bmdxmrijaam  vtoM  peitnr*  you  will  a#e 
mmBfOg  titm  fl&aps*  It  is  a  aagnificent  buildk 
i&g«  perhaps  the  most  up  to  date  in  Boam^ 
From  there  we  went  to  the  lovely  old  basilica 
of  St«  ^aul*6  outside  the  walls,  ^t  is  not 
so  huge  as  St«  ^eter*s  but  in  Baany  ways  is  more 
beautiful,  Vfhile  in  that  irieinity  ws  paid  a 
▼isit  to  the  l!ri^pist  oonastery  that  is  b^ailt 
en  i;he^ite  where  St*  Paul  is  said  to  hare 
be^i  aartyred«  They  are  fapous  for  their 
chocolate  and  liquor  there  so  I  picked  up  a 
little  sample  of  the  latter  for  Dad^  and  have 
added  it  to  the  collection  I*m  making* 
Patience,  Dad^  I  hope  to  deliver  it  to  you 
perscmally  before  too  long*  '%en  %re  caaie 
beck  into  the  city  proper  and  went  to  the 
church  of  St.  Clesent^  now  run  by  the  Irish 
Dominicans;  and  then  to  the  prison  where  3ts* 
Peter  and  Paul  were  kept*  Wednesday  morning 
I  said  I&UB6  by  the  tomb  of  St*  Peter  fro  you 
all*  ^ince  it  was  raining  that  day  we  con~ 
fined  our  visiting  to  inside  projectst  the  most 
outstanding  being  the  great  d<M9e  of  St*  Petiwr'Si 
We  cQOunted  it  alsnst  to  the  top*  tibat  is  as 
far  as  they  would  let  us  go.  It  is  a  treoen* 
dous  s^asation  to  follow  the  narrow  curving 
stairway  up  arc^and  the  dome  leaning  in  toward 
the  centre.  There  is  no  danger  of  falling 
for  you  go  up  inside  the  wall^  but  neverthe«> 
less  you  can*t  help  thinking  that  the  %iall 
sight  possibly  crumble*  The  next  day  was  my 
last  full  <»ie  in  Home*  In  the  morning  Father 
Irenes  McLaughlin  took  «»  through  the  Vatican 
Museum*  It  is  wcmderfully  rich  in  paintings t 
sculpturingst  and  other  artistic  works*  Tlie 
Sistine  Chapel  is  z*eally  s<Msething  to  see* 
Michaelangelo  certainly  took  cm,  a  good-sized 
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job  when  he  started  to  decorate  that.  The 
end  wall  represents  the  Day  of  Judgment  ^ 
Christ  tlie  Judge  is  in  the  centjre^  the  good 
<m   one  side  and  the  wi^ed  on  the  other.  One 
of  the  Canons  of  the  tisie  criticized  Hichael* 
angelo  for  painting  so  many  nudes  in  the  pic- 
ture; and  to  his  horro  some  days  later  he 
saw  hisself  painted  aiaong  the  dssanned  at  the 
very  bottom  of  Hell.  Teiaperaaental  artistsl 

Closing 


June  2»  195^»  Wed. 

dear  ifooit  ^<^f  ^<^  Kink^ 

!•  Hews  froa  hooe  abcmt  the  birth  of  a  nephew. 

'There  isn^t  naich  news  from  orer  here.  £aeh 
day  pretty  well  resembles  the  one  before  itt 
books «  notes  t  books  ^  an  occafdonal  trip  to  the 
library*  which  inevitably  means  more  books  and 
notes.  Oti  well,  in  another  few  wmkm   it  will 
all  be  overt  at  least  for  awhile.  Hy  ccaifrere 
here*  Father  Dick  Donovan,  is  leaving  for 
Spain  this  week  to  do  some  aasoacript  work  in 
coimection  with  hia  thesis  in  the  different 
libraries  over  ^ere;  so  1*11  be  an  c»rphan  for 
the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Juat   what  the 
mmamr  will  bring  I*m  not  sure  yet.  By  tha 
ifliy«  I*B  sorry  that  money-belt  caused  you  so 
floch  hunting.  I  guess  they  are  a  rare  sort 
of  thing.  Jkm^t   try  too  hard  to  find  one 
because  there  is  a  little  leather  shop  nearby 
here  that  proaleed  to  make  one  up  if  1  coild 
not  locate  a  ready  aada  oiui* 

Hell,  if  we  are  to  get  back  to  I^uria  from  oar 
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▼islt  to  Hone  I  think  we  will  liave  to  get 
travelling  ri^t  away^  as  the  trip  is  a  long 
one  and  not  without  a  few  interesting  stop- 
overs* Ve  had  just  visited  the  Sistine  chapel 
I  believe,  last  week*  l!hat  was  on  Tliuraday 
aoming  of  Easter  week*  In  the  afternoon  we 
went  out  to  St«  Agnes  Church  to  have  a  better 
visit  of  the  eatacc»5bs«  This  tiae  we  sflOf 
ttam  in  ao^  an^re  detail  and  in  the  eoapaay 
of  f|r  less  people.  A  very  kind  and  coaical 
old  talian  priest  took  us  throug)i»  He  made 
mxrm  we  each  had  a  wax  candle  before  going 
dew  and  taught  us  how  to  hold  it  so  that 
the  draii^ts  would  not  blow  it  out*  Fres  a 
door  in  the  comer  of  the  sacristy  we  went 
down  abcait  twenty  steps  following  our  v^aer- 
able  guide  who  spoke  very  good  French  Imt 
not  quite  so  good  English*  iiaeh  tiae  he  wa» 
going  to  switch  from  one  Isn^iage  to  the 
other  he  would  warn  us  with  the  phrase,  '*iBain« 
tenant  je  vais  changer  le  disc''  -  now  I*b 
going  to  change  the  record*  He  led  us  along 
a  low  narrow  winding  tunnel  here  and  there 
until  \ie  %rere  absolutley  lost,  all  but  hia* 
At  intervals  he  would  point  out  inscriptions 
on  the  walls  carved  by  the  early  Christians, 
tttuaUy  an   the  placjues  of  aarble  that  enclosed 
the  toalHs*  For  the  first  few  hundred  yards 
the  corridors  were  dimly  lit  by  saall  electric 
bullm,  but  finaSly  we  case  into  regions  idiere 
the  dMHSie^  prevented  their  installatica  and 
i^tiere  consequently  we  had  to  aake  use  of  our 
tapers*  Ihank  ^Wvens  he  knew  the  loy  around 
for  dark  tunnels  and  hallways  carved  in  the 
rods,  went  off  to  ri^t  and  left  at  every  few 
steps*  I*a  sure  we  never  would  have  found 
our  way  back  if  we  had  lost  hia*  Since  the 
rode  is  very  soft  stone,  tuff  a,  the  Christians 
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iHui  not  trouble  diggin  in  it  in  whieherer 
direetion  they  needed  to  go#  I  toou^t  to 
myself  if  perchance  the  heart  of  our  old  guide 
should  suddttilj  give  out  and  leave  us  stranded^ 
there  is  one  Christian  that  is  going  to  start 
dialling  straight  up;  he  ma^  eoae  out  in  BOtm^ 
body^s  back  yardt  but  at  least  he  will  cose 
out*  BomB  places  the  ceiling  of  the  passages 
is  hi^er  than  others «  but  always  with  tombs  t 
low  reetangular  exeavatiois,  from  the  floor 
right  up  to  the  tops»  During  Vandal  and 
terbarian  raids  in  the  4th  and  5th  centuries 
aiiBost  IlU  the  tonte  were  broken  into  and  the 
bores  scattered*  The   invaders  oceasicHnally 
found  8<XBe  things  of  value  buried  with  the 
body,  h^ice  the  raids  cm  the  cemeteries*  I 
think  we  only  saw  (me   tomb  ^liat  was  still  in- 
tact* Finally  we  fcmnd  ourselves  comins  into 
passsageways  better  IdLghted  and  roosder*  tfe 
were  probably  directly  under  the  church  t  pBT'>» 
haps  the  nain  altar,  for  we  arrived  at  the 
tosib  of  St*  Agnes*  Here  we  looked  through 
opoiings  into  a  rather  large  excavation  well 
lifted  ii^ere  the  central  object  is  the  silver 
eaeket  containing  the  saint's  bones*  It  was 
(mly  as  recently  as  the  Holy  Year,  1930,  that 
the  Holy  Father  gave  permission  for  the  public 
to  go  down  so  near  her  tomb*  Frc^  there  we 
soon  found  the  stairs  by  %^ieh  we  had  ctsse 
downs  the  old  priest  carefully  collected  the 
of  aor  candles  and  wished  us  many 
through  the  intercession  of  St*  Agnes 
«0  we  made  our  way  out  of  the  church*  It  was 
a  grand  tour  and  another  imforgettable  eacperi- 
ence* 

The  next  noming  found  Terry  Forestell  and  ae 
at  the  staion  a  good  half  hour  before  my  train 
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due  to  poll  out  aearching  wildly  for  a 
imeant  seat*  We  were  awaag  about  ?«000  vho 
were  doing  the  saise  thing*  TidLce  I  settled 
down  in  a  coach  coB^partoent  considering  mj^ 
self  very  lucky  to  have  fcmkd  a  seat  and 
twice  I  was  ushered  out  by  the  conductor  who 
inf  or»ed  ae  1  \ma  in  a  reserved  section* 
ihrentuallyt  however,  we  found  a  place  in  a 
eo^partaent  for  eig^t  reserved  to  aris  which 
had  only  seven  pass^igexii  in  it,  six  of  th«i 
young  Parisian  ladies  and  <mm  Italian  student 
of  cheodstry  on  his  way  to  ToriUt  idio,  I 
think,  was  ^Lad  to  see  me  cooe  in  to  keep  his 
eoopany*  I  got  off  at  Pisa  around  noon,  and 
after  having  dinner,  went  up  to  the  cathedral 
and  to  the  faacms  leaning  tower  which  is  just 
beside  it*  What  a  Strang  sensation  you  escper^ 
ience  aa  you  climb  up  i^ose  2Sk  steps  round 
and  round  leaning  first  this  way  then  that* 
It  is  really  frightening  when  you  are  drawn 
towards  the  low  side  for  you  have  the  iiq^res* 
sice  it  is  slowly  toppling  over*  S^necne 
here  told  me  when  I  got  back  that  estpertc  say 
it  is  leaning  more  and  more  each  year.  If  Z 
had  known  that  at  the  tlste   I  don^t  think  I 
ever  would  have  atteispted  the  climb*  To  one 
side  of  the  cathedral  is  a  separate  Imilding, 
the  baptistry,  much  the  same  arrang^awit  as 
at  Florence,  except  that  this  one  is  BK>re 
beautifully  decorated  on  the  outside*  The 
interior  is  quite  plain,  but  it  has  a  cizrious 
characteristic:  the  done  is  so  shaped  that  it 
holds  an  echo  for  qiiite  some  time*  One  of 
the  guides  who  was  showing  s&cse   tourists 
arcmnd  sang  four  notes,  a  oajor  chord*  X 
believe  (ay  Incwledge  of  ausic  is  liniited} 
and  the  dense  held  the  haraoi^  for  several 
seconds*  After  he  had  finished  singing  the 
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ilmrth  note  the  sound  %fa8  as  though  four 
voicea  were  holding  a  chord.  I*ve  heard  guides 
do  the  aaae  thing  before,  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Pope* 8  castle  at  Avignon,  for  examplOf  but  I 
never  heard  the  echoes  resound  so  Icmg*  It 
must  be  something  to  hear  a  Hi^  Mass  sung  in 
there*  Around  4:30  I  oade  m^  %mj  back  <m  the 
Pisa  street-<;ar  to  the  statical  and  cau^^t  ^e 
train  fear  Genoa*  Jt  was  a  lovelj  daj  and  the 
scenery  along  the  talisn  Riviera  is  lovely 
too,  but  the  only  difficulty  is  that  one  does 
not  see  too  imich  of  it*  Since  the  coast  is 
very  rodky^  in  places  the  !ix>untaiii8  going 
strain t  up  frosi  the  ocean,  the  trmin  vinds 
its  way  along  throu^^  one  tunnel  after  another. 
Occasia^ftUy  there  is  a  ^Hrindow^*  in  the  rock 
at  whix^  nooent  everyone  stretches  to  that 
side  of  the  txain  to  have  a  look  at  the  lazy 
waves  slowly  washing  the  strip  of  yellow  sand 
or  breaking  into  foam  oa   the  rocks,  and  then 
whoof  f  Bddni^t  again  for  another  few  thousand 
jmrdBm     Since  I  got  into  Genoa  after  nine  at 
ni^t  and  left  fairly  early  the  next  morning 
I  did  not  see  any  mare   of  the   city  than  what 
mm  visible  f  r<»s  m^  %dLndow  in  ^e  HissioQary 
Seoinary  where  I  stayed.  A  curious  incident 
^pp^ed  before  Mass  the  following  noming* 
A  Gliinese  student  got  up  early  as  I  did  f  cxr 
he  was  alao  Just  staying  overnight  and  catch* 
ing  a  train  around  8^00  a.m*  'Sbm  two  of  us 
tried  to  find  tlie  chapel  in  the  Seainary.  He 
thou^t  I  was  a  aanber  of  the  staff  or  sooe- 
thing  like  that,  and  I  thought  the  saae  of 
hiB«  He  spdce  no  French  nor  Spanish  but  only 
^taliaa  and  Chinese,  both  of  i^ich  I  under- 
stand with  no  little  difficulty*  He  thought 
X  was  showing  his  down  to  the  chapel,  and  X 
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like%dLse  thought  he  V9m  bringing  ne  there* 
!Ehe  tow  of  OB  ended  up  in  the  refectory!  At 
this  stage  he  eau^^t  on  I  vas  also  a  eooplete 
stranger  in  the  house,  and  iwiving  tried  to 
sake  hiinself  understood  in  Italian  while  I 
kept  eu^'ticulating  in  w^  best  Fmeh  he  said 
as  well  as  I  could  have  said  it  myself «  "loa 
don*t  hj  any  chance  speak  English?"  During 
our  wanderings  up  and  downstairs  and  corridors 
it  had  occurred  to  neither  of  us^to  try  the 
language  both  of  us  kn^ir  best*  "^hings  w^at 
more  smoothly  frois  then  on*  After  tess  and 
breakfast  (a  btwl  of  coffee  and  one  bun)  I  »ade 
off  on  the  train  to  Milan*  Here  1   had  but  a 
few  Bdnutes  to  change  for  the  train  to  Inter^ 
Isken^  Switsserland*   There  being  no  seats 
atailable  in  any  of  the  cc»i^>arta«its  in  second 
class  I  found  a  little  sort  of  chair  thait 
folds  up  against  the  wall  «•  they  call  thes 
Strapontins*  It  was  not  the  best  but  I  had 
a  good  Tiew  out  the  window  and  was  quite  con- 
tent to  stay  there  for  three  or  four  hours 
when  a  gentleaan  came  out  of  first  class  and 
Sfiriced  ae  in  ipery  French-Canadian  French  if  X 
knew  %diat  e<»mections  or  changes  were  to  be 
made  to  get  to  Interlaken*  X  had  all  the 
inf onaaticm  he  needed  for  X  was  going  there 
too*  A  few  questions  as  to  origin  etc*  led 
us  to  learn  that  we  wwre  more   or  less  froa 
the  saoe  region  -  he  being  froa  Sturgeon  Fallst 
Ontario*  "^o  I  was  iaaediately  brought  into 
his  priyate  ccm^ar^nant  and  introduced  to  his 
wife*  They  are  Mr*  and  Mrs*  Levesque  i^o  often 
go  over  to  North  Bay  and  prcadsed  ae  they  would 
lodk  up  Sister  Mary  Agnes  at  Ute  Hospital*  It 
was  quite  a  coincidence  to  runinto  a  fellow 
countryman  and  ride  with  hia  througih  part  of 
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Stfitserland*     Vbat  a  beautiful  ride  it 
tool     I!he  Bioimtain  scenery  is  iaagQifie«nt« 
This  tiM  I  really  saw  tba  Alps  i&  all  their 
glory  tmder  a  bri^t  mm  sad  clear  bine  ^cy« 
It  was  TO  striking  1*11  have  to  let  it  go  till 
next  tise*     Next  we^  ve*ll  get  to  ^aris  for 
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D^ur  Itas,  Dad»  and  Kink, 

1«  iU^knowledges  receipt  of  letters* 

2«  About  a  parcel  sent  hoffie# 

Since  last  writing  you  I  received  p«r«ission 
frott  Father  Hubert  Cou^ilin  to  sp«:id  scoe 
tlae  this  au— er  in  the  British  Isles*  I  haTe 
not  z^ally  had  tiae  to  plan  the  trip  in  any 
detail  yetf  but  you  isay  be  sure  a  good  part 
of  it  %dLll  be  devoted  to  Ireland.  If  possible 
I  would  like  to  oslce  ay  annual  retreat  at 
Qlendaloug^t  the  monastery  founded  by  St.  ^vin. 
%d  I  would  also  like  to  visit  the  regi<m  of 
ay  ancestors*  C^cmld  you  give  me  any  infor»-» 
aticc  about  that?  ^y  nases  of  permits  ao^ 
cities  ai^t  be  helpful*  and  dates  too*  if  you 
ema  re^Lll  any*  that  are  i^^nificant  in  our 
g«Molic^cal  history.  I  hope  to  leave  S^aris 
f<^  England  July  1  or  thereabouts*  Itore  of 
that  later* 

The  feast  of  St*  Basilf  June  ik^   will  be  a 
Tinique  one  for  me  this  year  for  I  write  both 
of  ay  certificate  exaias  en  that  day*  I  only 
have  two  writt^i  exass  and  both  of  them  happen 
to  fall  on  the  l4th:  7:30  to  11:30  a*m*t  and 
1:30  to  3:30  p*m*  Some  sessicm.  But  I*b 
counting  on  St*  Basil  to  be  on  the  Job  pushing 
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the  p«Q  in  the  rigjit  directions.  The  three 
orals  vill  be  sone  tis»  later,  a  week  or  ten 
days  after  that  date.  In  the  mean  tine  the 
pveparatioos  go  on  apace  by  reason  of  viiic^ 
X  «flk  you  to  receive  a  8h<^ter  letter  this 
tijg»   than  the  previous  ones* 

In  the  account  of  our  Saster  txdp  I  believe 
there  resedned  <mlj   Interlak«i  to  be  described « 
and  in  fact  it  is  so  beautiful  theere  that 
OM^y  pages  would  be  i^^^Msary  to  d,b  it  any 
justice*  Ve  arrived  about  5sOO  in  the  after* 
noon  when  the  sun  %»s  beginning  to  set  and  cast 
a  rose-*coleiir^  lil^t  csi   t^e  actowy  susmdts  of 
the  Airronnding  noimtaina*  I  think  I  shall 
never  forget  that  evening*  After  getting  a 
rooss  in  a  little  hotel  near  the  Catholic 
Ch^ireh  I  v«it  cot  and  valked  around  gassing 
in  ^eer  %Kmder  and  delist  at  the  unbeliev- 
able mcmxerj  until  the  daz^ess  slowly  hid 
it  all  froiB  BQT  range  of  vision*  ^"he  principal 
OGuntain  in  the  district  is  the  Jungfrau, 
kl$&  aetresy  I  think.  What  can  be  seen  of  it 
fron  the  city  is  imitrely  covered  with  snow 
mid  tdien  bathed  in  the  li^t  of  the  setting 
mm  it  is  a  picture  tiiat  refuses  to  let  you 
turn  away.  At  the  tism  I  saw  it  there  was  a 
little  cloud  floating  one  one   side  of  it  quite 
soae  distance  below  the  top*  It  seei&ed  to 
e^erealise  that  treiaendous  laaas  of  whiteness 
and  make  it  even  loftier.  I  rewwiber  taking 
a  picture  of  it  but  unfortunately  it  did  not 
cose  out*  '^he  town  too  is  very  picturesque; 
the  laiost  flowers  and  pools  so  carefully 
t^ided  r«Binded  me   of  the  park  at  liiagara. 
And  yetf  in  spite  of  all  its  natural  beauty 
the  town  is  not  eoipeiUKive.  It  afforded  one 

pl^uuint  joeaory  of  ^itserland.  The  noct 


^ma  16,  19^ 


aemingf  Sunday,  after  Wum^   I  took  the  train 
to  Bern,  had  dinner  there,  and  caa^  on  to 
Paris  in  the  af  temo<m  pulling  into  the  Qar# 
de  l^on   from  %ihich  ve  started  our  tour  aei«ral 
days  previously*  Paris  looked  good,  actually, 
for  it  had  developed  its  Spring  considerably 
in  c^iT  absence;  and  I  couldn^t  help  feeling 
m  little  more  at  hos»  in  it  after  such  a  long 
series  of  strange  places*  It  itfas  a  wonderfol 
Easter  vacation  and  I  really  think  I  learned 
Bore  than  I  would  have  had  I  studied  all  that 
tine« 
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36,  rue  (^illeminot,  Paris  l4, 
June  16,  195^. 

Dear  Hchd,  Cad,  and  Kink, 

It  is  ^±th   soaiewhat  of  a  lifter  heart  this 
veek  that  I  write  you  than  last,  now  that 
the  two  written  exams  are  a  thing  of  the 
past*  I  will  not  know  the  results  until 
about  ten  days  hence,  but  I  feel  that  I 
should  have  scrapfd  throo^i*  It  was  a 
father  tough  day,  Itaiday,  but  your  good 
prayers  gave  ae  the  strength  to  see  it  throof^ 
to  the  end.  During  the  aftemooi  aeastcm,  1 
«»lly  felt  like  handing  in  my  paper  with  a 
couple  of  hours  to  go  and  saying  to  heck  with 
it,  that* 6  enough  for  one  day.  But  six 
o*clock  found  me  still  there  putting  the 
finishing  teaches  <m   the  final  copy*  If  they 
ttark  the  papers  as  hard  as  they  did  the  exer* 
eises  during  the  year  it  may  go  ha^rd  with  ae^ 
but  I'm  hoping  for  a  bit  of  leniency  on  their 


part*  tOiat  aaj  be  too  isuch  to  «xpeett  but  in 
maj  caa9  I*m  going  ahead  these  days  with  the 
preparati^fi  of  the  orals  that  are  to  begin 
June  24« 

Thanks  ymr^  aueh  for  your  last  letter^  Wam^ 
and  for  the  Mass  intention.  I  will  get  saying 
the  Mass  soon.  Ihe   clipping  is  also  interest- 
ing. Aa»iuiQ)tion  aade  a  great  stride  ahead  in 
their  history  idien  they  r^eived  last  year 
the  po%fer  to  confer  degrees  independently  of 
tiie  toiTersity  of  Western  Ontario.  I  under- 
stand ^  howerert  that  a  problem  has  arisen 
since  t  naately^  that  Bishop  Cody  has  authorized 
the  building  of  a  Catholic  meu^s  college  in 
Windsor  and  has  the  favcmr  of  Western  to  such 
an  ^ctent  that  the  University  is  going  to  put 
up  the  building  for  him.  Where  does  that 
leave  the  Basilianst  I  fear  it  was  quite  a 
shock  to  Father  Carlisle  LeBel  to  hear  that 
itea  of  newst  particularly  since  the  Bia^op 
had  pr c^ii^Hi  th^i  at  Assumpticm  special  help 
both  material  and  moral.  We'll  have  to  pray 
that  no  conflict  arises «  and  that  it  will  all 
woric  out  for  the  good  of  Catholic  education 
in  that  diocese. 

lesterday  I  had  a  visit  with  Father  Joeejdi 
Dorseyt  tead^tr  <^  EhgUsh  at  St.  i^chael'e 
(College.  He  had  been  here  a  while  back  on 
his  way  down  to  Rcme   for  the  canonization. 
%is  time  he  stepped  in  on  his  way  to  London. 
I  think  he  should  be  alacmt  there  now  for  he 
left  early  this  iKsming.  Ify  partner.  Father 
Dick  Donovan,  is  in  Madrid  doing  library  re- 
search for  his  thesis,  so  *Im  a  Ixme  lora 
critter  as  Mrs.  (Himmidge  would  say* 
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ToBorrovt  the  F«uBt  of  Corjms  Christ! »  there 
is  a  big  axmual  event  in  the  parish  here, 
naaely  the  Soleon  Coeaonicm  of  the  children* 
It  corresponds  scMievhat  to  aar  first  Holy 
CoMirmiiocLt  except  that  it  ±m  not  the  first 
for  these  kids^  and  that  it  is  carried  oat 
in  a  bit  grands*  style*  All  the  little  girls 
near  long  ii^iite  formal  dresses,  and  the  boys 
dreas  coats,  etc*  Invitaticms  are  sent  out 
by  the  fasiilies  to  their  friends  s<MBething 
like  en  the  occasion  of  an  ordinati<m,  and  a 
big  party  at  the  hoc^  f oUovs  the  Mass  and 
dinner  af temards*  It  is  quite  an  all-out 
affair,  with  both  good  and  bad  points  to  it* 
Having  a  long  tradition  behind  it,  the  cur4 
doesn*t  want  to  let  it  drop  as  soae  parish^i 
have  already*  One  of  the  sad  parts  about  it 
is  that  for  a  surprising  nuii^r  of  the  young 
folk  en^ged  in  it,  it  is  the  last  time  they 
eoee  into  the  church  perhaps,  eaocept  for 
their  marriage,  and  then  a^dn  for  their 
funeral* 

Cn.08ing  remarks* 


36,  rue  G^iiUeminot,  Paris  ik 
June  23,  195** 

Dmat  Men,  l>>^t  ond  Kink, 

Sorry  to  send  this  short  letter  but  <»ice 
agsdn  things  are  sort  of  pressing  in*  l^his 
Boming  broug^it  me   the  good  news  that  I  was 
CRiece»Bful  in  the  written  exams*  How  can  I 
thank  you  for  the  help  of  y<»ir  prayers?  But 
you  oust  keep  them  up  for  a  idiile  yet*  The 
oral  exams  are  coming  up  this  Saturday,  three 
in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon*  In 
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tlH»  MMntlse  I  as  feTershly  craffising  in  bits 
of  information  that   I  hope  will  coim  out  in 
moam  acceptable  order  when  once   before  the  . 

Father  Terence  HeLaughlin  is  here  at  pree^nt* 
Be  takes  the  boat  to  Canada  Saturday  frc»  Le 
Bavre,  H©  has  to  be  on  hand  in  Torcmto  for 
the  General  Chapter  that  begins  July  5»  I 
wonder  who  our  new  Superior  General  will  be« 
I  am  betting  on  Father  George  Flahif f ,  ^t 
there  are  other  possibilities*  The  outcc^ie 
of  the  Annonay  questicm  will  also  be  inter«> 
esting*  Fron  eactant  rumors  it  looks  like  the 
reunion  will  be  BAde# 

Closing  res»r  ks« 


36«  rue  (^lillefldnott  PariSf 
Mondayt  June  28^  19!^* 

Dear  Hom^  Cad^  and  Kinkf 

!•  Ackn<»fifledges  letters  with  fasily  news* 

&iturday  was  quite  a  day,  I  got  off  to  an 
•arly  start  irfith  two  orals  in  linguistics 
froo  9:00  to  10:00  a.m*  They  were  the  two 
X  Wfts  BO0t  afraid  of  and  actually  I  think 
they  went  off  not  too  badly,  (We  will  not 
knc«r  until  tcmight  or  tomcurrow,}  The  third 
«aauB  was  scheduled  to  follow  ri^t  after  but 
there  were  so  many  candidates  I  had  to  wait 
in  line  until  noon#  Standing  there  in  that 
rickety  old  hall  waiting  tensely  for  two  hours 
wmmt   approach  t  I*b  miret  the  Conaminist  methods 
of  torture.  Finally  ay  turn  caaiet  howevert 
and  the  ordeal^  ^^explication  de  texte"«  was 
fairly  simple.  Z  went  hone  a  half  h<mr  later 
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in  high  spirits  figuring  I  had  nade  the  grato 
cm  those  three*  Hhe  spirits  took  a  nose* 
diTet  however  t  when  I  came  in  for  the  last 
oral  at  3:00  p«a«  and  was  faced  with  a  liter* 
ature  questicai  abt^at  which  I  knew  next   to 
nothing*  For  fiteen  ndnutes  I  had  to  talk 
about  a  topic  that  I  could  have  diasissed  in 
a  few  seconds*  It  \tas   in  EsislLeh^   fortunatelyt 
«i^  I  had  the  advantage  there «  but  the  prof 
jmt  a  couple  of  questicais  to  oe  at  the  end 
that  revealed  in  short  order  just  to  what  ex- 
tent I  was  talking  thr(»i^  mj  hat^  and  after 
dittdjBsing  me  with  a  cold  "je  vous  resercie^ 
sOBEisieur"^  I  slisnk  from  the  examination  room 
like  a  slapped  pup*  I  wended  9sy  way  hc»ne  on 
the  bilce  slowly  winding  here  and  there  in 
great  dejection  feeling  like  I  had  dropped 
over  the  edge  of  the  globe*  So  how  it  will 
all  turn  (Hit  I  don*t  know*  %e  results  aay 
appear  tonight  or  tooorrow  sonetise*  If  iqy 
mark  was  fairly  good  on  the  written  eocams  it 
adght  pull  B»  up  from  the  depths  of  that 
horrible  oral*  It  remains  to  be  ae^n.     In  any 
case  it  is  a  relief  to  have  it  all  over*  1!he 
bocks  are  on  the  shelves  and  all  the  notes 
•tackod  away  already «  where  they  wdLU  stay 
for  m,  while,  I  hop*e 


very  much  for  the  ancestral  inform* 
ailotit  Mom^     I  hope  to  leave  Parxs   this 
oomlng  Saturday*  Will  give  you  a  couple  of 
new  addresses  in  qy  next  letter* 


..'^1£^ 
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36 1  rue  QuilleBinot,  Pario{l4) 
June  29»  195^ 

Dear  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

I  wouldnH  let  this  day  go  by  withfmt  sending 
you  word  that  the  ^eaas  turned  out  alri^t* 
I  v&B  cfwer   to  the  Sorbcome  about  an  hour  ago 
ybi^i  they  posted  the  results  and  happily  sa^r 
mj  aaae  amcais   those  "adads  definitivesent'^ 
Mhat  a  relief*  And  now  let  me  thank  you  all 
for  your  prayers  that  you  hare  been  saying 
faithfully  for  soBietirae  now*  I  imnt  to  thank 
especially  the  children  whom  I  asked  to  pray 
in  particular  •  Until  I  get  around  to  icriting 
the  different  families  may  I  ask  you  to  pass 
on  ay  thanks  to  them.  Mom? 

It*s  just  63OO  p»B*  here  now  which  ^ans  it 
is  ab<»2t  noon  in  Torcmto  and  that  we  have 
fifte^i  nw  priests  among  the  Basilians*  I*m 
sure  you  will  Join  your  prayers  with  mine 
that  they  aay  be  all  they  should  be  in  the 
service  of  Christ •s  priesthood,  and  may  that 
go  for  aU  who  have  been  ordained  <m  the 
feast  of  Sts*  Peter  and  Paul. 

Ihis  Saturday  morning,  July  3,  I  as  leaving 
Paris  by  train  for  Normandy,  takiag  my  bike 
alemg*  I  hope  to  tour  that  region  a  bit, 
MidLng  ay  i^y  to  either  Le  Havre  m  St*  Malo, 
latere  I  shall  load  the  bike  <m  a  b<»it  for 
Southas^tcm*  Once  in  England  I  int^&d  to 
work  my  \mj  up  to  Liverpool,  bdJcLng  if  the 
leather  pemrits,  taking  a  series  of  trains 
and  buses  if  not*  July  15  should  be  the  date 
of  entry  into  the  Smerald  Isle  at  Dublin*  I 
hope  to  spend  a  month  touring  Ireland,  but 
■ay  have  to  cut  it  a  bit  short,  a|>eidiBg  en 
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«  ma^bmr  of  things*  But  froa  Julj  3  to  August 
15  you  can  uso  the  following  address:  10, 
Balally  Drive,  Dundrus,  County  Dublin,  Ireland, 
c/o  Mr*  Frank  MeOoldrick*  fie  is  the  chap  I 
set  on  the  way  over  last  Fall  and  has  kindly 
invited  me   to  stay  %iith  his  for  a  few  daysf 
both  on  arriving  in  Ireland  and  before  leaving* 
So  any  letters  you  mi^t  not  have  sent  by  the 
tise  I  arrive  at  his  place  will  be  there  by 
the  tiise  I  leave.  Froa  August  13  I  hope  to 
go  to  Scotland  and  then  down  thrcug^  England 
to  London  where  I  am  going  to  help  out  in  a 
parish  for  a  month.  So  frcsn  August  15  to 
Sep teiaber  2k  you  can  use  the  following  address: 
279  Higji  Road,  Sast  Finchley,  London,  N2t 
Bngl«id#  If  it  should  happen  that  I  have  to 
^tiange  those  plans  1*11  let  you  know  by  letter 
froB  somewhere  al(mg  the  way. 

fhe  Chapter  begins  in  Toronto  July  5 1  so  no 
appoiatatents  will  be  official  until  it  has 
fiBifliied  its  last  session.  S<M]»thing  tells 
Ml  1*11  not  be  in  Paris  n^ct  year,  but  so  far 
it  is  only  rusiour.  Like  the  soldiers  we  have 
to  be  ready  for  a  move  at  any  time.  After 
all  this  travelling  I  doa*t  think  oovlng  will 
pres^it  such  of  a  probles  any  morel  Goodbye 
for  now.  Hope  to  hear  froa  you  vhen   I  arrive 
in  Dublin* 


July  17,  195** 

Dear  Moa,  Dad  and  Kink, 

Greetings  fr<^  Dublin  and  fr^e  Ireland*  Arrived 
yasterday  soaming  on  the  boat  fr<»B  Liverpool, 
and  Bm  staying  with  ay  friend,  Frsus  HeOoldrick. 


Q^ .  -f 
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fbanks  for  your  last  letter.  Mom;  it  wbb 
waiting  for  me  when  I  arrived*  INrerjthing 
ia  going  fine.  Am  having  a  a&cp!iifieent  touri 
ttperien^ia  gSLloire*  Ireland  is  wonderfiil* 
I*a  afraid  1*11  be  spcdled  altogether,  for 
they  trciat  a  priest  like  we  do  a  bishop  at 
home*  Tomorrow  we  are  taking  a  drive  <mt   to 
Glendalough,  the  mcsiastery  of  St«  Kevin*  1^ 
best  to  all.  Will  write  at  greater  length 
later* 


Clonard  Itonasteryt  Belfast 
Ang*  12,  195^ 

Dear  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

1!hanks  to  the  hospitality  of  the  Redei^tttrist 
Fathers  here  I  have  been  able  to  sake  a  thre« 
day  visit  in  Belfast  and  hence  have  found  a 
base  and  tisie  to  s^id  you  a  line*  Ttm   last 
ainvdl  letter  %«as  from  Dublin,  if  I  remember 
correctly*  Much  has  happened  since  then  in 
the  way  of  places  visited,  miles  covered,  ae» 
quaintances  made*  Sad  to  say  this  is  my  lamt 
day  in  Ireland  for  I  sail  to  Glasgow  tcmight 
from  here,  but  the  memory  of  a  most  interest"* 
ing  tour  and  of  a  very  kind  and  understanding 
pet^le  will  last  for  sc»ae  time  to  cose* 
Originally  I  had  planned  to  go  back  to  Dublin 
before  leaving  for  Scotland,  but  the  cn^siiig 
frc»9  here  is  shorter  and  handier*  As  you  know 
I  have  received  no  »dl  from  wiyi^ere  for 
about  the  past  three  we^ES,  being  on  the  move 
most  of  the  time,  so  news  of  how  you  all  are 
will  come  as  a  great  wlec<»ae  when  I  shall 
arrive  in  Lcaidcm  en  August  23,  and   please  Ood^ 
it  %iill  be  all  good  news*  Here  then  in  brief 
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is  what  the  vandering  sdnistrel  boy  has  been 
doing  since  the  last  word  you  received*  If 
you  have  a  oap  of  Ireland  handy  it  si^t  be 
easier  to  follow  and  give  ycMi  a  better  idea 
of  the  route  covered. 

From  Dublin  I  took  the  bus  to  Corkt  an  eight 
hour  ride  that  would  have  been  very  tiring  s 
save  f<ar  the  interest  aroused  by  the  coisical 
characters «  s»n  and  wc^s^i*  who  gat  on  and  off 
here  and  there  all  the  way  down.  After  a 
couple  of  days  in  Cork  I  went  cm  to  Bantry 
Bay  and  around  to  Glengariff  (Muthwest  aide). 
From  there  I  hiked  to  X«EMare»  aaid   then  to 
Killameys  that  road  is  supposed  to  be  the 
most  beautiful  in  all  Ireland*.  (CniasioQ: 
while  at  Cozic  I  took  a  bus  out  to  Blarney 
Castle 9  about  ten  miles »  and  of  course,  kissed 
the  Blarney  stcme}.  After  a  few  days  in  Kill- 
axnmj^   I  went  on  to  Limerick;  then  inland 
sonewhat  to  Tipperary.  From  there  I  hiked  to 
the  hcHne  of  the  Hyans  near  Hear  Cross  %i^ose 
dau^ter  is  a  nun  In  Paris  in  the  parish  where 
I  stayed.  Then  I  w^it  cm  to  N<^uigh  where  the 
Whelans  live  and  about  %dioa  1*11  be  telling 
you  aore  later.  From  Ummgi  I  wait  farther 
east  to  Roscrea  to  see  the  famous  Cistercian 
Abbey.  Then  I  came  back  to  Limerick «  out  to 
Shanncm  Airport,  and  on  to  Galway.  During  a 
two  day  visit  there  I  was  able  to  work  in  a 
tcmr  of  the  west  coast  throu^  the  district 
of  Connemara.  From  Qalway  I  went  to  Our  Lady^s 
Shrine  at  Knock,  a  small  place  in  C<Rmty  Mayo, 
north  of  Cfiway.  The  xiext  stop  %»s  Bondoran, 
a  small  seaside  town,  still  on  the  west  coast, 
north  of  Sligo.  From  there  the  road  lay 
through  Donegal  to  Lcmdonderry,  or  as  the 
Irish  insist,  Derry.  Before  leaving  there  a 
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couple  of  priest  brought  me   out  on  a  drive 
alcog  the  ahcare   of  Lou^  F<^le  to  Hoirille  and 
Xniflhovmi  Headt  at  the  tip  of  the  pen1nm2la» 
Bj  train  then  I  eaae   to  Belfast  following  the 
noor^  idiore  a  good  part  of  the  way  and  have 
been  here  now  three  days*  During  that  time  I 
took  a  run  down  to  Carricloneroas  and  got  a 
line  on  sense  faailies  of  Kerley*s«  fhe  pastor 
there,  Msgr*  Finneguit  prcSksed  to  do  some  in«> 
quiring  about  the  faaily  and  let  me  know*  In 
any  case  I  hare  naaaa  and  addresses  of  people 
for  both  CarickaaeroMi  and  Nena^  to  whoa  we 
can  write  said  perhaps  establish  eame  c<»mec- 
tions  with  the  past*  Unfortunately  my  infonn- 
ation  am  to  dates  was  rather  vague*  I  rather 
think  a  letter  either  froo  you  or  Greg  arrived 
after  I  left  Paris  and  did  not  catch  up*  How«* 
ever  the  people  I  met  seera  very  interested  and 
anxic^s  to  know  more  about  possible  relatives 
in  Canada^  and  I*b  sure  we  can  trace  back  the 
relatives  to  a  certainextent  any  way« 

Now  1*11  have  to  i^t  away  B|y  ahanrock  and  get 
oat   the  ^otch  tas  for  the  next  few  days* 
The   trip  is  wonderfully  enjoyable,  thou^  it 
would  be  Buch  laore  so  were  soiae  of  you  along 
too*  The   bike  is  proving  very  handy  for 
short  runs  and  f<»r  getting  about  in  the  citie8« 
I  load  it  on  top  of  a  bus  or  in  the  baggage 
car  of  the  train  when  it  is  a  case  of  longer 
distances*  The  state  of  health  is  ideal^ 
Hmek  Godt  deapite  changes  of  food*  Hope 
everyone  at  h<»»  is  fine  too«  Will  write  you 
next  frcHS  Lcmdcct  ^o  volente* 
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St*  ^^7*8  Ibetorjt  £•  Fincley 
Taw.  Aag.   2^,  1^ 

Doar  ItaB,  Qftdf  and  Kizik. 

I*  Aoncuiices  arriiral  in  London  with  a  bzdaf 
dascriptlon  of  traffic,  etc* 

2*  Acknovledgea  l6  latters  waiting  his 

arrival*  FasdJLj  news*  Ck^sKnts  on  aisoont 
of  rain  during 


Anong  the  correapondence  was  a  letter  from 
tiie  Superior  G«ieral,  Father  (j^carge  Flahiff , 
appointing  ae  for  next  year  to  graduate 
studies  in  the  IMiversity  of  Lyons*  Thougli 
he  didn't  give  any  details^  I  rather  think  it 
wiU  seen  taking  lectures  in  lofons  and  living 
at  Anncmayt  in  the  house  of  the  French  Basil- 
ianSf  who*  as  you  likely  have  heard,  have 
been  incorp<»rated  into  the  Coiffisunity*  I*a  not 
too  sure  just  how  it  will  irork  outf  Father 
Flahif f  will  probably  write  again  aaking  a 
few  specifications;  but  one  thing  is  pretty 
mire^   I'll  not  be  in  Paris*  Father  Wally 
Piatt  has  been  given  the  same  appointment,  so 
two  of  us  will  be  together*  Since  Annonay  is 
over  100  miles  from  I^cns  we  will  likely  live 
part  of  the  week  in  both  places^  tdiich  part 
being  determined  by  the  lectures  schedule* 
But  I'll  be  telling  you  mare  of  it  later* 

In  closing  promises  snaps  and  some  accoutn 
of  his  holiday  tour* 


St*  Mary's  Presbytery,  279  Hi^  Road 

E*  Finchley,  London,  N2,  Hon.  Aug*  30/5^ 

Dear  Kink: 

1*  Thanks  for  letter  and  birthday  gift* 
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I  tMUi  vicMxig  jcu  c(mld  have  been  here  leist 
HeteesdUiy  aomiag*  It  was  a  beautifizl  warm 
day  so  I  decided  to  go  downtown  and  have  a 
lo<^  at  Buckingham  Palace.  It  was  Jiist  11:00 
a«m»  as  I  arriredt  in  perfect  time  for  the 
chimglng  of  the  guard*  What  a  thrilling 
sig^t  that  is!  All  ^e  platoons  (four  or 
five  of  them)  come  on  parade  in  front  of  the 
palace  in  their  dress  uniforms*  They  each 
i^ar  a  hi^  black  beari^cin  haX^   brilliant 
red  eoatt  blue  trousers,  ornaments  galore, 
and  a  sword,  rifle,  or  brass  bssid  instrument 
as  the  case  nay  be*  Thej   do  a  slow  march  in 
perfect  irniscn  to  appropriate  band  music,  and 
then  break  into  the  quick  march  as  they  move 
mit  of  the  square  in  frcmt  of  the  palace 
throu^  an  imDense  iron  gateway*  In  the  brigjit 
sunshine  it  is  a  great,  colourful  sight,  and 
d<»ie,  of  course,  to  perfection*  It  takes 
about  half  an  hour  for  them  to  go  throu^  all 
&eir  fomrations  before  the  new  guard  is  in 
place  and  the  old  one  on  the  way  out*  Appar-* 
«citly  it  is  one  of  the  things  to  see  here  for 
there  were  at  least  5«000  people  watching* 
No  doubt  most  of  them  were  tourists,  for  ens 
old  feloow,  obnriottsly  a  Londoner,  told  me  ttait 
in  the  middle  of  January  there  are  about  ten 
onlookers  at  the  most* 

ffaarsday  I  paid  a  visit  to  Westminster  Abbey, 
originally  Catholic  but  lost  during  the  Re* 
formation*  It  was  built  in  the  12th  ce»itury, 
I  Wlievoy  by  Fr^ich  monks,  and  shows  a  strong 
resemblance  to  some  of  the  churhces  I  have 
seen  in  France*  It  is  frightfully  cluttered 
up  nenr,  thou^,  %rith  mosBiments,  busts  and 
plaques  iM  honor  of  every  T<»,  Di^  and  Harry 
since  the  Heformatioa*  If  they  wcmld  clear 
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them  all  cut  it  would  be  once  ageiin  a  beau* 
tiful  building  thou^  not  as  beautiful  as  it 
would  be  if  Hasa  could  be  offered  in  it  once 
more.  ThAt   is  the  sad  thing  about  wKmt   of 
these  old  lf:hglifih  chiirches;  thej  were  built 
by  Catholics,  the  prise  purpose  being  a  fitt- 
ing dwelling  ii^ere  Mass  could  be  said  and 
attended,  and  then  they  wsre  taken  over  by 
the  Protestants  with  the  result  that  they 
have  becose  mere  empty  buildings* 

Closing  remarks* 


Friday »  September  3,  195^ 

Dear  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kink* 

1*  Observations  on  weather  and  crops  in  Saglandi 
Inquiries  about  same  in  Canada • 

I  would  like  to  send  in  this  letter  the  inform-* 
aticm  I  found  on  the  Kirleys  in  Ireland*  While 
in  Dublin  I  consulted  the  arms  heraldic  museum 
at  the  Castle  and  found  out  the  name  in  Irish 
means  **ahaped  like  the  god  Thor«  the  Scandin- 
avian Jupiter^,  idiatever  that  is«  I  don*t  know* 
Tb»re  are  several  variations  in  spelling  all 
ccmdng  from  the  one  Gaelic  name:  KcBurrylyt 
McCuryle,  McKyrrelly,  MacCorley,  MacKerley^ 
liRcKerliet  MacGirley,  Corley,  Cur  ley,  Kerley, 
Kerly,  Kirley*  %ere  is  a  coat  of  arms  for 
the  name  Ciu*leyt  and  undoubtedly  it  is  ourst 
but  the  artist  in  charge  of  nuking  reproduc- 
tions would  not  make  them  for  me  with  the  name 
Kirley  on  it  for  he  claimed  there  mi^t  be 
no  connection  betwe^i  the  families*  Since  he 
wanted  a  dreadful  price  for  every  hours  vaxk 
I  told  him  I  mi^t  come  hack  another  day* 
1!hat  MS  all  I  did  in  Dublin* 
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Vb«a  X  reached  CarrickitfieroBSt  about  a  acmth 
latert  I  found  there  cure  pe<^le  living  in  the 
country,  a  few  EBlles  fjrom  the  townt  with  the 
naae  Kirley^  tet  I  didn*t  get  seetiag  any  ei 
thes*  A  i^o^dceeper  %&o  knew  the  f  aaily  was 
able  to  give  ne  aose  addresses  that  sight  be 
u^ful  in  establishing  ccm tacts*  The  first 
is  Mr.  Peter  KIrley  (KSHI£Y),  whose  address 
is  Clcmseady«  Maheracloone  Kingsccurt,  County 
Cavant  Ireland*  He  is  an  old  san  but  very 
keen  and  appar«itly  with  a  good  memory.  Two 
other  people  that  might  have  records  of  the 
family  are  i)  Fr*  IteCcnnory  ttllanny,  Cor- 
ereil^v  Dundalk,  County  Louth*  2}  Fr.   Boy* 
lant  Upper  Parish  t  Hock  Chapel«  Carrickma* 
cross*  I  met  neither  of  these;  the  shopkeeper 
gsve  me  their  anmes*  I  did  meet  the  pastor 
at  flsrrickmseross  thou£^^  and  had  tea  with 
him.  He  is  Hsgr*  Hu^  Finnegan*  St*  Joseph*s 
Qiurch,  Carrickascross,  County  Monaghant 
Ireland*  His  parish  records  only  go  back  to 
about  1850 1  but  he  said  he  %rould  be  glad  to 
inquire  in  some  of  the  nei^boring  parishes. 
I  was  unable  to  give  him  very  definite  in- 
foraaticn  either  as  to  names  or  dates,  but  I 
thought  you  folks  sdght  have  some  clues  that 
would  help.  If  you  could  write  any  of  these 
pesple  I«ve  mentioned  telling  them  the  cauM 
I*m  sure  they  %iill  do  what  they  can  to  re- 
establish connections  withe  past.  It  meemB 
like  old  Peter  mi^t  be  the  family,  but  iM 
is  hard  to  be  sure*  Don*t  be  afraid  to  write 
thMi  anyway  and  sve  what  can  be  leax^ed.  Next 
letter  I»ll  tell  you  what  I  found  at  Nenagh 
in  the  Whelfin  CGomecticm*  I  have  some  inter- 
esting pictures  from  there  that  I  itibiall  mail 
socm.  Hy  best  to  all. 
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St.  Ifepy's  Rectory 
Thiirsday,  September  9f  195^» 

Dear  Mon,  Bad^  and  Kink* 

!•  Thanks  for  recent  lettexis* 

London  seeos  like  a  very  fine  city^  ^t  Xeaat 
i^bat  I*Te  seen  of  it  so  far*  It*s  so  big  and 
m^  spread  out  that  getting  to  see  it  aU  is 
a  r^il  problera*  '%e  underground  line  that  I 
take  to  go  doimtown  is  20   isiles  long  and  is 
under  the  city  all  the  way.  *nie  busy  section 
such  as  the  Strand^  Leicester  Square,  Picca<« 
dilly  are  f ri^tfully  crowded  aost  of  the 
tiae*  But  happily  »ioug)i  there  are  aasy 
good^sized  parks  to  \dbdch  one  can  easily 
«B^ipe  for  a  bit  of  peace  and  quiet*  The 
traffic  is  heavy  alright «  but  aore  cnrderly 
and  considez^te  both  of  pedestrians  and  of 
each  other  than  in  Paris*  Last  week  I  paid 
a  visit  to  Canada  Hcmset  looked  about,  si^ed 
the  visitor's  bodk,  etc*  and  the  n^:t  day 
received  the  Canidian  newspaper  that  they 
{»iblish  'K^anada  Weidcly  Hevie%r^  idiich  carried 
an  article  on  Joe  Tangney  of  Lindsay  catch* 
in  20  Bome   lb*  suekie  and  landing  it  in  about 
half  an  hour*  ^t  Bade  ae  think  I  was  ba^  at 
hone  reading  the  Lindaay  Post, 

Has  not  seen  the  <^een*  Talks  about  a  Father 
Gaaey  who  net  her  at  a  wedding  reception* 

The  parish  work  is  going  fine  and  I  find  it 
very  enj<^yable*  One   of  the  big  itens  in 
connection  with  this  parish  is  the  cemetery 
aercKBs  the  road*  We  have  to  handle  the  burial 
i^remony  of  all  the  Catholics  that  cc^se  into 
it*  SoBm  days  there  are  none,  but  today  there 
were  threot  and  sometimes  more*  So  we  are 
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foequentXy  remiiided  of  death  and  the  tiraunsl** 
toriness  of  this  life*  Usually  the  soom^rs 
are  quite  caln  and  veil  behaved »  but  yester* 
day  they  did  everything  but  climb  into  the 
grave*  Two  or  three  of  the  ladies  were  moan- 
ing so  loudly  I  couldn^t  hear  siyself  read  ti^ 
prayez^*  It  was  a  very  sad  ease  thou^«  a 
girl  twenty-four  years  old  idio  had  died  from 
tuberculosis*  Peqple  have  their  troubles  to 
be  sure« 

Closing  remarks* 


V,   St*  Hary»»  Rectory 
2TO  High  Road 
E*  ^inehley^  London  N*2« 
Saturday t  Septeuaber  l8»  195^# 

Sear  Momt  ^clf  eoid  Kink, 

.  %•  Sacehange  of  letters*  Sends  stepshots* 

You  asked  about  the  laove  to  ^e  Univsersity 
of  lycms*  It  is  a  bit  of  a  diploaatie  chore 
to  get  on  the  ins  with  a  whole  i^mt  set  of 
professors  in  just  one  yeeur,  but  once  dtme 
X  think  it  ^ould  be  advantageous  to  have 
friends  and  ac(0iaintances  in  both  places* 
Certainly  the  time  we  are  to  spend  with  the 
Basilians  at  Annonay  will  he   far  more  pleasant 
tiian  the  ccxnmunity  with  it^<m  we  lived  during 
the  past  year,  and  better  fr<Ha  the  point  of 
view  of  learning  cc^versational  French*  I*m 
q^te  happy  in  fact  for  that  reason  about  the 
^ange  of  address*  It  will  all  liork  out  i#ell 
l^m  Bore  andis  certainly  God*8  will* 

Tcmr  mention  of  a  wool  sweater  sounds  good;  it 
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liould  be  welcoffie  this  coming  vdnter  for  the 
altitude  where  1*11  be  is  ouch  above  that  of 
Bsris*  If  you  could  find  one  like  Anne  gare 
■e  before  leaving  it  would  be  grands  I*ve 
worn  hers  everyday  since  leaving  Canada^ 
including  the  idiole  suiaser^  tise  out  for  a 
wash  now  and  th«i«  but  it*s  starting  to 
weaken  a  bit  now»  You  could  send  it  to  me 
at*  Maisfln  St«>Josepht  Houte  de  la  Caligomie, 
Aimcnay  (Ard^he}t  France*  I  won't  be  there 
until  tetober  11  but  that's  o*k«  tfy  sincere 
thanks  in  advance. 

Mow  for  a  bit  of  information  an  Nenag^,  and 
the  Waelama.     I  found  there  an  elderly  man^ 
James  Whelan«  v^o  remembered  hearing  alMVUt 
relatives  in  Canada  but  he  did  not  know  just 
%diere  they  were*  I  told  him  b^  grandmother 
was  a  WTielcm  iidio  married  a  MeGeough*  Is  that 
right?  It  se^Bs  to  me  I  recall  someone  years 
agOt  was  it  a  Mr*  Fleury,  talking  about  the 
lAielan  fortune  and  it  emmBitd   to  have  involved 
yout  ^na,  from  which  I  supposed  your  mother 
was  a  Whelan*  In  any  case  I  to<^  it  for 
granted  your  side  descended  from  Whelans  to 
make  the  lamt  more  interesting*  He  is  83  years 
old  and  an  extremely  fine  old  gentlesiEui^  clear 
as  a  bell  and  fairly  active*  His  wife  is 
also  living  but  very  weak  and  confined  to  bed* 
Th9j  have  a  candy  shop  in  N«iagh  where  there 
are  three  daughters,  Agnes,  Julia  and  Peg* 
There   is  a  fourth  one,  Nacnyt  whcaa  I  did  not 
meet*  Mr  Whelan's  father  was  Darius  Vhelan 
(pronounced  "da<>rice"}  who  di^  I  forget  when 
for  I  have  adsplaced  the  paper  on  %^ich  I 
wrote  that  down*  Darius*  father  was  Edward 
Whelan  %dio  died  November  16,  l838t  and  i^ooa 
iomtetone  we  dound  in  the  neaby  cemetery*  I 
have  the  inscription  on  the  stone  writtmi 
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dc»^  beres  it  goes  **£reGted  by  Darius  V/helan 
of  N«ia^  in  aeiBory  of  hia  father  Edward 
Vhelan  %^o  died  Nov.  16^  l83St  aged  63  years t 
BX^  his  brothers  JaBes  aad  Jolm  VOielaxit  and 
infant  child,  9eresiali«  )dio  died  Nov*  20, 
l86l,  eight  days  old*  Also  in  memory  of 
Elizabeth  Whelan,  alias  Gill,  who  departed 
tliis  life  Jime  13,  l863f  aged  33  years"*  Mr» 
lifhelan  thinks  it  %ias  that  Jaaes  vdio  went  to 
Camula,  but  he  is  not  sure*  We  vent  over 
of  the  parii^  registers,  but  they  only  go 
to  1792,  so  old  E(hrard*8  birth  and  baptlEBU 
would  not  be  there.  However,  the  sacristan 
at  St«  )^iry*s,  Heoaght  is  very  trilling  to  go 
throu^  either  Baptism  or  Marriage  books  if 
you  can  gije  him  an  approximation  on  the  date* 
He  is  Mr*  atrick  O'Brien,  Sacristan,  St* 
Mary*s  Catholic  Church,  Nenagji,  Comity  Tipper- 
ary,  Ireland*  tod  if  ycna  write  to  the  Whelans 
tliMBielves,  write  to  Miss  Agnes  Whelan,  Ki<^» 
htm  Street,  Ifmia^,  Co*  Tipperary*  She  is 
very  anxious  to  hear  from  you*  Hope  it  is 
the  ri^t  family*  Goodt^ye  for  now* 


36  rue  G^iiUeminot,  Paris  1^ 
3  octobre,  195^* 

Dear  Horn,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

1*  Sxehange  of  letters*  Acknowledges  reeeipt 
of  parcel  and  two  Masses* 

Toni^t  I  begin  a  retreat  %d.th  the  Jesuit 
Fathers  in  their  house  on  the  out^^dxts  of 
Baris,  and  will  finish  it  Friday  morning, 
October  8th*  Next  weekend  will  be  pretty  well 
te^en  up  packing  trunk,  ba^,  bodes,  etc*  and 
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trtt&sporting  thea  to  the  train  for  Annooay* 
Don't  be  surprised,  therefore,  if  you  go  m^ 
i^hile  without  any  word*  We  expect  to  settle 
down  in  'Smonsgr  October  12* 

This  year  will  be  quite  dif feraat  froa  last 
in  that  we  (Father  Wally  Piatt  and  I)  will  te 
living  in  two  places  «*  part  of  each  we^  in 
Anncnay  %d.th  the  ^silians  and  part  in  I^on 
taking  classes*  ¥e  will  stay  in  a  "foyer 
sacerdotal^f  a  guest  hc^ise  for  priests  while 
in  I^cn»  Ihe  trip  to  and  fro  will  be  about 
IDO  kilo^tres  and  will  likely  be  sade  on  the 
bus*  X  hoped  the  Goi^ninity  sdght  possibly  give 
vm  persdssion  to  buy  a  secondhand  car,  but  it 
leeks  like  that  was  hoping  for  too  siuch*  In 
any  case  it  %rill  be  interesting  and  I  thii^ 
Mch  superior  in  almost  every  way  to  the  past 
year  in  Paris* 

Closing  reseiics* 


liaison  St««J^3^^t  Ann<may,  Ardiche* 
Saturday,  October  30,  195^» 

Dear  Hoe,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Xm  fiimazks  on  exchange  of  letters* 

2»  Veather  is  perfectly  fabulcms* 

^Ehis  afternoon  we  are  going  down  about  80 

miles  south  to  the  Basilians*  holiday  house 
in  t^e  little  village  of  St*  Alban*  Father 
Di<dc  I^ovan  and  I  visited  the  French  cc»ifreres 
there  last  Christiaas,  if  you  rem^iber,  but  to-» 
day  will  be  Father  Piatt  •s  first  Uok  at  it* 
Since  AH  Ssdnts  and  All  Souls  are  holidays 
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here  for  the  kids  the  trip  dowi  is  worth  %^ile; 
ve  %fill  cc^se  back  TvLeedeLj  ni^t.  The   following 
day  ve  fi^iall  be  off  to  Ijoofi  to  iregister  and 
begin  classes*  It  emmam  late  to  be  starting 
wHmam^   doesn't  it,  bat  that's  the  way  with 
these  French  IMiYersities,  noting  doing  bef<»re 
the   first  we^  in  November. 

)&lle  waiting  for  lectures  I^Te  heim  getting 
mmm  reading  dene,  and  also  halie  been  vriting 
ft  little  account  of  the  suraoer's  trabels*  It's 
tiMng  a  little  longer  than  I  expected,  iet  1 
have  already  devoted  a  we^  to  it  and  have 
^ily  dene  the  part  in  between  ^aris  and  Ireland  i 
The  latter  part  may  have  to  be  cut  short  soDe* 
i^iat  f(»r  lack  of  tiae,  but  I  hope  to  get  it 
off  to  you  before  Christmas*  It's  not  all  in«» 
elusive  by  any  Bieans,  for  one  wcmld  have  to 
experience  it  all  to  witness  all  the  details, 
but  it  will  give  you  a  general  idea  of  what 
happened  here  and  there  and  I  would  ask  you 
to  keep  it  «is  I  adght  wish  s<HBe  day  to  go  over 
it  and  recall  sooe  of  the  incidents* 

How  did  the  opoiing  of  Carr  Hall  come  off? 
I^s  glad  soce  of  you  were  able  to  be  pres^it 
at  it*  I  haven't  seen  any  pictures  of  it  since 
it  has  been  completed,  so  the  account  in  the 
paper  will  be  welccnse*  The   foundation  was  all 
laid  when  I  left,  in  fact  I  think  all  the  re- 
inforced concrete  work  was  done*  Frc^  s<^Be 
of  the  cosnai^nts  of  the  confreres  in  Toronto 
it  reminds  one  fr<»n  outside  of  a  mediaeval 
castle,  but  appeirently  the  inside  is  almost 
the  last  word*  Father  Henry  Carr,  after  wh^n 
it  is  naiaed,  molb  Superior  G«ieral  before  Father 
E*J*  teCorkell,  and  is  at  present  teaching  in 
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the  t^fyersit^r  of  l&dtish  Colun^iat  Vmacaav^r^ 
hoping  le^entual^  ito  set  up  there  a  college 
affiliated  with  tUs  state  universitj  such  the 
'^mmB  as  the  set^-iii^^Nfit  St.  Hichael*8  in  the 
teiversitj  of  Tozfonto*     I  have  seen  hin  a  fev 
tiaes«  thaa^  neifer  t^^^lked  with  his  that  I  can 
recall^  nor  €Pfmrilha^  his  for  a  teacher.     He*8 
quite  a  r«HUl»h|Le  den^  though^  seeainglyi 
Father  J*?.  Mei^iley/ coi|!l^d  tell  you  lots  about 

hiffit  sore  in  faet  ^han  l\eoald« 

\ 

family  ne%r8  and  o^losing  rc^iparka* 

/:'  •  •  •  \ 

Haison  St«  ^osepht  Anncumy,  Ardiche^ 
November  1^  195^. 

Dear  Hom«  Da^  ai^  Kink, 

Im  Opening  r^fiarks* 

Oar  classes  gc^  underway  definitively  this 
"mA^     Father  teUy  Piatt  and  I  tocOc  off  on 
t^e  bus  early  Tuesday  morning  <6:30  a.m»)  and 
arrived  in  l^ons  at  8:%5t  J^st  nice  tiae  to 
get  to  a  nine  o'clock  class*  In  order  to  get 
Mros  and  breakfast  in  before  starting  out  we 
had  to  rise  at  five*  and  since  we  are  still 
<Hi  dalyli^t  saving  tine  over  here,  it  ee^ied 
like  the  middle  of  the  ni^t*  %ere  vasn^t 
BKich  sign  of  life  as  we  made  our  way  doMn 
throu^  the  narrow  streets  of  Anncasay,  but  the 
bus  %fas  well  loaded  before  our  departure*  Ve 
watched  the  dawn  slowly  break  as  we  wouzkd  our 
way  down  throu^  the  hills  of  Ard^che  to  the 
valley  of  the  HhSne.  When  it  got  light  oaough 
we  got  Cfat   our  vocabulary  bodes  and  started 
to  learn  new  words  in  connection  with  this 


jmar^B  coors^i.     It*s  iBsposeible  to  read  at 
any  leiigth  of  time  cm  the  bus  for  it  juops 
around  too  Qach»  so  vb  res<M*t  to  a  type  of 
study  that  doeaa*t  require  too  mch  ocular 

cone en tration • 

The  Foyer  i^ere  we  stay  in  Lyons  is  quite  a 
fine  place*  %e  cos^jany  there  is  good  and 

i9Q)artantt  the  meals  are  ^ccellent*  Our 
are  tm  the  kth   floor »  which  over  here 
is  the  5th  t  so  <»ice  having  cliiabed  up  one 
needs  a  good  reascm  before  going  tmt  again* 
The  building  is  not  exactly  sodem  but  the 
roog^  are  quite  ecffiif  ortable  and  not  too  ez- 
p«»isiTe«  800  francs  a  day^  about  |2«10^  idiich 
includes  erearything.  For  the  service  we  get 
there  I  think  it  is  quite  a  bargain.  As  the 
xmmt   **fcyer"  suggests  it  is  a  sort  of  hooe 
fear  priests  who  are  just  travelling  through. 
All  sorts  of  interesting  cases  coiae  alcsigt 
each  with  views  and  ideas  fr<HB  different  parts 
of  Firance*  Th±B  past  week  there  was  a  eur^ 
frcHS  Corsica  staying  there  who  had  many  a 
delightful  anecdote  to  tell  us  about  life  and 
people  froR!  his  parif^  up  in  the  mcmntadjis* 
Vc  are  very  lucky,  really,  to  have  such  an 
advantageous  poeiticaa.  I  think  by  the  end 
of  the  year  we  will  knc^  quite  a  bit  aK>re 
abo^it  the  French  clergy  that  we  do  now.  Of 
#9ua»e^  priests  from  other  countries  stop  in 
too,  for  Lyons  is  on  the  main  line  fr««  Paris 
doMa  to  i±ie   south,  so  that  anyone  going  froo 
the  north  to  either  Italy  or  Spain,  or  other 
p<djits  south  is  iware  than  likely  to  pass  by^ 
and  vice  versa. 


oa  weathers 
Closing  reaarka^ 
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MftisoaEi  St.  Joseph,  ^monay,  Ardtehet 
Itondayt  November  28,  195^. 

Dear  Hem,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

!•  Opening  remarks  and  observations  on  veather, 

Z*   Aekncvledges  receipt  of  parcel  and  coa^ 
plains  of  paying  more  duty  in  Annonay 
than  in  Paris* 

3«  Attended  a  smvie,  "L'Rcaase  Tranquille**^ 
(^e  Quiet  Man)*  remarks  cm  it* 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  yoa  g^ve  Mendel^o-» 
France  a  great  welcome  over  there;  he  mat 
have  been  impressed.  Thej  don*t  know  what  to 
ms^e  of  him  over  here.  %ey  have  to  admit 
that  he  has  done  wonders  in  the  intematiooal 
%#orld  so  far  9  but  his  ancestry  makes  the 
Catholics  dubious*  His  recent  decrees  <m 
curtailing  the  consua^ticHi  of  aloholic  drinks 
in  France  may  make  him  pretty  unpopular  how* 
ever  I  the  French  don't  like  to  be  ciir  tailed 
in  any  way^  least  of  all  in  that  particular 
<me*  %ey*re  corkers  to  drink,  as  all  the 
world  knows*  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  long 
he  will  l8ist|  I  doii*t  ^tvy  him  his  position* 

Closing  renarics* 

•  •  « 

Maisoa  St*  Joseph,  Ajmonayt  Ard^he* 
Itaidayt  December  6,  193^* 

Dear  Moat  I>i»it  «^  Kink, 

1*  Acknowledges  letter  with  Haas  stipmids* 

2«  Qgyait  in  Xerosis* 

Father  Wally  Piatt  and  I  are  sort  of  anxious 
to  see  idiat  happ^ui  in  Lyons  next  Wednesday, 
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»r  8t  for  the  f«aet  of  the  lanaculate 
'aM»pti(m«  During  the  past  fev  we^os  or 
aore  the  public  woxics  ccmasittee  have  been 
putting  up  strings  of  electiic  lights  mnd 
bunting  all  cfver   the  main  streets  in  honour 
of  Our  lady*  I^otis  is  the  Ho*  1  Marian  city 
in  France^  apart  from  Lc^irdest  of  coiir8e«  by 
Tf^LBOn   of  Tery  old  devotion  to  the  Mother  of 
Godt  and  each  year  it  goes  all  <mt  to  celeb«> 
rate  the  8th  of  December*  Oddly  enou^  the 
day  is  not  a  holy  day  of  obli^tioni  thera 
are  cmly  four  throu^out  the  %ihol  eyar  ncM 
in  Ftance  since  Napoleon^s  tise*  But  it  is 
a  big  feast  nerertheless;  the  stores  play  it 
up  too  by  liay  of  advertisements  and  special 
MHT^iandiset  soise  of  theis  a  bit  fantastic 
«ich  as  cakesf  candie£>«  bars  of  soapt  etc* 
in  the  shape  of  Our  I^idy  of  the  lomaculate 
Ocnception!  But  we  saw  the  mam  sort  of  thing 
at  Loijy^j^  last  yeart  so  I  goeos  that  sort  of 
thing'  is  xi^  too  ungozmaon* 

Today  I  have  another  encounter  with  the  Trench 
police*  There  has  been  sons  dif  f  iciilty  in 
renewing  mj  identity  card«  laainly  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  I  let  it  expire*  We  hope 
to  get  it  regulated  this  morning^  thougjb*  I 
vent  down  last  Monday  but  the  chief  was  away 
hunting,  so  nothing  c<mld  be  done  until  he 
came  back  from  his  holidays*  Besides  the  ex«* 
piration  1  have  a  second  charge  against  me, 
namely,  <»«isaion  to  let  the  police  in  Paris 
know  I  was  changing  ay  residence*  !Ehat  is 
supposed  to  be  done  apparently  before  leaving, 
mnd  a  declaraticai  of  one*s  arrival  in  the  new 
place  aade,  neitl.er  of  which  I  did*  Bo  we*ll 
likely  have  eome   ^'explaining"  to  do*  The  whole 
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mffmir  ±a  qait«  aauelng,  really,  for  it  ±b 
only  a  foraRlityt  but  the  police  consider  it 
a  very  serious  business  t  and  get  quite  voiced 
up  when  one  is  not  Just  etccording  to  the 
rules*  Don't  be  surprised  therefore  if  the 
next  letter  ie  from  the  local  jaill 

Closing  retmrkB* 


St*  Joseph  t  Anncmay^  Ardlolie^  I>ance» 
Monday^  DecOTber  13t  195^. 

Pear  HcHSt  Bad^  and  Kixk^ 

l4  Exchange  of  letters*  Acknovledges  parcel 
with  Christinas  cake  in  it* 

%i0  ^mek  \m  vere  lucky  to  be  in  the  city  of 
Zcrons  for  the  feast  of  the  Ifntaaculate  Con*- 
caption^  for  we  witnessed  a  oistoa  that  is 
unique  in  the  %forld.  Around  eefwmi  o*elodc 
in  the  sKsming  all  the  houses  az»l  apKrtaents 
lined  their  window  sills  with  little  vigil 
li^ts  in  honour  of  Our  Lady.  In  the  dark 
of  the  night  this  made  a  rery  pretty  and 
poetic  ai^t*  In  addition  the  sain  streets 
were  brilliantly  lighted  with  stars^  crownSf 
etc*  in  electric  li^t  bulbs*  Brery  I^yoonaia 
was  out  in  the  streets  walking^  or  trying  to, 
plus  a  good  few  thousand  frcsa  the  surrounding 
districtSf  even  from  as  far  away  as  Paris*  It 
is  quite  an  erent^   and  well  worth  seeing* 
Hi^  up  on  the  hill  that  f  eras  the  western 
bank  of  the  SaSne  Hiver  the  big  BasUi^i, 
Notre  Dame  de  la  FourrLdre  \m»   floed«»lit  so 
that  it  stood  out  magnificently  against  the 
black  1^*  Of  course,  to  acme  extent  it  was 
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Kialized^  but  in  general  I  think  Our 
Lftdy  got  the  isost  of  the  attention* 

An  gradually  getting  straight  with  the  poliee< 
Looks  like  I  wont  have  to  spend  Chriatssas  in 
the  jng  after  all*  Goodbye  for  now* 


Maiscm  St«  Joseph  t  ^nn(»uiyt  Ard^ehe^ 
Hondayt  Deceober  20^   19!^* 

Dsiir  M^i,  Dadt  ^^<^  Kink, 

X*  Opening  TBm&x^imm 

2#  Cbservaticns  on  **Bring  Christ  back  to 
Christeaa'^  aKsveewnt  in  Toronto* 

Oar  classes  go  on  until  %ureday  ni^t  at 
the  University;  the  shcool  here  gets  out  Tumh* 
day  night*  *niis  past  while  the  kids  have 
been  writing  exaiss  and  the  teachers  fersrishly 
ctsrrecting  theo*  to  Wednesday  of  this  week 
there  is  a  big  assembly  during  which  the  z^*» 
suits  are  announced  and  prises  awarded*  On«> 
fortunately  I'll  not  be  there  to  see  how  it 
testes  off,  but  no  doubt  we  will  hear  about  it 
U|Kai  returning  Thursday  night*  Father  Williwi 
Young  is  coming  down  frtMB  ^^aris  to  spend  Christ« 
«BS  %rith  us;  we  are  all  going  down  to  St* 
Alban  Friday  to  stay  there  for  w  few  days; 
and  then  on  farther  south  for  a  little  t3rip 
on  the  Cote  d'Asur*  We  had  thou^^t  of  going 
throu^i  awitzerland  but  it  locks  now  lik»  that 
plan  will  not  be  realised* 

Acknowledge  receipt  of  letters* 

Closes  with  Christiaas  greetings* 
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Toywr  Saeerdtoalt  l^ast 
J^phanjt  Janixary  6,  1955* 

Daar  Pete*  Mary,  Trmncls  and  Sean* 

A  faadly  letter  with  test  wii^es  for  the  ^mw 
Year  and  sympathy  cm  the  death  of  Airnt  Kate. 


Foyer  Sacerdotal,  5  rue  Henri  Iff  I^oit 
Tuesday,  January  25,  1^5* 

Dear  lk»s.  Dad,  and  Kink* 

Acknowledges  letter  with  three  Masses  for 
Aunt  Kate.     OI>servatio8UB  on  wm^er  in  IcTOin 
and  floods  with  mosm  account  tf  daoage.  Mews 
of  relatives.    Visit  to  opera,  Othello,  with 
Father  Piatt* 


Maison  St*  Josei^,  Anncoay  (Ard^he) 
Monday,  January  Jl^  1955* 

Dear  Kink, 

Acknowledges  letter  with  Namt  stipend*  ViU 
be  hmppj  to  say  50  low  MassMi  for  Kate  and 
Bat*  Beaarks  on  the  burden  of  work  en  Kink* 

This  arrangem^at  of  dividing  one*s  residence 
8e«aB  to  cut  the  we^cs  in  half,  not  only  seea» 
to  but  doM!,so  that  there  always  seeas  to  be 
less  tiae  for  everything*  We're  either 
gathering  u^  our  things,  locking  up  shop  amA 
running  for  the  bus,  or  we're  getting  off  tte 
bus,  putting  thin^  in  order  on  the  shelves 
«Bd  settling  down  to  woz^  again*  Froa  the 
point  of  view  of  our  studies  it  would  be  sore 
beneficial  to  stay  all  the  tis^  in  Lyons  i^ere 
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we  would  be  close  to  the  IMiTersityy  library » 
etc*     But  because  the  CcMSBunity  has  recently 
incorporated  the  Fr^ich  Baailians  at  Annonay, 
and  wants  to  make  then  feel  the  re->«miflB  has 
really  gone  into  effectf  im  speskd  as  Kich  of 
atteh  we^  as  possible  %dth  thms,  Just  half 
tha  weak  in  fact.    ^Iie  preamism  of  the  two 
CaiMK^i an  Basil Iwns  aakas  the  decision  of  the 
General  Chapter  last  suoiaer  ac^re  c<merete  and 
effective*    Ve  are  well  Mean  eare  of  at  Ajmomms 
both  as  to  lodging  and  coapmy*    O^e  ooaf^res 
there  are  really  a  grand  buzi^t  ▼•Z7  aooh  like 
the  ones  back  in  Canada*     !I!har6  is  a  soort  of 
Raailian  **faaily  spirit''  that  is  noticeable 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic*     So  we  actually 
feel  at  ho23»  which  is  a  great  blessingt  and 
ouch  for  which  to  be  thankful* 

JntmadB  to  write  Anne  about  a  faaily  oatt^ri 


St*  Joseph 9  Annccay 
ftatday,  February  7f  1955« 

Dear  lk»i,  Dad^  and  Kink* 

Acknowledges  letter  with  five  Mass  stipends* 
fiaaakrs  en  the  weather  in  Canada*  Glad  to 
haar  Petals  operation  was  sucei^sful*  A  bit 
about  hunting  wild  boars*  Fr^ach  government 
has  fall«i  again*  Sorry  to  hear  about  Hilda* 

♦  •  • 
HaisoQ  St*  Joseph,  Annonay  (Ardiche) 
Sunday,  February  13t  1955# 

2>aar  ltai«  Dad,  and  Kink* 

Birthday  greetings  to  Kother  and  apologies  for 
sLssing  father*s  birttday*  Went  skating  with 
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Father  Wally  Piatt  at  the  "Palaia  de  Glace" 
in  I^on.  The  Bh8ne  Kiver  flooded  last  week. 
Surtnisea  aa  to  cause  of  these  floods* 

Our  woark  at  the  University  goes  on  apace, 
though  already  we  are  lodking  forward  to  the 
holidays  at  Easter*  Father  Piatt  is  going 
down  to  Ro»e  with  two  of  the  Basilians  from 
Paris,  Fathers  ^o  Klen  and  Williaa  Youngs  X 
dcn^t  know  %diether  I  will  be  accraipanying 
thenit  or  ^ing  up  to  Paris  to  do  }  tour  somh* 
where  with  Father  Dick  ^<movan.     It  all  depends 
on  vdiat  I  ^m  get  in  the  way  of  p^raiasions 
fros  the  ^perior  in  Toronto* 

Closing  remaiks* 


Sunday,  February  19 1  1955* 

Dear  Men,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Acknowledges  letter* 

You  are  probably  w<aidering  *^y  this  is  being 
8«it  froei  lyon  on  a  Saturday  when  normally  we 
would  be  at  Annonay  by  now*  The   explanation 
lies  in  a  few  holidays  that  the  French  schools 
and  Universities  «ijQy  Just  prior  to  Hardi  Gras, 
Since  the  Basilians  at  Annonay  are  mostly  all 
away  doing  parochial  work  for  the  week-end  and 
for  Ash  Wednesday,  Father  Vally  Paltt  and  I 
decided  to  stay  put,  as  it  were,  rather  than 
go  back  to  a  deserted  house*  We  will  tidce  ^e 
bus  as  usual,  however,  next  Friday  night*  Our 
cXaases  are  discontinued  for  Moi^iay  and  Tues*- 
day,  but  strt  up  again  Wednesday  soraing, 
bri^t  and  early;  that*s  a  bit  ssaller  holi- 
day than  the  high  school  kids  gets,  they  being 
free  till  Friday  next* 
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Intends  Tisitlng  the  shrine  of  St*  Francis 
de  Sales*  Glad  to  hear  that  Pete  is  gdning 
strength*  Account  of  visit  to  a  museum  of 
works  of  art  in  silk  and  other  frabrics* 

Tteorrotf  (Sunday)  I  am  scheduled  to  say  Mass 
in  one  of  the  perish  churches  here,  St*  Pothin, 
at  6s30  in  the  evening*  It  is  a  regular  prac- 
tice now  to  have  an  evmiing  Mass  on  Sundays 
for  the  workers*  but  this  will  be  the  first 
tiae  I  will  have  had  the  assignment  of  of  f er* 
ing  it*  It  means  no  Hslbb  in  the  morning  for 
me,  and  also  only  a  sli^t  fast*  i*e*  from 
3s00  p*m*  on*  I*m  anxious  to  see  how  nani^ 
will  at  tend  9  and  how  many  of  them  will  acta* 
ally  be  of  the  working  class*  Thsit   is  the 
great  lament  of  the  Church  over  here  today, 
that  She  has  lost  contact  with  the  every  digr 
labourer* 

We  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  Cardinal  Ger- 
lier  yesterday  ev^iing*  He  lit  up  when  he 
heard  we  were  Canadians  for  he  keeps  a  pleats- 
ant  memory  of  his  assistance  at  the  Iterian 
Congress  at  Ottawa*  Tou  probably  saw  him 
there,  though  loy  not  have  picked  him  out  by 
name  f<^  there  was  quite  a  number  of  cardinals 
cm  hand  l^en* 

Qovemm^it  overthrown  in  Ft*ance,  again* 


tiftiscn  St*  Joseph,  Annoaayt  Ardftche, 
Iteiday,  February  28,  1955* 

Dear  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

0|>ttiing  remarks  about  letters*  Conipares  Kardi 
Gras  to  Halloween*  Lenten  regulations  in  France  > 


.^l    f1S.v.>,   ■■.-v^~i 
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Food  is  cwzeellent  both  at  the  Foyer  Sacer- 
dotal and  at  Haisoa  St*  Josejdi*  Weather  baa 
been  <do1  but  house  well  heated*  hsxko   forward 
to  box  prosdlsed  for  Easter* 

There  is  sooething  that  I  wish  you  would  send 
■e  thou^t  McHB*  It  is  a  Butler  *s  Cateehirait 
the  one  we  used  to  uae,  you  know*  I  had  mm 
in  Toronto  and  thought  I  brought  it  with  mm^ 
but  a  sdnute  search  c<mvinced  me  I  Bust  have 
left  it  with  those  other  books  that  are  at 
Anne* 8*  ^t  is  one  of  the  best  aumaaries  of 
Catholic  doctrine;  and  since  I  as  instructing 
a  young  Anglican  each  we^  it  would  wozic  in 
bandy  for  him*  He  is  froa  Lcmdont  but  teach* 
iag  a  ccmrse  at  the  University  <^  Lyons  this 
yeart  "La  Civilisation  Brittanique"*  I  have 
be«3  attending  his  one  lecture  a  we^«  after 
%^ich  we  usually  went  out  to  a  cafe  for  sone 
chocolate*  ^e  has  been  thinking  of  becosdng 
a  Catholic  for  some  years  t  but  never  seemed 
to  get  up  courage  to  start  taking  instructions 
until  we  got  talking  it  avBTm     I  wtmld  ask  you 
to  keep  him  in  your  prayers  t  so  that  if  it  is 
Qod  8  will  i^^igland  will  have  cme  more  stray 
sheep  return  to  the   fold*  And  if  it  doesn^t 
eoat  too  much  fly  over  the  CatechioB  to  Lycm* 

There  are  two  other  books  that  I  should  like 
to  have  and  %dilch  are  in  those  boxes  at  Anne's, 
in  the  seccmd  cardboard  one  to  be  exact*  ^ey 
are  Knox's  translation  of  the  New  Testament 
%iihich  Aida  Quiry  gave  me  for  ordination;  I 
wmt  to  work  on  it  with  mj  Anglican  friend 
(Michael  Jenkins  is  his  name);  the  other  is 
O'Connel's  Book  of  Ceremcmiee*  These  are  not 
needed  in  any  great  hurry,  so  ordinary  mail 
will  do  for  them*  I*b  sorry  to  put  you  to  this 
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bott«r  and  troubl#;  bat  they  will  be  of  help 
to  oe«  for  their  eq^Tale&ta  are  hard  to  find 
enter  here. 

prayers  for  a  special  intention* 


Wednesday,  March  9t  1955* 

Dear  Mob,  Dad,  and  Kizik, 

Acknowledges  letter.  Speaks  of  Cardinal  6«r<* 
lier*  Visited  the  chapel  of  the  Visitation 
with  Father  Wally  Piatt. 


very  nuch  for  the  Messenger  containing 
the  article  on  Father  Patrick  Moloney.  He  is 
one  of  our  early  confreres,  and  well  r^neobered 
over  here,  buried  here  in  fact,  thoug)i  he  did 
Boet  tf  his  work  at  St.  Miehael^s  in  Toronto. 
I  guess  he  is  jiust  one  nore  moBmple  of  the 
rimt   spreading  the  faith  it^ererer  Qod  happens 
to  chase  thesi* 

Ja  mj  last  letter  I  a^ed  you  to  pray  for  a 
special  intent icm  during  the  past  we^.  That 
intention  was  in  fact  that  you  wcmld  be  given 
the  grace  to  accept  as  Ood*s  ViU  what  I  have 
to  tell  you  now.  Not  that  I  felt  you  would 
not  accept  it  as  such,  but  that  prayer  always 
strength^is  us,  and  besides  I  thou^t  it  as 
good  a  way  as  any  to  prepare  you,  thou^  I 
8upx>ose  parents  are  never  surpri^Mi  by  any- 
thing their  children  say.  In  fact,  you  my 
hftve  suspected  already  that  I  shall  not  be 
eoolng  hone  this  eaammr.     I  know  the  two  years 
are  almost  up,  and  it  was  for  a  period  of  two 
years  that  I  caiae  to  f^rance  in  1953-  But  since 
that  time  our  Congregaticm  has  incorporated 
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the  F^r^ieh  Bfti«i11,ian«  at  Amiosaj  with  vhos  ve 
are  living  now*  In  order  to  sake  the  union 
■ore  real  and  to  help  oar  F^reneh  c(»ifrere8  get 
en  their  feet  again «  for  they  were  on  the 
point  of  dying  out  as  regards  Toeationst  the 
Superior  General  in  Toronto  has  appointed 
Father  Vi^LlIy  Piatt  and  mo   to  reside  with  them 
for  a  few  years*  In  all  likelihood  I  ^ball 
be  eoKing  hone  for  a  few  weeks  during  the 
suamer  of  195^;  but  th^i  I  shall  be  returning 
to  Azmonay  again «  likely  for  another  three 
years*  It  seeas  that  this  will  be  the  policy 
fro  all  Canadians  ^iho  are  appointed  to  Anncmay* 
By  reascm  of  the  distance  and  cost  we  could 
hardly  make  the  return  trip  every  second  year^ 
thou^  I  oust  oonf ess  I  ai^ed  for  as  auch  in 
a  recent  letter;  but  we  have  been  giv^:i  to 
believe  that  the  trip  every  three  years  is 
possible^  and  perhaps  sore  in  keeping  %d.th  our 
vow  of  Poverty.  At  present  Father  Piatt  and 
I  are  both  working  on  a  teaching  degree,  the 
X*  ^s  L«,  which  when  obtained  will  permit  us 
to  teach  with  State  recogniticm  on  the  staff 
of  the  College  at  ibmonay*  Just  how  long  we 
will  be  teaching  there  we  don*t  know  for  our 
Superior  hiiuwlf  is  imable  to  say;  but  we're 
eontent  to  leave  that  up  to  hia* 

Feels  certain  that  they  will  accept  his  stay- 
ing on  in  France*  It  is  not  a  hardship  for 
his*  Unstable  government  does  not  affect  hia 
pers^[3ally«  Closing  remarks* 


Foyer,  Tuesday,  March  15,  1955^ 

Dear  Ifcai,  Bad,  and  Kink, 

Qreetin^  for  the  feasts  of  St*  ^atrick  and 
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Stm  Joseph*  Recalls  e3q>lanation  of  the  greet-* 
ingt  *^0P  of  the  iaomi&5^«  given  his  in  Ire* 
land  last  sttsaer.  Thanks  for  the  catechini 
which  arriTed  safely. 

Lent  is  gradually  running  itself  outt  and  be«- 
f ore  long  ve  will  be  once  again  in  the  aetiT* 
ity  of  Holy  We^.  Last  year  Father  J>±ck  Doe* 
OYan  and  I  oeletoated  the  Kaster  festivities 
with  the  ^^offansi  this  year  we  plan  on  being 
either  in  6elg:iun  or  Holland*  I  as  going  up 
to  ^aris  April  2  to  meet  hint  ^^^  from  there 
we  will  do  a  tour  of  the  Lowlands*  Father 
tally  Piatt  is  the  one  who  is  going  to  Hone 
this  year«  along  %dth  Fathers  Leo  Klen  and 
"^illiaa  Young  from  Paris*  The  holidays  pre* 
sent  great  opportunities  for  visiting  otl^ 
peoples t  their  cities «  etc*  It  is  a  great 
privilege  to  be  able  to  do  it;  wish  I  could 
reaeaber  everything  we  see  and  hear* 

Closing  reiBaztai* 


Mcmday^  March  21^  1955* 

Dear  lfosii«  Dad«  end  Kink, 

OeHsents  on  the  weather*  l^lls  of  celebrations 
for  the  feasts  of  St*  "^atrick  and  of  St*  Josej^^ 


Foyer  Sacerdotal  t  5  rue  Henri  IV  t  l^foo, 
ftetesday^  March  29,  1955* 

Dear  Mqb«  Dad,  and  Kink« 

Apologizes  for  sending  letter  a  day  late*  Will 
not  write  regularly,  but  as  opportunity  offers 
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during  the  next  two  weeks* 

Ve  came  in  on  the  bus  this  uKuming  carrying 
«  brief  case  each  of  books,  a  valise  apiece, 
and  a  booc  of  ve^tables  that  the  Superior 
donated  to  the  Foyer*  By  t^e  tioe  we  got 
everything  stored  away  in  the  baggage  rack 
there  wasn't  ouch  room  left  for  anyone  else*s« 
Ve  brou^t  the  valises  along  prepared  for  the 
trip  because  we  will  be  setting  out  fr<Ha  here, 
I^on^  this  coning  Saturday,  hence  will  not 
hare  the  occasion  to  go  back  to  ^nnonay  before 
leaving* 

Ve*re  not  <;^te  going  in  the  same  direction. 
Father  Wally  Piatt  and  I,  in  fact  in  directly 
fl^m^d  directiims,  for  he  is  driving  dcwk  to 
fioM  with  Fathers  Leo  Klem  and  William  Y<»ing, 
and  I  mm  going  north  to  Holland  with  Father 
Dic^  Bonovaa,  %dtOB  I  am  to  meet  in  Paris  this 
Saturday  night.  We  will  be  "at  large"  far  a 
little  over  two  we^s,  ooalag  back  here  April 
18  in  time  for  classes  the  BSSKt  day* 

Vrites  of  forthcoming  visit  to  Belgium* 

Most  of  the  Basil  ians  at  Annonay  will  be  going 
down  to  their  house  at  St*  Alten  for  some  of 
the  holidays*  It  will  undoubtedly  be  more 
ccmif  ortable  there  now  than  it  was  at  Christ** 
wmmi   I  hope  so  anyway,  for  their  sake,  for  we 
naarly  froae  at  that  time*  It  has  no  heat  in 
it  save  for  one  open  fireplace,  so  fine  tieather 
is  the  only  hope  while  you* re  down  there* 

CtaMTvations  on  the  weather  and  closing  remarks « 
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Tpfmst  Sacerdotal^  5  rue  Henri  IV,  I^co 
Medneaday,  April  20,  1955. 


I,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

BesuBea  eorrepcKXidence  sifter  holiday* 

Father  Dick  Dcmovan  and  I  arrived  badk  in 
Paris  Mcmdaj  evening,  and  1  eaae  on  do%m  to 
Lyon  yeaterday  aoming,  arriving  Juat  in  tiae 
to  00  off  to  two  lectures* 

The  holidays  were  very  enjoyable  indeed*  lAi 
ifent  to  the  Benedictine  Abbey  at  Maredscus 
in  Belgiura  and  spent  nost  of  Holy  Veek  in 
the  riKsiastery  where  ve  aade  a  retreat,  and 
of  course,  followed  and  participated  even  in 
all   the  beautiful  ceremcsnies*  On  I^iaster  Sun- 
^ty  we  went  into  Germany  to  Cologne  to  see 
the  faaKms  cathedral  there,  the  oaie  ^lat  was 
spared  during  the  RAF  attadcs  iidiile  the  r^it 
of  the  city  was  practically  flattened*  Die 
following  day  we  went  to  Holland,  landing  in 
St  Utrecht  and  from  there  spent  five  days 
visiting  Ansterdas,  Isle  of  Markem,  VolendMi^ 
Baarloft,  Leidtti^  Hotterdam,  with  a  few  short 
exBorsiona  here  and  there  to  such  places  as 
the  tulpis  fields  and  the  ports  of  the  bigger 
cities*  T!he   last  few  days  we  gave  to  Belgina 
again  going  to  Antwerp,  Gh«it  and  Bruges*  tte 
time  went  by  all  too  quickly:  before  we  knew 
it  we  were  on  the  train  from  Brussels  mi  route 
to  Paris,  and  hence  back  to  work  again,  to 
elassos  xad   the  books*  But  %re  profited  im- 
aensely  from  the  change  of  air,  surroundings 
wand  occupation,  and  can  face  up  to  the  prepar- 
ation for  finals  now  with  renewed  energy* 

Father  Piatt  basnet  returned  yet  fro©  his  trip 
to  Sonef  I  Aispect  he  is  coming  back  via 
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Austriat  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  will 
hardly  be  in  before  the  end   of  this  week* 


Closing  i-eaarks  hold  out  possibility  of  a 
description  of  his  holiday  tour* 


MU^dh  Stm   Joseph,  Annonay,  Ardtehe 
Monday,  Itey  8,  1955. 

Dear  Moa,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Gb  coning  back  to  Ann<may  last  Friday  evening 
the  Superior  here  had  a  surprise  in  store  for 
us.  ^  anncmnced  a  trip  to  Geneva  in  Svits^r* 
land  for  the  we^cend*  %ving  some  business 
to  clear  up  there  he  invited  Father  Wally  Piatt 
and  me   to  accospany  hia  and  two  other  confreres 
in  the  coeasunity  car,  **la  fasdliale**,  as  they 
call  it;  so  off  we  all  w«it  Saturday  afternoon 
and  just  got  back  last  night.  Since  I*a  al- 
ready in  the  act  of  describing  the  Easter  tour 
I  can  scracely  deal  with  this  in  ouch  detail, 
but  suffice  it  to  say  that  with  lovely  sun- 
shine all  the  way  there  and  back  we  had  a 
delightful  outing,  and  saw  the  Alps  and  Lake 
Gfmeva  in  their  springtime  glory*  We  went  to 
Lausanne,  rounded  the  Ikake  and  had  hoped  to 
go  down  to  Hcnt  Blanc  and  Chwmnnly  but  the 
SfAaa  police  told  us  the  road  was  impaaeabla 
by  reason  of  recent  avalanches,  so  we  ted  to 
retrace  our  road  iK»iewhat  on  the  %ray  back* 
l^e  country  was  so  beautiful  all  aling,  how- 
ever, that  we  didn*t  adnd  seeing  part  of  it 
again*  Sunday  around  noon  we  had  our  lunch 
beside  the  road  high  up  in  the  soun tains,  lunch 
that  we  had  brc»ight  along  with  us,  part  of 
which  included  a  cold  roast  chick«i*  Tou  can 
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\itmt  a  gnund  picnic  it  was*  WmckH^ 
the  Am  IAS  streaodiig  doim  for  thc^ra  \mm 
flttov  within  ool^  a  few  feet  of  us  which  would 
have  chilled  the  ataosphare  otherwise*  Close 
to  the  spot  where  we  ate  was  a  little  streas 
e(f  water  roaring  downwards  froa  the  enow  to- 
weirds  the  valley  below*  It  was  the  coldest 
water  I*ve  ever  touched,  so  cold  I  could 
hardly  wa^  the  glasses  in  it  after  lunch 
and  alaost  too  icy  to  drink.  Being  equippad 
with  a  couple  of  bottles  of  ordinary  wine  wa 
didn*t  have  to  rely  on  it  for  beverage*  wine 
being  as  you  know  the  regular  drink  at  seals 
in  France*  Veil,  that  is  just  a  digressicut 
as  it  werOf  to  let  y(m  know  how  we  spent  the 
weekend.  The  two  days  absent  didn*t  help 
isuch  to%#ard  preparing  for  the  coaing  exaas, 
I  oust  adsitt  but  they  tau^t  tis  things  that 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  bo<^s  -  at  least 
that  is  what  I  usually  advance  as  argusent 
for  usch  excursions  t 

Expresses  the  hope  that  <dl  are  well  and  then 
the  aecount  of  holiday  in  Holland* 


Wednesday  Hay  l8,  1955* 

Dear  fkm^   Dad*  and  Kink, 

A^onowledges  letter.  Apologizes  for  missing 
lk>ther*8  Day  which  is  not  kept  in  France* 
CooB^fits  on  activity  on  the  fcura* 

Yesterday  the  schedule  was  posted  for  the 
final  eoBun,  that  horrible  list  that  always 
8«ids  a  shudder  throu^  every  student's 
spine*  It  has  coae  earlier  thie  year  with 
the  result  that  the  axaas  are  earlier*  I 
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have  <ae  next  Friday^  Hay  27f  and  another 
June  4th t  both  of  thea  four  hour  sessions 
as  last  year«  Father  telly  Piatt  has  his 
May  27  and  June  1»  So  you  can  laake  that  an 
int^nticm  in  your  Mass  that  day  or  those  days 
VKther*  The  oral  exaiss  will  be  soaetisie 
around  June  16» 

Closing  reaiazi^* 


Tuesday,  May  2^,  1955* 

Dear  Mont  Dad,  and  Kink, 

fioMrks  on  the  Queen's  Birthday  holiday  in 


Just  received  your  letter  this  momingt  Mon, 
and  in  it  the  sad  news  of  Father  KiUen's 
dea&«  Aa  hastening  to  return  the  Mas8-*card 
•8  you  viU  want  to  send  it  before  too  long* 
Tbaak  you  for  the  intenticni  1*11  get  saying 
the  mmsB   soon,  pezisaps  this  ve^*  Father 
KiUen  wlb   certainly  called  on  to  carry  a 
heavy  cross  for  a  nus^r  of  years  and  he  seems 
to  have  done  it  faithfully  and  willingly*  He 
vUl  long  reaain  dear  to  b^  si^Bory  as  I  thi^ 
his  kintess  and  x)atience  in  ehlping  ae  to 
Imam  how  to  m^rv^  Iteas  contributed  in  large 
part  to  ay  vocation  to  the  priesthood*  So  I 
have  a  debt  towards  hia  which  I  can  only  hope 
to  repay  by  praying  for  the  repose  of  his 
soul*  I*a  sure  the  Dorens  will  aiss  hia  very 
au^,  as  %rill  the  %diole  parish*  Perhaps  in 
your  next  letter,  tea,  you  could  send  ae  the 
naae  and  address  of  the  one  to  whoa  I  should 
write  a  word  of  condolence* 
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Tbm  tiJM  im  c^ortenlng  in  tetifsen  vm  mod   the 
wauBB  m>  ve  have  eut  out  oost  extras  save  the 
e8^»ntialo  and  are  ccme^titrating  on  texts  and 
notes  froa  Boming  till  ni^t.  Friday  Biom<- 
ing  viU  be  oar  first  session^  after  i^ich  ve 
viU  devote  Satiurday  to  receiving  Michael 
^^enkine  into  the  Church,  ^e  ±b  cooing  down 
to  Anncmay  vdth  us  to  be  there  for  Pentecost* 
and  then  viU  head  back  for  iAgland  since  his 
teeching  period  is  nov  up*  Father  Leo  K1«b 
is  also  cooing  down  from  Paris  this  Friday  to 
spend  a  few  days  at  Annonay  before  going  back 
to  Toronto*  ^  wants  to  be  there  especially 
for  the  l^th  of  June  (feast  of  St*  Basil)  when 
the  French  Easilians  will  take  the  saoe  cas-» 
aock  as  ours*  Up  to  now  they  have  worn  the 
regular  diocesan  soutane*  1!he  Ratter  of 
their  official  re-union  with  us  is  still 
being  discussed  at  H<»ie,  but  word  of  approval 
should  be  cooing  throu^  soon* 

Closing  reoarks* 


Anncnay  (Ard^lche)  Monday «  June  6,  1955* 

Dear  Moo«  Dad*  and  Kink^ 

Acknowledges  letters*  Aides  that  aeil  be  s«rit 
only  to  Annonay,  and  not  to  I^fons* 

Well  Saturday  came  and  veat  with  the  exao  I 
was  oore  or  less  dreading*  It  went  off  not 
too  badlyi  at  least  I  have  hopdes  for  a 
favourable  result,  thoti^  on  checking  up  on 
a  few  things  after  getting  hc^e  I  discovejred 
a  few  blunders  that  may  decide  the  issue  un- 
favourably. However,  "quod  s^ripsi,  scripsi** 
and  we  can  only  a%Ait  the  results  now  on 
June  1^*  In  the  zseantioe  Father  Wally  Piatt 
and  I  are  preparing  for  the  orals  which  take 
place  June  16  and  after* 
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CoMMBts  on  voather  and  farsdng  in  Frances 

Father  ^%o  Qm  is  still  id.th  us  and  seens  to 
be  finding  the  quiet  life  at  Annonay  a  pj.eas- 
ant  change  froia  the  htistle  sa^d  noise  of  ^aris* 
^  %dll  be  here  until  the  17th  of  Jime. 

eliding  reiaazks. 

«  #  « 

Annonajt  ^^^^odb  6*  1955* 

Dear  Most 

Just  a  note  to  send  jou  this  list  of  signifie-* 
ant  dates  and  ask  you  to  fill  in  the  sore 
rse^Qt  Qciss*  X  never  seem  to  have  it  handy 
to  add  to  it  i^en  news  of  bir^ts  or  deaths 
reach  oe*  So  pezimps  ycu  c^ild  bring  it  up 
to  date  and  send  it  bade.  It  is  particularly 
handy  for  marking  particular  days  in  m^   "Qrdo** 
«»  the  little  calendar  booklet  that  gives  us 
daily  inforsaticQ  for  the  Mass  and  Breviary* 
In  that  vay  I  can  keep  you  all  in  the  official 
prayers  of  the  Church*  ^Thanks  in  advance » 
lk»|  hi^  it  will  not  cost  you  too  ouch  tiae* 


I^cm,  Friday  Jtine  17.  Feast  of  Sacred  ^Wrt* 

D^mr  Kcoit  Dad,  and  Kink« 

Apologis&es  for  delay  in  sending  letter. 
A(daiovledges  receipt  of  letter  %rith  family 


Veil  the  mxaam  are  eOOL   finished  now,  and  more 
or  less  sii^cessfuUy*  I  missed  out  on  the 
June  k  session  i^iich  will  prev^it  ae  from 
reesiving  tte  degree  %diich  I  was  hoping  to 
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rm^dyrm  this  sammr.    Sowev^rt  I  ^lall  trj 
it  again  in  th«  FaU,  Mnetime  iB  Octobert 
and  hc^pe  it  will  go  better  then*  'Qie  other 
written  «caa,  June  1,  was  a  soeee^t  as  weU 
as  the  orals  t^iat  followed*  So  I  delist  feel 
too  badly  abcut  the  yearns  work*  If  it  could 
have  been  better,  it  ccmld  also  halrar  ba«i 
ouch  %forse* 

So  far  Father  Vally  Piatt  has  been  saccesaful 
on  all  his  exaas*  He  has  two  more  orals  this 
looming  but  we  feel  fairly  confid«it  that  he 
win  ccHae  oat  of  then  in  good  ^laj^e*  Beginn« 
ing  tooorrow  we*re  both  going  to  f^ut  up  the 
books  for  a  while  and  get  out  of  doors  for 
mme  physical  exercise  that  has  been  postponed 
during  the  past  few  meAm* 

Sends  greetings  to  Sister  Mary  Agnes* 

Father  Leo  Klem  is  going  back  to  Paris  today 
mid   thence  to  ^  Havre  next  Monday  where  he 
will  take  the  boat  hc»Be  to  New  York*  I  ao 
sending  a  little  itea  with  hin  for  Dad  i^iich 
aay  take  s^xne  time   to  arrive  bat  idiich  will 
be  worth  vtdXe  ^tai  it  does  (unless  he  has 
tslMm  the  pledge  since  I  leftl) 

^ort  account  of  x^cing  car  accident* 


Maison  Saint^Joseidi*  Anncmay 
(ArdS<^e),  Friday,  June  24,  1955* 

Dear  Moa,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

0|)«Eiing  remarks  acknowledge  letter* 

At  the  aonent  we  Imve  >^ther  Hugh  Mallon  with 
yon  aay  rea^Esber  aa  being  f  oraer 
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director  of  the  hodcej  tean  at  St*  Michael^ 8* 
I  believe  he  is  also  a  cousin  of  Joe  Iterphj* 
He  has  cooe  to  Europe  for  a  muae^r  of  travel 
and  study,  probably  fsore  of  the  one  than  the 
other;  and  case  doim  from  Paris  yesterday*  fie 
will  be  with  us  for  about  a  week*  We  also 
have  Father  HobertQrocker  herot  up  froD  Rose* 
He  ±8  another  Basilian  \Aio  has  be^i  studying 
Canon  Law  this  past  year  in  H<»ie  and  %rill 
likely  be  there  for  another  two  years*  He 
was  ordained  in  19?3t  ^t  in  Texas,  his  hoae* 
land*  So  you  nay  not  renember  having  seen  his 
nase  €»r  picture*  He  will  be  staying  for  about 
a  BORth  in  the  hope  of  picking  up  a  better 
knowledge  of  Fr«ach  while  getting  to  know  the 
Basilians  here*  Ve  are  also  entertaining  a 
young  law  student  from  the  University  of  I^ons, 
Jeaa«Luc  Petiot  fros  near  Grenoble*  Father 
Mally  Piatt  laade  his  acquaintance  during  the 
year  and  invited  him  down  for  a  few  days  after 
the  exams*  He  is  a  brilliant  ycnmg  chap  (20 
years  old}  but  going  through  a  bit  of  a  crisis 
at  the  moment,  re  his  future,  his  religion  and 
society  in  general;  so  we  are  trying  to  do 
%d2at  we  can  for  him  in  the  way  of  advice  and 
fraternal  affection*  lau   could  put  him  in 
your  prayurs  at  Utma   that  he  %fill  turn  (mt 
alri^t* 

Paragraph  on  visit  of  family  to  Harysville* 

You  were  asking  about  idiat  type  of  %fork  lies 
ahead  now  that  the  graduate  studies  are  over* 
flnfortunately  I  haven*  t  quite  finished  the 
graduate  work*  Having  missed  out  on  one  sub- 
ject I'll  have  to  finish  it  off  either  this 
coming  October  or  n^ct  June*  I'm  a  bit  undo* 
cided  yet  whether  to  take  the  exam  again  in 
the  Fall  or  %adt  until  next  Spring*  It  d^>e&ds 
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a  Ut  en  i^ether  they  will  nmed  we   to  start 
teaching  here  at  the  College  wh^i  elai^ea  re«» 
Cfpexi   in  SepteiBber*  In  any  case  I  irlll  likely 
be  doing  8<»Be  teaching  sooner  or  later*  teaeb- 
ii^  ^gliiih  to  the  Ft*ench  kids*  and  perhaps 
mom  Spanish  too«  I  intend  to  reriew  ay 
Toronto  coojraes  in  Spanish  and  bro^  np  on 
SOBS  graanar  just  in  ease  the  assigBa»&t  cooes* 
At  the  Bosent  there  is  no  cme  here  at  the  Col- 
lege who  knows  any  Spanii^*  that  is*  aacng  the 
Bftsilians*  For  a  Cansdisn  of  the  ^glish  Ian-* 
guage  to  teach  Spanish  to  Fr^ich  pupils  somis 
like  a  strange  sort  of  foreign  policy  for  all 
concezned;  but  the  0K>8t  logical  is  not  always 
the  Bost  likely* 

Mext  Saturday,  that  is  July  2,  I  shall  be 
changing  mj  address  for  a  few  weeks,  so  you 
can  write  to  ne  at  Villa  Saint-^^trice,  Saint* 
Alban«sous-Saap208it  Arddche,  France*  The  Bas- 
Hians  have  a  sort  of  r^tt  house  down  there 
where  they  go  dtiring  the  holidays*  It*s  to  the 
south  of  Annonii^t  about  100  miles  froo  the 
Ifediterranean  Sea*  ^e  Tillage  itself  nuabers 
about  500  inhabitatns,  so  we  i^ould  be  %iell 
reaoved  froa  the  noise  and  rush  of  big-city 
life  such  as  cue  endures  in  Ly<m  or  Paris* 
Bit  I  ^lall  tell  you  sore  alKmt  the  country 
down  there  later* 

Clewing  res&rks  about  weather  in  the  Arddche* 


Ifaiscn  Saint-Joseph,  Annonay,  Ard^he 
Saturday,  July  2,  1955« 

Dear  Moa,  J>md^  and  Kink, 

This  iriU  likely  be  the  l«u5t  letter  froffi  Annonay 
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for  a  i&ile  as  ym  plan  to  paek  ^  a  f av  thin^ 
and  go  down  to  Saint^^Alban  ■aoM^gaapaon  tosor^ 
rov  afternoon*  Ve  %rJLll  be  there  until  at  least 
the  end  of  July,  and  perl^^pa  August  too^  depend* 
on  the  Superior*  I  have  ai^teed  his  for  pen9is«> 
sicm  to  do  a  tour  through  Geremnj  and  D^uHurk 
in  Attgustt  tat  if  he  thinks  a  longer  stay  in 
southern  France  would  be  a^re  profitable  1*11 
be  at  Saint-'Alban  for  most  of  i^e  suomer*  In 
any  case  you  can  take  that  as  the  new  sailing 
address  for  the  pjresent* 

School  finished  up  here  this  aoming  with  a 
closing  exercise  in  which  the  oazics  were  an« 
ttOttnced  and  prLsea  distributed*  Around  ten 
o^elodc  the  kids  were  let  loose  and  they  sure 
didn^t  take  long  to  dear  out  this  way  and 
tiiat.  For  thdLs  past  week  or  so  they  have  biMB 
getting  aore  and  acare  wozked  up  as  the  wara 
weather  oade  th^e  think  of  hikes  and  awiaaing 
ete«t  rather  than  textbooks  and  axaasi  so  ^lat 
today  they  blew  the  lid  and  aeattered  to  ^e 
four  winds*  Soae  of  thea  idio  are  in  the  Junior-' 
ate  mad  who  will  be  going  to  the  Seal  nary  later 
atBj^d  long  enou^  to  shake  h^tinds  with  all  the 
priests  and  say  goodbye »  but  the  others  dis* 
appasredi  ia  a  cloud  of  dust*  Ckm  can  hardly 
blsae  ^lea  •  in  a  studdy  claasro<»  ia  this 
auaaer  veather  is  not  particularly  exciting* 
Meat  of  thea  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
i^Mmdiag  soae  tisMi  in  a  suaa^r  caap  at  the  aea 
or  in  the  sKSun tains  during  the  holidays*  Both 
the  schools  and  the  parishes  organize  caaps 
for  school  kids  on  a  aaich  larger  scale  than 
is  done  in  Canada*  Perhaps  short  distances 
have  something  to  do  wit^  it*  although  Ontario 
with  its  innumerable  lakes  pro^des  just  aa 
possibilities  * 


July  8,  1955  V» 


CoHBents  cm  peaches  grvon  in  Axaicsaaj. 

Mm  wmrm  expecting  a  letter  to  arrive  today 
containing  all  the  Basil  ian  appointsenta  for 
the  ceasing  year^  but  it  didn*t  show  up*  Tbm 
lists  vere  posted  this  j^srning,  I  believe « 
in  Toronto  -  ptxhacpm  Msgr*  McAuley  was  there 
for  it*  He  often  likes  to  be  <si  hand  idien 
they  appear*  4iere  likely  woo^t  be  any 
change  for  Father  Vally  Piatt  or  me,  but  a 
fair  nuB^r  of  ccaifreres  will  be  shifted 
around,  and  it's  always  interesting  to 
idiej^  they  are  placed* 

Hopes  Sifter  has  a  pleasant  holiday  and 
closing  reaarks* 


Villa  Saint-»Pa trice.  Saint  Alban-»80us«Sasp2cn 
(Ard^che)t  Friday,  July  8,  1955» 

Dear  lfi».  Dad,  and  Kink, 

A^mowledges  letter  fro»  hone  a»i  ccMnents 
en  good  sail  delivery* 

Well  here  we  are  in  one  of  the  quietest  little 
comers  you  could  find  anywhere  in  France* 
St*  Albim  is  a  village  of  about  500  inhabit* 
ants  moat   of  %^oa  are  famez%  and  fruit<*grower8 
idio  c«in  property  in  the  surrounding  area*  It 
is  south  and  a  little  bit  west  of  Anncmay  at 
about  115  silea  distance*  The  Mediterranean 
Sea  is  to  the  south  of  us  about  the  sase  dis- 
tance again,  so  you  see  we^re  s<Hse  little  way 
froK  the  C5te  d*Azur,  the  asure  coastline 
that  we  visited  Christmas  time* 

The  village  is  built  in  a  valley  thjpou^ 
iddLch  runs  a  little  river  called  the  Chasot{ 
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i^taally  it*s  csilj  a  creek  Imt  an^hing  that 
nais  orar  here  s^ewB   to  aerit  the  title  of 
river*  It  in  turn  M^ties  into  the  Ard^^e 
RiY^r^  a  naae  idLth  which  ycu  are  fasdlxar* 
On  either  side  of  the  valle^r  rocky  hiUe 
stretch  up  and  roll  off  into  the  distance 
B&king  tranaportaticHi  difficult  and  eultiv* 
ation  alsost  inposaiblet  thcmgh  herds  of 
goats  «M»ea  to  be  able  to  sate  theri  vay 
aroimd  and  oHoage  to  ^e  oat  an  existence* 
We  are  very  grateful  to  thest  <^  *  aatter  of 
fact*  for  they  supply  us  with  delici<»is  cot- 
tage cheese  known  in  this  part  of  the  country 
as  **la  toae  de  chivre"* 

Since  there  is  no  dearth  of  rock  around  all 
the  houses  are  built  of  chipped  atone*     Ifost 
of  thea  are  very  old*  even  centuries  old, 
but  now  and  aigain  a  lovely  new  one  can  be 
found,  giving  witness  to  a  pirosperous  fruit 
buainesst  no  doubt,  -^e  streets  are  all 
dsest  ^^^^>  about  12*  wide  down  to  2*  or  3** 
The  one  that  leads  into  our  house  just  lets 
the  car  pass  throu^  and  no  more*  I  don*t 
believe  an  ordinary  American  or  Canadian  ear 
would  be  able  to  make  it* 

fhe  house  we*re  living  in.  Villa  Sa±eit-I%triee, 
once  belon^d  to  a  silk  oerchant*   e  used 


several  rooos  in  it  for  raising  silk  worse, 
and  sose  vestiges  of  his  industry  are  still 
trlaible,  such  as  the  racks  for  the  trays  aond 
saall  open  fireplaces  for  heating  the  rooos* 
At  present  there  are  s<»e  awsons  and  carpwiters 
working  at  making  these  quarters  habitable* 
When  it  is  all  fixed  up  it  will  be  able  to 
house  30  or  ^  people,  though  it  won*t  be  for 
sone  tise  yet  that  iVance  will  have  that  aany 
Basil ians*  It  has  three  storeys,  t%fo  end  wings. 
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and  a  lovely  big  veraadah  in  front  on  tto 

lATal  as  the  seeo&d  floor*  ^cmghly  the 

but  you  %rill 
of  it  when  I 
^OW8  it* 

There  are  soam  grmmia  around  it  irith  f lover 
beds  and  la%i&  idiere  ve  do  a  bit  of  work  in 
the  morning  before  the  sun  gets  too  hot* 


fliiape  of  it  is  thus 
get  a  better  idea 
send  a  postcard 


During  the  heat  of  the  day  we  stay  inside 
where  the  tea^ratore  is  noticeably  cooler 
thanks  to  the  thidc  walls  t  cu^d  the  heavy 
shatters  pat  an   for  that  very  purpo^*  And 
thanks  to  a  big  Frtgidaire  ^ich  stands  in 
the  dining  rooa  we  have  delicious  cool  wine 
at  seal  tiae*  So  you  see  there  are  sore  ways 
than  one  of  getting  around  a  hot  sun*  So  far 
in  the  afternoons  we  have  been  going  down  to 
the  Ard^che  River  for  a  swiss  which  kelps  also 
to  counteract  the  heat* 

At  presoit  there  are  eight  Basilians  here, 
three  f r<»i  Annonay  or  rather  five  since  Father 
Vally  Piatt  and  I  are  also  fross  there «  and 
three  f»Mi  "^omt.     Since  a  couple  of  the  Can-*^ 
adians  froa  fioae  speak  very  little  French  we 
have  quite  a  tiae  switching  from  <me   tongue 
to  the  o^er  in  an  attezspt  to  sake  everyone 
understood*  But  tluit*8  good  practice  for  us 
who  will  likely  soon  be  teaching  Ikiglish  to 
Trench   stud^its* 

Closing  remarks* 


1  ^f^' 


>^j^--  "^  ;aX5  .^*i^ 
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VillA  St.  Patrice^  St.  Alban-HsmLS-^Sampzoat 
Ard»che,  Friday,  July  15»  1955- 

Dmt  Mob,  Dad^  and  Kink, 

Ihanks  for  letter  and  news* 

7eu  asked  about  Father  Leo  ides.  Ha  should 
be  back  in  Toronto  by  now^  unless  he  decided 
to  spend  a  ve^  or  so  at  his  parents*  hose 
in  Hochester.  As  far  as  I  know  he  will  be 
at  St.  Michael^s  College  for  the  rest  of  the 
SMMiiii  ,  I  wrote  Greg  last  nig^it  asking  hia 
to  call  by  at  the  College  the  next  tiae  he 
is  ^ing  through  Toronto,  Lindsay-*boundt  and 
pi^  up  the  paurcel  Father  Klea  is  sirpposed  to 
haire  for  Dad.  It  should  eventually  reaeh  its 
destines. 

With  regard  to  next  year*s  appointments « 
Father  Wally  Piatt  and  I  were  assigned  again 
to  **Qraduate  Studies*' t  so  there  is  no  ehangs 
for  us.  Ve^U  be  living  at  Anncmay  and  fol«* 
lowing  courses  at  the  University  of  I^rons  as 
last  year*  At  least  I  suppose  that  is  how  it 
will  work  out. 

Father  Terry  Forestell  is  here  at  St.  Albaa 
now.  loa  would  rea^iber  his  froo  last  suaner. 
He  Ims   just  f inii^^^d  another  year  of  biblical 
studies  at  H<»m«  and  will  be  spending  the 
i^ole  coming  year  in  Jerusales  and  its  sur- 
rounding countryside.  It  is  part  of  hdLs  train- 
ing as  a  professor  of  Sacred  Scripture  to  be-> 
cone  thoroughly  familiar  %rith  the  Holy  Land. 
Ifeifortimately  the  Jew-Arab  controversies  in 
lousiest  in  don't  facilitate  travelling  over 
there.  He  and  I  are  leaving  St.  All^tn  July 
25  to  go  on  a  trip  over  to  Brittany,  the 
northwest  part  of  France.  We  will  go  throu^ 
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tanmmdy  on  thm  ingr  ba^  to  Paris^  and  th«i 
Ctt  to  AlBttce  whoro  m  viU  spend  a  few  da^ 
at  Stxmsboorg*  Terry  is  stajing  there  for  a 
aoath  to  brash  up  on  his  Qeraan*  I  aa  going 
into  Geraany  and  up  to  DenM^cr  and  th^a  ci^^ir 
to  Lond<m  for  a  week  f ora  vhich  point  I  will 
go  back  to  Franco  and  to  Annonay*  The  whole 
trip  will  take  a  sonth  «  July  25   to  August 
31,  well«  a  little  sore  than  a  mcmth  actually* 
Father  Louis  Bondy,  our  new  director  of  studies  t 
has  given  us  both  the  peraissicm  and  the 
necessary  funds  to  do  it,  so  we  have  him  to 
thank  for  this  new  opx>ortunity«  %ey  like  ua 
to  (Gwe  BB  sach  of  the  country  as  possible, 
and  particularly  the  cities  with  their  centres 
of  art,  etc«,  so  we  don*t  oake  any  objections, 
as  you  can  issagine*  1*11  be  sending  you  a 
eaurd  frcan  here  and  there  during  that  interval, 
but  can't  proisise  that  ny  letters  will  be  too 
regular*  Should  you  wish  to  contact  me   you 
can  write  to  the  following  address:  Foyer  de 
l*£tudiant  Catholique,  1?  Place  St*  JStienne, 
Strasbourg,  Bas  Hhin*  1*11  be  there  on 
August  10,  and  probably  for  a  day  or  two  after* 
Pex^iaps  in   the  next  letter  1*11  be  able  to 
give  you  an  address  in  l/md<m  where  I  hope  to 
be  around  August  22  or  23#  After  that  date, 
Amionay  would  probably  be  the  best  bat  for  I 
hope  to  return  there  August  31  or  Septeaber  1* 

Coaaent  on  heat  and  gardening  at  St*  Albany 
then  closing  rmsaxics* 


Villa  St*  Patrice,  St*  Albans  sous 
(Ardiche)  July  23,  1955* 

Daar  Itoa,  Dad,  and  Kink, 


JWy  23t  1955  1^ 

<^>esi|j|g  rmmxkB  eov«r  forthcoaiiig  tour* 

of  our  ccaifreres  have  l«ft  St»  Alban  for 
place  or  another*  Father  Wally  Piatt  has 
gene  up  to  Nancy  for  a  veek  of  Social  Studies^ 
and  Father  Hichael  Sheehan  has  left  for  Paris 
and  later  l^igland  where  h9  vill  be  doing 
paridi  work  for  the  rest  of  the  suisDer*  Ihree 
■ore  of  us  vill  be  pulling  out  Monday  Boming, 
bat  there  likely  will  be  a  fev  cosing  from 
here  and  there  to  replace  us*  Father  Charles 
^^ooaet  the  ^perior,  is  the  only  real  stable 
el^B^its  he  %dLll  be  here  imtil  the  closing 
date*  Being  a  suaner  house,  howeTer,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  there  should  be  a  fair 
attoont  of  coadng  and  going*  It*s  the  sase  at 
Strairberry  Island  in  Lake  Sisicoe* 

Yesterday  we  weat  out  for  a  drive  to  the  little 
cinirch  of  St*  Basil,  near  Laaastre,  where  our 
Ckxamnity  had  its  birth  ba^  in  the  l8th  cen<* 
tury*  It  is  about  100  niles  frois  where  we  are 
here^  and  since  ouch  of  the  road  is  through 
the  BMilmtains  we  did  a  lot  of  twisting  and 
turning  before  we  got  there  and  got  bake* 
There  are  actually  some  curves,  or  better 
hair-pin  turns,  that  surpass  l80  degrees*  It 
is  very  lovely  country  though,  which  compen- 
sates for  the  soaeiAiat  tiring  trip,  though  I 
nost  adait  I  didto*t  appreciate  spending  nost 
of  the  ni^t  turning  the  wheel  of  the  car  this 
way  and  that  (having  done  laost  of  the  driving 
during  the  day}* 

Description  of  harvesting  on  farm  next  door* 
Closing  remarks* 


St*  Albans  soua  Sanrpson,  Ardfeh« 
Saturday  eveningt  July  25f  1955* 

Dmut  Kij^t 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  letter* 

I  h<^pe  Father  Hubert  Couf^ilin  has  answered 
yout  and  that  there  will  be  no  complicatic^iSt 
for  you  have  had  pl«ity  of  headaches  already  g 
eh?  i^on  t  be  suri^rised  however  if  either 
Father  V«L«  Kennedy  or  Father  L«J.  B<»idy  ans* 
wer«  because  Father  Cou^xlin  was  changed  in 
the  July  naoLnations.  He  is  no  longer  super^ 
ior  of  the  Curia  nor  director  of  students 
abroad*  Howerert  I  don^t  think  that  %fill 
affect  the  placing  of  the  aoney;  and  should 
a  questi(si  ccH&e  into  your  mind  don^t  hesitate 
to  drop  ffie  a  note. 

Obserbatiims  on  weather  in  Canada*  Wishes 
her  an  enjoyable  holiday  in  Adircndacks* 
ViU  leave  Monday  on  a  five  week  trip* 

*^^m^  ^    ^    ^ 

1  rue  Jean  Dolent^  Paris  Ik 
August  8t  1955* 

Dear  ilQ«|  Bad,  and  Kink, 

Outlines  suaiaer  trip  to  date*  Has  been  to 
Brittany  and  is  spending  a  couple  of  days  in 
Paris  with  the  Eudists  before  going  to  Stras* 
bourg*  Is  anxious  for  news  and  looks  for  a 
letter  at  Strasbourg* 


Copenhagen,  Thurc^ay,  August  18,  1955 
Dear  }k»i«  Dad  and  Kii^, 


August  18,  1955  1^ 

Aecount  of  trip  through  Goraanyy  Frankfort  t 
Haffiburg  mid  than  to  DaoMkr*  Is  apaatding 
thrae  days  in  Copanbagm*  Danish  faroa  ara 
mm,t  as  a  pin*  Will  go  on  to  S%f»dan* 


76  Albaraarle  Road 
BadcMahan,  Kent,  Kbgland, 
August  29,  1955» 

Daar  Mott,  Dad,  aid  Kink, 

Sas  arrivad  in  London  and  sant  by  ordinary 
aail  an  account  of  his  travals  throu^ 
Btrndmi  and  Korvay*  Arrirad  in  Haveastla, 
England  on  Fjriday  momizig  and  was  in  London 
hy^  5:00  p«ii«  Should  ba  in  Annonay  by 
S^taaibar  3« 


Father  Piatt  and  Father  Bugji  Ifedlon  are 
i^ere  in  Ireland  at  the  mo^mt*  I  hoped  to 
see  then  before  leaving  Londc»i,  but  they 
von^t  ba  back  until  September  1  or  2,  Just 
right  for  us  to  miss  out«  However  Father 
Piatt  %rill  be  bsick  at  Annonay  for   the  retreat, 
beginning  Septasber  22^   so  we*  11  ccsspare 
diaries  and  travelogues  then* 

Tisited  Canada  House*  Found  people  in  the 
Scandinavian  coim tries  cc^ild  i^>eak  £*nglish« 
Closing  raaarks* 


Villa  Saint  ^atriea.  Saint  Alban  sous  Saspson 
Ard^che*  Tuesday,  September  6,  1955 ♦ 

Dear  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Veil,  here  we  are  back  at  the  staurting  point 
from  which  we  left  July  25 1  having  covered 
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0OMe  39OOO  or  iiK>re  iiilefl  mad  kaving  seen  a 
<^aatity  of  things  as  jqkl  en  iiaagino.  It 
Is  good  to  be  back  and  repose  a  little  after 
several  successive  weeks  of  going  here  and 
there,  but  the  ex^)erience  gained  is  priceless  t 
and  if  given  the  choice  I  would  likely  do  the 
ease  trip  agsdn*  Frocs  now  until  the  21  of 
September  I  will  be  here  at  the  above  BMrem$ 
working  in  preparation  for  an  exaa  that  I 
hope  to  pass  in  October*  At  the  mcfsnent   I 
can*t  give  you  the  exact  date  because  nothing 
official  has  been  posted  at  the  University 
yet,  but  I  would  r^osBsend  the  intention  to 
your  good  prayers  in  the  meontine,  and  will 
let  you  know  exactly  later  <^«  Most  of  the 
ccmfreres  are  here  now  rather  than  at  Annonayt 
so  I  decided  to  spand  the  rest  of  the  suzaser 
here  with  the  ccsBBsmity*  We'll  be  going  bade 
to  Annonay  together  on  the  21st «  Father  Wally 
Piatt  is  still  in  lb;  land,  at  London  staying 
with  the  sazoe  fandly,  the  Loescher*s,  where 
I  stayed*  ^e  %rill  likely  c<»ie  back  to  France 
about  the  sane  date  as  we  leave  here* 


^^aaks  for  letter  and  the  Mass  int^iticms* 
news* 


The  priests  here  are  looking  forward  to  a 
viedt  froa  the  Superior  General,  Father 
Qeorge  Flahiff ,  froB  Torcmto*  He  is  due  to 
arrive  the  Z8  of  this  «»th  and  preside  at 
the  taking  of  vows  and  of  the  habit*  The 
Basilians  of  FraiK^e  are  not  yet  officially 
Basil ians  such  as  %re  are  in  Canada  and  Aoerica. 
]^t  <m  the  29  of  September,  a  significant  date 
for  you  and  Dad,  they  %fill  take  the  tows  and 
adopt  our  s^itane,  rule  and  cimstitutions* 
^%at  will  sake  them  full  fledged  Members  and 


September  13,  1955  1^ 

Annonay  will  becoiw  another  hooaa  of  tho  Con* 
gregaticm  with  caii<mical  recognition*  Itetnr- 
ally  there  are  BJ&ny  things  to  be  woAed  out, 
and  Father  Flahiff  %#ill  have  to  answer  a  lot 
of  questic^iSy  but  his  visit  will  do  imtold 
good  towards  cec^nting  the  recent  imicm  of 
the  two  eossminities* 

Closing  reiaarks. 


?illa  St«  ^atrice^  St«  Alban^^ous^-Sarapzcsit 
Arddehei  Taesday,  Septeaber  13t  1955* 

Dwur  Moftt  ^<^f  A2id  BK, 

Opesting  reoarks  contain  news  of  weather  in 
France  •  Aclcnowledges  letter  froa  Greg# 

TOEBorrow  we  are  all  going  over  to  a  nei^bor-* 
ing  village  where  there  is  an  iiamense  Way  of 
the  Cross  outside.  The  twelfth  station  has 
an  altar  at  its  base,  soaething  like  at  the 
Wtittjra*   Shrine  in  Midland^  sad  I  aso  to  sing 
a  Hi^  Mass  there  at  10:30*  It  is  a  place 
of  pilgrioage  for  feasts  of  Oar  Lord*s  Pas- 
sion and  especially  toiaorrow,  the  Exaltation* 
^e  Mass  %rill  be  outside  if  the  weather  is 
good,  in  the  church  nearby  if  not«  I  will 
offer  it  for  you,  lUm  and  Dad,  for  your  an«» 
niversary  at  the  end  of  this  month. 

Vo2^  on  his  studies  is  proceeding. 

It  came   over  the  news  here  one   day  that 
Toronto  had  refused  to  receive  the  Russian 
delegation  of  agriculturalists,  and  the  the 
Ibiited  States,  whose  official  gaests  they  «mre, 
feared  possible  dipl<Haatice  conmlications. 
Vas  that  the  case?  If  yc»i  could  find  an 
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article  on  the  aatt«r  I  should  be  glad  to 
read  about  it*  The  priect&  I  talked  vith 
abmit  it  wer«  quite  elated  at  Toronto  •©  Btand; 
bat  I  voold  like  to  know  a  few  more  prrtioulars 
before  diaeuseittg  the  topic* 

Qood  crop  of  grapes  in  the  district* 

•  f     ♦ 

September  15t  1955» 

Dear  Sad^ 

Mknowledges  letters  and  gift  of  $2*00 

At  present  I  am  working  in  preparation  for 
an  ezao  that  is  coming  ap  some  time  in  Ck^tober* 
1*11  hardly  know  until  it  is  over  Just  what 
the  work  will  be  for  this  coming  year;  more 
than  likely  it  will  be  a  continuation  of  aiy 
studies  in  Modem  Languages «  though* 

Keact  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  we  a^JLl  be  going 
back  to  Ann^iay*  This  place  will  be  closed 
up  here  until  our  next  Tisit,  probably  Christ- 
time* 


Closing  remaxks* 


Haison  St*  Josepht  Annonay  (Ardtehe) 
September  2k^   1955* 

Dear  Hoa^  Dad^  and  H*M* 

Apologizes  for  sending  letter  later  than 
usual*  News  from  home* 

Our  Superi<»*  Genezal^  Father  George  Flahiff « 
arrived  in  Paris  yesterday,  and  will  likely 
be  cooing  down  to  Annonay  the  first  of  next 
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S«  bas  coae  orer  froa  Toronto  to  regul*» 
ate  a  nuoiber  of  affairs  that  arise  out  of  the 
reuni(m  of  the  two  Baeiliaa  Goasunities*  The 
confreres  here  are  anxiously  a%iaiting  his 
Tisit*  At  the  ttoaeat  they  are  all  on  retreat* 
I  say  "they*'t  excluding  ayself  because  Fatheir 
Dick  Donovan  and  I  made   our  retreat  at  S&ster 
tiae  •  Holy  Week  in  the  Benedictine  Abbey  of 
Maredsoust  in  Belgiua*  %e  retreataastert 
Cancsi  Bochigneux  of  the  Foyer  at  lycm  is  so 
good*  hovevert  th&t  I  aanage  to  attend  his 
conferences  just  the 


fhe  studies  are  going  on  apace  t  not  without 
an  interruption  nov  and  then,  thou^,  1  aost 
ccmfess*  ^e  University  %dll  send  out  the 
Convocati<»i  letter  soaetine  in  early  October 
letting  us  know  the  date  of  the  exaa*  More 
th«i  likely  it  will  be  around  October  20,  but 
1*11  let  you  know  definitely  later* 


Mftison  St.  J(»eph,  Annonay, 
Friday,  September  30,  1955 

Dear  Itoa,  I^d,  and  ^, 

Acknowledges  letter  froa  hoae  with  news  of 
Russian  **incident**  in  Tor<mto. 

Everyone  is  fine  here*  The  He  treat  is  o^er 
now  and  we  have  Father  George  Flahiff  with 
us  for  a  few  days*  He  presided  at  a  touching 
and  historical,  cereacaiy  yesterday  idien  the 
French  confreres  officially  becaae  Basilians 
the  saae  as  in  America*  There  viU  be  hence* 
forth  just  the  one  big  family  of  Basilians, 
just  one  coaounity  instead  of  two  as  has  been 
the  case  since  1922*  Father  ^lahiff  read  the 
decree  tram  Boae  which  declared  the  reuxiion  a 
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fact  and  ttmo.  Muie  a  iiCDderful  speech^  or 
better  t  ^^e  a  apleadid  short  sermon  on  the 
slgnlficanee  of  the  act  for  all  concerned* 
He  then  received  the  Vows  of  six  of  the  new 
Basilians  (the  other  five  are  free  to  take 
th«B  or  not  -  for  the  time  being  they  are 
going  to  r^ndn  as  they  were)  and  finally 
made  the  appointrnwats  for  the  coming  year* 
Father  Charles  Ho«QBe  was  made  Superior  and 
giren  two  councillors,  one  of  whom  im  Father 
Hally  Piatt*  We  feel  happy  about  that  be«> 
cause  he  idJLl  be  able  to  give  any  '^overseas** 
point  of  view  that  may  need  to  be  giT«i  at 
the  council  meeting*  After  the  eeremaiy 
we  had  a  photgrapher  take  a  few  pictures  of 
the  grmip*  It  will  be  interacting  to  see 
how  they  turn  out*  H«  chose  a  spot  outside 
at  the  comer  of  a  building  where  it  was  so 
ifindy  lie  could  hardly  stand  still*  The  pic«» 
ture  will  be  published  in  the  Baailian  Annals 
this  Norea^r  probably*  Once  that  ordeal  ytwm 
over  we  went  to  the  refectory  for  what  the 
^perior  called  **an  repas  fratemel"*  It 
turned  out  to  be  quite  a  banquet  with  several 
entr^s  and  tappings*off  on  either  side  of 
the  main  course ,  accompanied  by  appr<^riate 
vinest  of  course*  So  you  see  we  fSted  St* 
Michael*s  Day  in  a  fitting  %my* 

Today  the  Superior  Ooieral  and  Father  Charles 
^kmme  are  down  at  Viviers  paying  a  visit  to 
the  Bishop  and  dining  %d.th  him  at  the  same 
time*  lliey  will  have  many  important  <;piestion8 
to  talk  cf^^r  and  will  more  than  likely  make 
some  weii^ty  decisions,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  College  here  at  Annonay,  College 
Saer^-Coeur*  C^ce  back  Father  Flahiff  will 
likely  spend  the  rest  of  his  stay  interviewing 
dif f «r«Eit  confreres  and  visiting  about  the 
property*  He  will  be  going  on  to  Home  probably 
next  ^ursday* 
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Am  yt  BO  definite  date  for  the  eaceuit  but 
the  vord  will  becood&g  along  any  one  of  these 
dmjB0    Za  the  aeaatiae  the  studiee  are  catch* 
izig,  th^ig^  not  in  excess*  They  had  a  couple 
of  days  rest  whdLle  I  chaper<med  Father  Flahif  f 
around  to  seme  of  the  places  of  interest  in 
the  surr<Kanding  countryside  #  fhere  are 
ser^ral  centres  idiere  the  Basil  ians  used  to 
haTe  hcHises  or  »:hools  inArddche  that  were 
tak^i  avay  from  th«&  in  1903  at  the  tiae  of 
the  Separation  of  CImreh  and  State  in  France* 

Closing  reaazics  about  Fall  colors  in  Cana^ia* 


Annccay,  Saturday^  October  15t  1955* 
Dear  Mont  ^<if  ^^^  Kink* 

Another  ^turday  has  rolled  arcmnd  and  I 
hope  it  finds  you  all  umll*  We  are  all  fine 
here,  with  the  exception  of  Father  Antoine 
%}italon  who  has  been  coiBplaining  of  a  awere 
pain  in  his  head  lately*  He  is  getting  on  in 
years  nov  •  82«  so  it*8  hard  to  know  whether 
his  trouble  is  ^e  after«-effect  of  a  cold  he 
had  recently,  or  just  a  anlady  due  to  his 
years.  In  any  ceuse  he  bears  it  wonderfully 
well,  not  wanting  to  put  anyone  to  any  trouble, 
and  suffering  pretty  well  in  ^les^e*  But  the 
rest  of  us  are  in  A*l  shape,  thanks  be* 

Acknowledges  letter  and  rooaiks  on  the  Fall 
in  Canada* 

Speaking  of  Lyon  (by  the  %«Ly,  the  word  should 
be  spelled  Lyons  in  Sbglish,  but  I  usually 
forget  and  put  down  the  French  foro),  the  Uni- 
versity sent  out  the  ccmvocation  letter  this 
week  for  the  c<»dng  seseicm  of  exaas*  Kine 
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la  to  be  on  the  25  of  October  that  is  a 
dey  from  2  p«B*  to  6  p«iB«  ^o  yoa  can  sort  of 
keep  that  date  in  sind,  aa  I  know  jaa  have 
bemi  doing  all  along  so  far«  After  theae 
last  few  ve^cs  of  intet^ive  study  I  feel 
pretty  veil  prepared  for  the  esaaa;  but  yoa 
iMver  knov  hcnr  it  will  go*  There  is  a  cer- 
tain anount  of  chance  in  the  affair* 

At  preset  our  garden  is  undergoing  a  traas-» 
foinMLtioQ,  at  least  pai*t  of  it*  Ve  are  en« 
deavoring  to  sake  a  tennis  court*  %ere  is 
^lite  a  lot  of  shorelling  and  lerelling  to 
be  done  as  the  ground  is  by  no  aeans  uniform* 
Four  or  fire  of  us  get  at  it  for  an  hour  or 
so  every  afternoon^  but  we  don't  seen  to  have 
■ade  it  very  playable  yet*  The  inauguration 
day  will  probably  be  next  soHwr  sons  tiae 
at  the  rate  we  are  going*  Bowev^'t  it  nakes 
a  pleasant  opportunity  to  work  together  as  a 
groupf  and  we  usually  aanage  to  retract  a  lot 
of  fun  froffi  it  -  that's  likely  ^y  the  ^ing 
isn't  going  ahead  too  quickly*  there's  aore 
talking  and  figuring  than  actual  work* 

The  kids  at  the  College  are  cm  Hetreat  these 
<kLys,  fron  IhurscUiy  to  Sunday*  ^liey  don*t 
have  any  classes  *  i^ich  pleases  then  no  «id, 
but  they  have  a  f irly  heavy  spiritual  schedule 
in  place  of  thnrn^   iidiich  doesn't  go  so  well 
always*  '^mj  se«i  to  find  the  silence  very 
difficult  t  iiQ>ossible  in  fact*  for  they  talk 
to  one  another  at  the  sli^test  provocation* 
French  kids  are  in  general  aore  high  strung 
than  ours  asuSi  hence  all  take  to  periods  of  no 
talking  lema  easily*  Froa  what  I  recall  of 
the  Beteeat  at  the  Hi^  School  two  or  three 
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jeare  ago^  St»  Michael^Sf  it  ii^s  cm  the  %diole 
ouch  better  observed*  However  eoffiparisosui 
are  both  difficult  and  dangeraaa» 


IbdeoQ  St*  Josephy  Azmoaajt 
Ifsoda^y  Hoveal>er  7f  1955* 

Dear  MoBf  Dad,  and  Kink« 

0|>enizig  remarks  cea   the  weather  in  France  and 

on  aashroosdng  hunting* 

Speaking  of  Ittck  (the  lack  of  it  would  be 
urare  correct)  the  exas  didn*t  turn  out  so 
well  despite  all  our  hopes.  The  exaainer 
didn^t  mee   fit  to  accept  m^  versicm,  and  aore 
than  a  half  hour*s  argiia^t  between  hia  imd 
Be  didn*t  convixiee  his*  So  I  will  Just  have 
to  prepare  it  again  and  write  it  off  next 
June  in  the  hope  ^lat  the  third  time  will  be 
the  Cham*  As  a  aatter  of  fact  there  tdJLl  be 
no  time  lost  <m  account  of  it;  rather  every 
hour  of  work  that  I  put  on  it  will  be  valuable 
for  !B(y  work  later  cm«  for  a^  teaching*  But 
it  %rould  have  been  good  to  settle  the  affair 
and  be  rid  of  it  <mce  and  for  all*  This 
year*  therefore «  I  will  continue  studying  at 
the  University  of  Lyons,  and  will  do  a  bit 
of  teaching  here  at  Aanonay^  thou^  not  very 
■ueh^  $imt  Um  hours  a  we^*  ^ext  year  will 
pr<^»ably  bring  a  full  schedule  of  teaching  t 
lR2t  I  will  be  seeing  ycm  before  th«:it  so  we 
will  have  the  occasion  to  talk  it  all  over 
in  detail. 

Closing  reaarks  on  Halloween  in  Canada,  Uncle 
Ned's  illness* 


rilTT: 


Roveober  12,  1955  15* 

IfftiscQ  St*  Josepht  ^nnooay 
Saturdajt  Hovesber  12 ,  1955« 

Dmut  HoBt  Dad,  and  BM, 

X*  Daath  of  Mrs*  C^ty,  wife  of  the  ^re8id«&t« 
She  ^ma  mich   loved  in  France* 

Testerdaj  iiaa  the  anniversary  of  the  Armistice 
and  a  holiday  both  in  the  loirer  schools  and  in 
the  HEiiversity.  We  %iere  at  Lyon  for  it«  mad 
joined  in  the  celebrations  by  assisting  at 
Soleaa  Hig}i  Mass  in  the  Basilica  St.  Hartin 
d^Alnay,  the  church  just  near  the  Foyer  Saeer^ 
dotal*  It  was  fitting  to  be  there  yesterday 
in  particular  became  not  only  wlb  it  HovMiber 
Ut  and  hence  the  feast  of  St*  Martin,  but  It 
tias  also  the  date  of  lOOOth  anniversary  of  the 
*^##^^iburch*  The  parish  dates  fr<»B  955  A*D.  and 
they  think  the  first  church  was  officially 
op^ed  en  tte  sase  site  in  that  year  cm  MovenH 
ber  11*  Hie  people  flocked  in  great  imabers 
to  assist  at  the  Mass  yesterday,  in  such 
great  numbers  that  Father  Vally  Piatt  and  I 
hAd  our  own  tine  finding  two  places  even  a 
half  hour  before  the  cr«BK»iy  began*  'The 
Benedictine  sonks  from  the  Abbey  of  Bautecoobe 
100  miles  to  the  north  and  east  of  Lyons 
to  officiate  in  the  sanctuary;  their 
prior  celebrated  the  Mass  and  gave  the  sermon, 
a  ^l«idid  cne  at  that*  Ve  came  down  to 
Annonay  in  the  afternoon  by  bus  as  usual* 

It  looks  as  thou^  I  sludl  be  sliding  moat 
of  this  year  at  Azmcmay,  going  in  to  Lyon  only 
for  a  special  class  now  and  again,  perhaps 
once  a  month*  My  work  this  term  will  be  of 
mtch  a  nature  that  I  can  ccmcentrate  better 
on  it  here  at  Maison  St*  Joseph  where  all  WQf 
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books  are,  than  at  the  Foyert  vhich  is  really 
only  a  stopping  off  place.  So  it  mi^t  be 
Juat  as  well  not  to  send  any  mail  to  the  I^ron 
address  t  thou^  should  you  hare   sent  soae  al- 
ready don't  worry  about  it«  Father  Piatt 
will  be  going  in  regi;Qurly  as  last  year,  and 
will  ewe  to  it  that  it  arrives* 

Ve  had  a  good  letter  fr«B  Father  Ter«aee 
Forestell  the  other  day«   e  has  done  8<»ae 
travelling  already  in  Upper  Egypt  ^   the  Red 
Sea  area,  and  Transjordan*  fhe  conditions 
not  ^e  best*  Re  was  with  3^  other  priests, 
all  scripture  students,  who  spent  ei^t  out 
of  elev«i  nights  sleeping  en  the  ground  and 
were  (^»liged  to  bring  mxcKk^  food  %rith  them 
in  the  bus  for  the  satire  trip*  It  was  a 
bit  ^chausting,  but  he  saw  a  lot  of  country 
intimately  connected  with  the  Bible*  His 
quarters  in  Jerusalem  are  sc^wwhat  better; 
he  is  at  the  Kcole  Biblique  with  the  Dooin*-' 
ican  Fathers,  and  fairly  well  lodged,  thoag^i 
a  bit  lonesome  for  the  ccmfreres,  I  think* 
He  will  be  there  all  year  and  will  likely 
return  to  Home  next 

Closing  remarks* 


Saint-Joseph,  Annonay 
Saturday,  December  10,  1935* 

Dear  Mom,  Dad^  and  Kink, 

€)|»aming  remaxks« 

Thursday  we  celebr&ted  the  great  feast  of  the 
Zmmaeulate  Conception*  H  is  not  a  holy  day 
of  obligaticm  here,  hence  the  kids  had  school 
as  Uflualt  «3ceept  in  the  afternoon,  which  they 


regalarlj  have  free  on  Thursdays  anywaj* 
Father  Wally  Piatt  was  in  lyon  for  the  day 
and  saw  the  fasous  WUlusdnaticais^,  which  I 
nay  have  described  to  you  last  year  at  this 
ti!!M«  After  dark  each  house  has  its  window 
siUs  lined  with  small  lickering  Tigils  li|^ts 
which  transform  a  rather  unattractive  city 
into  a  fairyland  town  until  they  finally  bum 
thesselTes  out*  The  streets  are  always 
crowded^  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  is* 
possible  to  drive  a  car  in  the  downto%oi  area* 
lycn  is  not  the  csily  city  that  has  prmmmrw%A 
this  ciistc^,  ccmtrary  to  tdiat  1  had  belieTed^ 
but  the  illnnrinations  smem  to  be  attributed 
to  it  in  a  particular  way*  It  is  France's 
nain  centre  of  devotion  to  ttery«  outside  of 
Lourdest  of  co^irse* 

Ve  have  received  news  this  week  of  the  death 
of  Father  !I!hoo»s  Vahey  at  St*  Micliael*s  Col« 
lege*  He  was  a  great  classics  teachert  latin 
and  Greek  t  and  taught  Predication  wh^x  I  ^ma 
at  the  Seminary*  He  is  a  big  loss  to  the 
CoiasRinityt  to  the  CcHmmmity  RLlitantt  that  is^ 
for  he  will  eontinue  to  do  good  work  thr<n2^ 
his  intercessory  prayewit  v«  hope.  I  don^t 
know  who  will  be  able  to  replace  his,  es- 
pecially for  his  Otreek  classes* 

Sews  of  the  French  electi<»i  caapaign* 
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St.  Josej^t 
^tmaoBj^   Ardteh«t  France* 
Saturday t  December  17 1  1955* 

Dear  Moa«  Dad^  Ki2ik«  and  all^ 

Makme   this  letter  Ms  Christmas  oessage* 

First  of  all  thou^t  tiuuaks  so  mxch   for  joar 
good  letter,  Mc^^  o^  December  9»  ^t  took  a 
locL|];  time  to  coae  for  some  reason «  eight 
dajs,  but  is  none  the  less  welcome  for  the 
relativelj  slow  crossing*  I  tous  anused  to 
read  to  you  acccnint  of  the  Superior  General* s 
▼isit,  and  I*a  sure  he  will  be  too  ii^en  he 
receives  the  letter  I  wrote  hia  today.  I 
hope  you  did  not  feel  too  badly  orer  it,  as 
tto  aiatake  is  not  a  very  great  one,  morm 
conical  than  unfortunate*  I  can  readily 
understand  how  you  would  not  seize  such  a 
difficult  ziaoe  over  the  phone,  particularly 
iditti  pr<mcsmced  by  Monsignor  Mc^uley*  It 
could  have  been  Pratt  or  Piatt  or  Black  or 
several  other  names  as  well  as  Flahiff  *  In 
fact,  he  has  had  aistakes  aade  BK»re  than  once 
over  the  proimzMiation  of  his  naae,  so  no 
need  to  thix&  you  coaaitted  the  first  one* 
It  aade  me  lau^  out  loud  whn  you  B«sitioned 
that  you  had  escpressed  the  hope  of  ny  defin- 
itive return  in  the  near  future;  the  situ- 
ation was  an  alaost  perfect  case  of  dramatic 
irony,  or  better,  aistaken  identity*  Perhaps 
you  win  have  the  occasioi  later  <m   to  re- 
ceive Father  Flahiff  again;  I  think  he  goes 
down  to  iMse  the  M^nsignor  froa  tiae  to  time* 

News  of  Lindsay *s  new  radio  station  and  of 
weather  in  Canada  and  £kirope*  Closing  of 
school  on  December  23* 


DM«Kber  17,  195?  1^ 

fifcther  Clarence  Drouillard^  a  Basilian  \^o 
is  studying  this  year  at  Paris t  the  SorboanSt 
is  comixig  down  to  Annonay  next  Friday  to  be 
with  us  for  Christaas.  His  aase  is  French  and 
he  is  so^  fron  the  Windsor  district «  Cbtario* 
We  shall  likely  go  the  follovring  day  to  St. 
Altent  the  house  where  the  holidays  are  spent* 
I^s  not  too  keen  an   going  down  there  as  a 
natter  of  fact^  neither  is  Father  Wally  Flatty 
since  there  is  no  heat  in  the  building  save 
\§taLt   one  can  make  in  the  fire-»place«  But 
w*re  hoping  the  fine  weather  will  continue 
and  that  we  won't  need  to  fire  up*  An  open 
fire  is  very  cheszy,  and  even  delightful  but 
the  rooas  where  there  is  no  fire-place  are 
anything  but* 

Cloeses  irith  Christmas  greetings* 
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Iftdaoti  St.  J<M3#pht  Aimeiia^ 
Konday,  January  2*  1956^ 

Bear  Kooit  I^ad^  and  Kink^ 

Heir  Taar  Grmetixigp*     Adcnoicjledges  latter  with 
anapshota* 

Father  Clarence  Drouillard  and  I  caae  up  tram 
St*  Alban  Friday  soming  and  w<yit  en  to 
Vienna  (l^ance  not  Austria)  to  visit  that 
Tery  old  Bo8iano«-Gallie  city*  We  were  of 
course  interested  in  its  ruinat  anci^it  archi* 
tecturet  etc«t  ^^^  ^   truth  I  think  what 
attracted  us  was  a  certain  restaurant  there 
which  has  the  reputation  of  being  tl^e  best  in 
the  worlds  We  Iiad  oar  supper  there  New  ^ear*s 
eve^  and  what  a  supper!  It  would  take  too 
long  to  describe  here  so  I  shall  have  to  wait 
until  aeeing  you  this  suamer  to  tell  you  of 
it  in  detail*  Ihexquisite  quality  of  its 
foods  and  wines  though  o^kes  me  thiok  that 
perhaps  its  reputaticm  is  not  an  exaggerati<m 
after  all.  Of  course  the  prices  are  about 
unique  in  the  world  too^  but  since  I  was  there 
as  a  guest  it  didn't  hit  w^  billfold  too  hard* 
From   there  we  went  to  lyon  whei»e  Father 
Drouillard  caught  the  train  up  to  Paris  Sun* 
day  afternoon*  1  came  back  to  Annci^y  on  the 
bus  around  5:00  p.m*  Ihe  rest  of  the  ccm- 
freres  v^o  were  at  St*  Alban  case  up  today 
in  the  autos^ile  arriving  here  just  in  tiae 
for  dinner  at  nocn*  So  with  the  return  of 
everyone  the  holidays  are  pretty  well  over 
for  another  while*  The  kids  %iill  be  cosing 
ba^toaorrow  soming  to  start  classes  again* 

They  would  have  cose  back  today  but  as  y<m 
know  this  is  election  day  and  ever  means  of 
transportation  isused  to  bring  the  electors 
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to  the  polls*  I  v«&t  doioi  to  the  voting 
centre  for  Annonay  this  BK>ming  with  Father 
FtiLiz  Pousolf  one  of  the  confreres  here  %dio 
has  the  rigjht  to  vote.  It  vas  intex^sting 
for  tte  to  «ee  how  the  procedure  is  carried 
^  oat«  fhe  i^ter  eomea  into  a  large  rocm^   a 
^^  ^Siance  hall  in  fact  here  at  Annonay,  goes  to 
a  table  in  the  centre  where  all  the  ^allots 
are  laid  out  in  piles*  The  ballot  is  a  sheet 
of  paper  about  half  the  size  of  this  letter* 
On  it  is  writtad  the  name  of  the  party  and 
the  four  m&a,  whom  that  party  hopes  to  have 
elected  to  the  House  of  representatives  in 
^aris*  There  are  four  o^n  who  will  be  elected 
from  this  region  t  Ard^che;  other  regions  aay 
have  more  or  leas  depending  on  the  pepalaticm* 
It  will  be  unusual  if  the  sane  party  .has  all 
four  of  tis  aen  elected*  but  in  any  case  its 
ballot  bears  the  names  of  its  four  candidates* 
Sach  party  has  its  own  ballot  and  its  four 
delegates  and  since  there  are  29  parties  the 
elector  has  29  different  ballots  to  choose 
aanng*  He  picks  the  erne  whose  party  he  favcmrst 
takes  a  little  blue  envelope  idiich  is  handed 
to  him  by  one  of  the  presiding  officers  *  goes 
into  a  short  of  cc^fessional  where  he  folds 
ballot  once  and  puts  it  inot  the  emevelope, 
cones  out  and  goes  to  the  voting  dei^  where 
he  presents  his  voting  card*  has  his  number 
and  name  called  out  by  one  of  the  officers* 
is  declared  eligible  to  vote,  slips  the  «a» 
velope  into  the  big  ballot  box  under  the  eye 
of  another  officer*  and  then  hears  his  naae 
solexmly  called  out  as  having  voted*  He  is 
Muriked  off  in  the  register,  and  goes  on  his 
way  having  fulfilled  his  electoral  duty*  It 
sounds  like  a  ccMsplicated  system  and  it  is* 


Janoary  l8«  1996 

MaisoQ  St*  Josej^v  Annonay^ 
Wednesday »  January  18,  1956* 

Dear  Momt  ^<^f  ^d  Kinkf 

Santa  Claus  case  to  Annonay  yezterday  momittg 
and  !•«  sure  he  mast  have  departed  with  a 
lighter  sack,  since  he  left  three  inmiense 
fssicages  at  m^  door^   one  from  33  Glenelg«  <me 
from  7  lMJ:>oumet  and  the  third  from  Little 
Curr«at»  What  a  ti^  we  had  undoing  stzdng 
and  %fxmpping-paper,  seails  and  ribbons;  it 
was  delightful  from  start  to  finish!  lather 
Wally  Piatt  came  into  my  room  to  help  and 
before  very  long  we  are  alaost  lost  in  the 
■idst  of  gifts  of  all  kinds*  I  really  don^t 
know  how  to  thank  you  for  it  all^  and  for  all 
the  kindness  and  generosity  with  idiich  the 
things  were  selected,  boug^t^  wrapped  up^ 
padced  and  put  on  their  long  voyage*  I  should 
like  to  sake  s^ntion  of  everything,  but  it 
would  run  into  several  pages  I*s  afraid*  Let 
ae  say  that  every  item  is  sost  welcome  and 
will  delight  both  the  destinee  and   tlie  c<m- 
freres  cm  many  occasions  in  the  near  future*^ 

Bight  cm  the  spot  Father  Piatt  and  I  found  a 
knife  and  cnit  two  healthy  pieces  of  your 
delicious  cake,  HoSt  and  I  really  B»an  '4<^eli* 
cious'**  It  is  as  frei^  and  moist  as  the  day 
you  ifrapped  it*  ^his  cosing  ^Hmday  we  shall 
aU  have  a  taste  of  it  in  the  refectory,  ai:^ 
since  your  reputatiaa  is  alr^idy  established 
froB  last  year,  you  will  not  be  surprised  te 
learn  that  word  got  around  the  saae  day  of 
its  arrival  -  '^la  m^re  du  Pire  Kirley  lui  a 
envoys  encore  du  gateau  de  No^*** 

fhanks  to  Anne  and  Qsorge*  ^anks  also  for 
a  paekage  of  com  to  make  popcorn* 
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As  mailing  this  froie  I^ron;  case  in  y#6terday 
to  see  our  exchange  agent «  and  to  order  our 
tickets  for  June  at  the  Azoerican  fbcpress* 
Will  be  going  baick  to  Annonay  this  afternoon* 
Best  to  all  and  once  ag^dn  my  profuse  and 
sincere  thanks  for  all  yotu:*  vonderful  gifts* 


Jaxmary  20,  1956* 

Dmar  Dad: 

Sends  birthday  greetin^^  to  his  father* 
Acknowledges  rfKsipt  of  letter  from  his  !iK>ther< 


Maisca  St*  Joseph,  Annonay,  Ardlche, 
Friday,  January  27,  1956* 

Dear  Hos,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Apologizes  for  s«iding  letter  two  or  three 
days  late*  Acknowledges  letter  of  January 
23  vith  word  of  flu  in  Canada*  Flu  is  pre** 
valent  in  France  also*  Ifew  F^rench  govemawnt 
is  controlled  from  the  left*  Concern  about 
the  fate  of  the  Barange  Law  which  provides 
aaem  government  support  for  Catholic  Schools* 
Loss  of  this  grant  would  be  felt  at  the 
College  tto  Saer4«-Coeur*  Vintry  weather  did 
not  last  long*  Still  ^^J^fing  the  contents 
of  the  Christmas  iKaces* 


AmuHiay^  France,  February  1,  1956* 

Dear  Moa^  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Admowledges  letter  giving  news  of  the  death 
of  Ikmsignor  J*V.  McAuley* 


February  It  1956  l63 

The  auddetineea  of  >tonslgnor*8  death  seeeed 
to  make  the  newe  of  it  all  the  more  sudd«i. 
It  case  as  a  shook  to  me  scHse  four  days  after 
the  actual  oecorrence^  and  I  am  sure  ^ma 
eren  more  of  a  shock  to  j<m   people,  to  ^e 
fev  faithful  in  particular  who  waited  for  him 
to  come  out  of  the  sacristy  to  say  his  Mass 
as  usual  cm   the  feast  of  St«  Polycarp« 

I*s  sure  a  Tell  of  sadness  has  fallen  over 
the  pariah  as  well  as  over  all  the  areas 
tl^iat  case  at  one  tise^or  another  under  Mon«» 
signor*s  influence*  ^t  is  nd  to  think  that 
we  haTe  lost  a  sen  of  great  Tirtue.  ikm,^ 
signor  %fas  one  of  the  relatively  few  who 
SMceeded  in  discovering  ^e  secret  of  living 
the  virtue  of  charity,  the  principles  of 
idiich  he  tua^t  to  others  as  much  by  his 
own  life  as  by  his  predicaticm.  I*s  sure 
there  is  not  one  x>erson  i^o  really  knew  his 
who  would  not  point  to  him  as  a  gigantic 
example  of  superantural  magnanimity*  It  is 
sad  ailso  to  think  there  was  no  <xie  with  him 
in  his  last  hours*  He  %dio  assisted  so  many 
souls  across  the  threshold  into  eternity  Imd 
to  take  the  step  himself  alone,  unfortified 
by  the  last  cAcrasents*  But  they  say  a  man 
dies  as  he  lives  so  there  is  good  reascs  to 
believe  his  great  heart  came  to  a  stop  in 
the  midst  of  a  prolonged  act  of  love  of  God* 

Monsignor's  death  -  a  multiple  loss:  to  his 
family,  to  the  pedrsht  to  the  to^m   of  Lindsay, 
the  diocese  of  Peterborough  and  to  the 
tesilian  Fathers* 


February  ^»  1956  l£^ 


lUL80ii  St*  Jocei^t  Anncmay, 
Saturday^  February  k^   1956* 

Dear  Moie^  Dad«  and  Kinkt 

Acknowledge  letter  of  January  ^Oth^  with 
atipends. 


It  la  really  difficult  to  convince  cmeaelf 
that  he  is  gone  and  probably  the  full  real- 
isation of  our  loss  will  only  be  felt  in 
ti»e»  Father  HcCoz^ell  would  be  able  to 
<MiliTer  a  aagnificent  serson^  but  I^a  wtmder-> 
ing  hov  he  kept  from  breaking  down.  He  and 
Monaignor  KcAuley  were  very  close  friends* 
Wish  I  could  hsTe  be«i  there  to  hear  it^  but 
you  will  have  to  tell  me  of  it  this  swiMur* 
His  text  was  certadLnly  a  fitting  one* 

Father  £kig«ie  Malley^s  visit  sust  have  be^i 
a  siirprise  for  you*  It  was  good  of  him  to 
drop  over«  and  I  oust  send  him  a  line  one  of 
these  days  acknowledging  his  kindness*  We 
were  great  pals  as  oholastics^  and  later  9m 
seainarianst  and  even  neaaged  to  get  together 
over  here*  I»»  sure  he  told  you  of  our  trip 
together  through  Spain  and  Portugal  teek  in 
Sept^Bber  of  1953*  Tou  aay  have  other  Baidl« 
ian  visitors  over  the  we^ends  if  the  appoint- 
atant  of  a  new  pastor  is  dealyed*  Xhere  %rill 
likely  be  sooeone  cofldng  down  each  week* 

Closing  reeiaz^  on  wintry  weather  in  the 
Ard^he* 


February  II,  1956  I65 

Mftiaen  St*  Joseph*  Ann<»iay  (Ardicha) 
Saturdajt  Febaruary  Uf  1956* 

Dear  Mofit  ^^^^9  ^^^  Eink, 

First  of  all  ay  greetings  and  best  wishes  to 
Wm  <m  her  birthday  toaorrow*  As  umial  «y 
regards  will  arrive  a  fev  days  late,  but  let 
ise  assure  ycu  Moa  that  Uiey  are  nonetheless 
sincere*  I  shall  be  thinking  of  you  when  I 
offer  Haas  for  you  in  the  nonringt  for  both 
you  and  Dad*  in  fact,  according  to  the  proadse 
Bade  not  so  long  ago*  May  you  have  aany  aore 
birthdays  to  ooae  and  each  cme  better  than 
the  last* 

CoMBi'nts  on  the  winter  weather  in  France* 

foday  at  dinner  we  ate  what  is  considered  a 
rare  delicacy  over  here,  roasted  thrushes! 
They  are  a  winter  bird,  considerably  larger 
than  what  we  know  thrushes  to  be,  thou^  not 
quite  the  size  of  a  pigeon*  The  scholastics 
shot  thea  in  the  woods  last  week*  They  only 
got  six,  so  we  just  had  one  apiece*  Nonaally 
I  think  one  aeoi  would  be  able  to  handle  several 
as  there  isn*t  anch  on  thea*  fiut  idiat  aeat 
is  there  is  Tery  delicious*  It  has  a  wild 
taste  all  its  own  which  not  at  all  disagree- 
ableparticularly  irith  a  good  red  wine*  Erery 
day  brings  its  own  ezperieaces* 


HBdLscn  St*  Joseph,  Annonay, 
Mondary,  February  20,  1956* 

Dear  Koa,  Dad,  and  BM, 

Acknowledges  letter  of  February  9»  Comaents 
on  seTerity  of  current  %finter  in  France* 

Ve  had  a  Jesuit  Father  with  us  today,  a  brother 
of  one  of  our  confreres  in  the  Coaaunity*  He 
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la  studying  i^eiology  at  th«  HalT^rsity  of 
JjOMrain  but  bad  to  do  some   library  voric  in 
different  toims  in  Southern  France,  at  the 
■onent  *  Hice,  A7ign<si,  Aries,  Ufaes,  etc., 
•o  being  in  the  neighborhood  he  stopped  by 
to  say  hello#  Re  (Cross?)  will  be  going  baek 
to  Aoerica  next  September  to  start  teaching 
at  the  Jesuit  University  inDetroit*  Since 
LalouTeew  is  only  a  short  distance  from  An* 
nonay  we  took  hia  over  there  this  ooming  to 
visit  the  shrine  of  St«  Francis  B^gis,  a 
Jesuit  missionary  of  the  17th  c«Atury,  idiose 
relies  are  venerated  ina  basilica  there* 

Observations  on  the  new  French  government* 

With  regard  to  the  letter  on  Msgr*  IteAuley, 
I  don*t  mind  if  you  give  it  to  the  Post  since 
it  was  meant  for  the  Lindsay  people.  But  I 
would  jtist  as  soon  you  didn*t  put  it  in  the 
Itegister  thou^  if  you  have  ali*eady,  don*t 
feel  badly  about  it*  It*s  not  that  important < 
Ify  main  idea  in  writing  it  was  to  express  ay 
grief  and  sympathy  to  the  pariah* 


Mftisaa  St*  Joseph,  Annonay, 
Monday,  February  27 9   1956* 

Dear  Itom,  I^,  and  Kink, 

Opening  remarks  cosmmnt  en  damage  done  to 
crops  by  the  severe  winter  in  France*  Will 
sign  and  return  Mass  cards* 

Speaking  of  sending  things,  I  wimdar  if  I 
could  make  a  re<^est,  two  in  fact*  Do  you 
suppose  you  could  find  the  account  I  wrote 
your  of  1^  travels  in  Spain  and  Portugal  back 
in  the  Fall  of  1953?  If  you  have  it  handy  I 
would  appreciate  looking  over  it  again,  es* 


February  27»  1^  16? 

pecially  for  the  pc^ssible  indieation  of  plaees 
nhere  ve  stayed  the  last  tisse*  It  could  e«M 
in  handy  when  ve  go  there  after  Easter*  Hie 
iMCcmd  thing  I  take  the  liberty  of  a^djdg  of 
you  is  a  bit  unusual  if  not  eren  a  bit  queer* 
Would  it  be  possible  to  sned  over  a  popcorn 
popper?  We  had  a  wonderfully  m^essful  de<» 
soEistration  one  ni^t  not  so  long  ago«  but  we 
had  to  POP  the  com  in  a  frying  pan  which  is 
a  bit  heaTy  to  shake  during  the  required 
length  of  time*  You  could  just  send  the 
popper  part  and  snip  off  the  handle  to  oake 
the  wrapping  of  it  aore  reasonable*  We  can 
quidcly  adjust  sose  sort  of  handle  cmto  it 
orere  here*  Sorry  to  ask  such  a  ridiculous 
thing  of  you,  but  the  ccmfreres  were  so 
thrilled  seeing  the  grains  of  com  jusp  all 
orer  the  place,  and  tasting  it  afterwards  in 
Bielted  butter  that  I  think  it  Bight  be  worth 
the  trouble  to  show  them  how  it  is  really 
done*  Poppers  just  don  t  seea  to  exist  over 
here,  mainly  I  suppose  because  the  com  does 
not  pop* 

Ckmmits  on  the  new  clergy  at  the  parii^  in 
Lindsay*  Closing  remarks  ab<»2t  St«Patrick*s 
Day* 


liaison  St*  Joseph,  Annooay, 
ll^esday,  March  6,  1956* 

Dear  H<»,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Cbservaticms  en  weather  in  Canada  and  report 
cA   dama^  down  the  street  from  the  College 
when  a  pipe  %ifas  sp^t* 

Ve  are  expecting  the  Procurator  General  from 
Torcmto  this  Sattirday,  Father  Teruice  HcLau£^lin< 
He  comes  over  early  in  March  each  year  and 
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fltesm  in  Memm  until  S«pt«fll>er  regulating 
eoommity  affairs,  making  reports ,  etc*  Ac- 
cording to  Canon  Lav  he  should  really  reside 
in  ^^<»e  the  whole  year  round,  but  being  a  kmj 
professor  at  the  Pontifical  Institute  of 
Mediaeval  Studies  he  spends  two  teaching 
per  jear  in  Toronto*  ^  %dLll  cobw 
to  Annonay  this  Saturday  and  stay  with 
us  for  the  we^end  before  going  on  into 
Italy*  ^'his  will  be  the  third  ti»e  I  have 
weleooed  him  on  his  arrival  in  TVanee;  so 
it*s  getting  to  be  sort  of  a  regular  thing} 

Barents  have  met  Bishop  Marrocco  the  nev 
Auxiliary  Bishop  of  Toronto* 

It  won't  be  l<mg  now  before  we  are  thinking 
of  packing  tyor  bags  otmr  here  and  coming  to 
the  New  World  for  a  visit*  Our  schedule  so 
fart  ^^   least  to  the  «Ktent  that  we  can  fore* 
1^  it,  is  as  follows s  Ve  leave  6hez*bourg  on 
June  21  and  arrive  in  New  Toork  J^ne  2$m     In 
ease  the  seas  has  be«Ei  bad  (and  even  if  it 
hasn*t)  we  plan  to  stay  there  until  the  ni^t 
of  June  27f  ^&a.  we  will  take  a  train  throu^ 
to  Toronto,  arriving  s<»etiae  on  the  morning 
of  June  28*  Since  I  have  a  fair  amcmnt  of 
reporting  to  do  to  the  varices  Basilian  author* 
ities.  Father  George  Flahiff  for  <me  and  the 
Superior  of  St*  Ba6dLl*6  Seminary  for  another, 
plus  the  Director  of  Graduate  Studies,  I  shall 
have  to  take  June  28  off  entirely  for  that, 
spending  it  at  the  Seminary*  But  I  hope  to 
be  free  to  meet  you  on  June  29t  even  thou^ 
officially  my  holidays  don^t  begin  until  July 
1*  Would  it  be  asking  too  ouch  to  invite  you 
to  Toronto  cm  that  day?  I  know  the  latter 
part  of  June  is  a  busy  time  for  all  hands. 
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^ttk   the  result  that  1  oay  be  pretty  hard  for 
yoa  to  get  tamjm     If  that  is  the  cmee  don^t 
hesitate  to  tell  me;  I  can  easily  climb 
aboard  either  the  train  or  bus  and  be  down 
in  due  time*  1*11  leave  it  up  to  yc»i  to  de«> 
cide,  and  to  inform  the  band  so  they*ll  knoir 
where  to  cc»&e  for  the  march  past! 

Closing  remarks* 


Raison  Bt.   Joseph^  Annonay 
Tuesday,  March  13,  19?6« 

0ear  Ifoe,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Acknowledges  letter  and  has  signed  and 
returned  Haas  cards*  Observations  on  the 
veather*  Has  mmit  a  box  of  chestnuts  "glacis" 
to  his  parents* 

Father  !rerence  McLaugJilin  tias  with  us  for  the 
iieekend  and  spent  most  of  his  visit  talkiag 
business  with  the  Superior  and  counsellonu 
He  should  arrive  in  R<»e  tomorrow^arcRind  noif* 
Host  get  to  wozic  now*  Happy  St*  Patrick^s 
Oigr  and  agr  best  wishes  to  Father  Meagher* 


Haisem  Saints-Joseph,  Annonay, 
ftosday,  March  ^,  1956. 

2)ear  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Acknowledges  Anne*s  letter  with  news  of  his 
iK>ther*s  sickness*  Account  of  the  arz*ival  of 
the  chestnuts  "glac4s**« 

^lis  Friday  I  shall  be  going  out  a  parish 
about  50  miles  s^tth  of  here  to  help  cut  wi^ 
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things  during  Holj  Week  •»  Le  Cheylard.  ^t  is 
a  town  of  about  2CXX)  I  think  and  since  most 
of  the  inhabitants  wiat  until  Holy  Saturday 
to  go  to  ccmfessicm  the  poor  cur^  is  swanped. 
So  to  alleTiate  his  burden  s<»ieiihat  and  to 
give  a  hand  %d.th  the  dif  f er^it  ceresonies 
froiB  PaliQ  ^^undaLj  until  Easter  Sunday  I  i^mll 
go  domk   this  weekend  and  stay  atht^e  rectory* 
Bdy  Veek  serriees  have  been  altered  ccmiider- 
ably  by  the  Sacred  Congregation  of  Rites  in 
tone*  Most  of  the  functions  during  the  Great 
Triduuffi  take  place  at  niglht  now  instead  of 
the  doming,  ^t  is  more  in  keeping  with  the 
morlj   traditions  of  the  Church  and  with  the 
actual  historical  facts*  But  at  the  eam& 
tiBe  it  means  some  oajor  modifications  in  the 
prayers  and  the  cantor  of  things  which  may  keep 
us  guessing  a  bit  for  the  first  while« 

Father  Clarence  QrouiUard  is  coming  down  from 
Paris  <m  Easter  Monday  and  we  h<^;>e  to  set  oat 
on  our  tour  of  Spain  and  Portugal  Saster 
Tuesday.  We  have  cur  visas  in  order  and 
**pa8eta8'^  bought  ahead  of  time:  so  Father 
Vally  Piatt  and  I  are  ready  to  set  out  at  a 
moment  *s  notice*  It  is  a  bit  of  a  lucky 
break  for  me  to  get  a  chance  to  go  to  Spain 
at  this  particular  time  and  to  speak  sense 
Spanish  since  I  have  an  oral  exam  in  Spanish 
this  June* 

Closing  remaz^* 


Seetoryt  Le  <aieylard 
Monday^  March  26,  1956* 

Dear  Homt  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Opening  remains*  Glad  to  heaur  of  improrement 
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in  his  iBOther^s  health. 

Lft  Ch^ylard  is  a  little  town  of  about  2^300 
inhabitants  south  of  Annonay^  though  still 
in  the  deparment  of  the  Ard^he*  Hie  people 
aeea  to  hare  kept  the  faith  fairly  well  here< 
tltey  tuan  out  in  great  numbers  to  Sunday 
Miffs  and  to  the  sacraments*  There  are,  of 
^xuroe^  a  fmi  \iho  dcsa   t  practice  their  rel* 
igiant  but  coe^>ared  to  other  parts  of  France 
the  percentage  is  surprisingly  «sall*  At 
J^is  tiiM  of  yeart  Sastert  the  alaost  all 
get  to  confession  and  ^oommion  idiich  askea 
it  a  hit  heavy  for  the  clergy*  Saturday^ 
for  ezaasplet  we  heard  coifessicms  for  orer 
eij^t  hours  t  9*12  noon  and  fron  2  till  after 
yiOO  p*a«  This  ccMsing  weekend  will  probably 
be  the  same,  if  not  l<»iger«  for  a  large 
nuB^er  seeai  to  prefer  Holy  Saturday  to  go  to 
confession*  'There  «uc*e  three  of  us  to  look 
after  them  all«  so  it  is  lauch  better  than  if 
the  pastor  and  curate  were  alone*  But  the 
mmmlORs  are  rather  l<mg  just  the  same*  I 
look  back  with  em.ry  now  at  t^e  t%ro  or  three 
hours  periods  that  seem  to  suffice  in  most 
parishes  at  home*  One  never  knc»rs  when  one 
is  lucky* 

Deseripticm  of  countryside*  Town  has  t«a 
ffiaall  factories*  Sends  Easter  greetings* 


Hotel  de  Madrid,  Madrid,  EspaSa 
April  6,  1956. 

Dear  Uom^   Dad,  and  Kink, 

Sends  greetings  from  the  capitol  of  Spain* 
Acknowledges  letters  and  gift  parcel* 
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finite^  Stmday  I  8p«at  partly  at  Le  Ch^ylard 
idMre  I  said  Mass  at  U  a»ffl«  and  partly  at 
Annonay  after  having  takmi  the  bus  badk«  ^ 
\ma  a  quiet  day  and  rather  restful  after  the 
heavy  sessions  churing  Holy  Veek*  %e  clisiax 
caiae  with  the  confessicms  on  Holy  Saturday 
idien  ym  heard  steadily,  with  the  exception  of 
a  fev  Hiimtes  here  and  there  from  7  asi*  to 
12*15  noon  and  frosa  2  -  8*13  p*m«  £vmi  at 
that  soEMi  too  or  more  in  the  town  did  not  wmk^ 
their  Easter  duty  but  I  d<»i*t  think  ^ey  ean 
say  it  was  because  the  priests  were  not  hearing* 

Welly  we  left  Tuesday  morning,  f<mr  of  iis: 
Fathers  Wally  KLatt  and  Clarence  Drouillard 
(tesilians)  and  Toa  Donoher,  an  American  lad 
fr^B  the  U«S«  EadmsBj  in  Paris.  Ve  went  to 
&Lreelona  first,  then  to  Mcmtserrat,  Manresa* 
£aragossa,  and  today  to  Madrid*  tfe*re  having 
lovely  weather  and  enjoying  everything* 

Closing  resarks* 


Hotel  Victoriat  Gibraltar 
^Hiursday,  April  12,  1956* 

Dear  Horn,  Dad,  and  Kink^ 

Glad  to  hear  English  spc^ai  again* 

Me   left  oar  U*S*  Ss^M&ssy  friend^  Tom  Donoher, 
at  the  airport  at  Kalaga,  a  resort  city  along 
the  scmth  coast  of  Spain*  He  flew  back  to 
Madrid  and  was  to  go  on  back  to  Paris*  So 
there  are  just  the  three  of  us  now.  Fathers 
Clarence  irouillard,  Wally  Piatt  and  myself*. 
And  at  the  Boo^it  I  am  along  on  the  colony  of 
Gibraltar »  the  toher  two  having  taten  a  boat 
over  to  1?angiers* 
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Descripticm  of  Qibrtiltar*  Outline  of  tho 
rest  of  the  trip*  Closing  remarks • 


Maison  Saint  Jcmeph,  Aimonay 
Tuesdajt  April  2^,  1936. 

Dear  fkmt^   Dad^  and  Kink, 

Back  again,  safe  and  s<»md,  after  sosoe  5730 
idJLes  during  the  past  three  weeks*  We  arriTed 
St  Anncmay  yesterday  evening  Tory  happy  to 
settle  down  for  awhile  and  rest  up  a  bit* 
Travelling  is  very  niee,  but  after  a  certain 
length  of  tin»  one  lodes  forward  to  the 
regular  sohcniule  of  the  school  year* 

Acknowledges  letters  and  the  popper  f ^r 
oaking  pop  com* 

To  come  back  for  a  mooent  to  our  trip  \m 
a  Bultitude  of  interesting  and  educational 
thiigs  as  you  laay  ioagine,  and  prayed  at 
of  the  great  wold  shrines:  Fatisa,  Loyola^ 
Segovia  (St*  John  of  the  Cross),  Avila^  and 
mo  czi*  Ve  unfortunately  didn^t  sake  Santiago, 
the  ancient  shrine  in  Spain  to  St*  Jaiaes  the 
Greater*  It  is  so  out  of  the  way  in  north-^ 
vest  Galicia  that  we  had  hardly  fiKney  or 
energy  or  tise  to  go  so  far*  But  we  saw  aany 
wonderful  places,  ncmetheless,  and  I  laast 
ecnfess  the  same  places  that  I  had  seen  three 
years  ago  meant  much  more  to  me  this  time* 
Time  doesn*t  permit  me  to  write  you  an  account 
of  the  entire  circuit,  but  with  the  aid  of 
w^  diary  notes  I  shc^ld  be  able  to  relate  the 
Ml^hli^ts  of  it  to  you  this  summer*  Ve  had 
some  exciting  mcsaents  such  as  being  refused 
entry  into  Portugal  by  the  police  and  getting 
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in  just  the  sane*  Two  of  us*  Father  V^iUj 
Piatt  and  aoraelf «  had  no  viaa  for  Portugal « 
an  itae  that  is  strictly  required  by  the 
ftvtuguese  police;  but  after  a  three  hour 
•rgueioent  in  a  odnxture  of  English,  French 
anA  Spanish,  plus  three  telephone  calls  to 
Lisbon  fros  the  frontier  we  saanaged  to  get 
our  passports  staoped  and  gain  en  try  ♦  ^e 
story  is  a  rather  long  cme  so  ve  shall  go 
over  it  together  in  detail  during  the  holi- 
days* 


Closing  reaarics  touch  on  «^proach  of  exaas« 

♦  •  ♦ 
Annonay,  May  2,  1936« 
Dear  Hcm^   Dad«  and  Kink, 

AckniHfledges  letter.  Discusses  weather  and 
crops  in  Canada  and  France*  Possibility  of 
Father  Kay  being  naned  paistor  of  Lindsay  is 
a  pleasing  one* 

father  !rerenee  McLaughlin  is  %dth  us  a^dn 
for  a  few  days*  ^  case  up  fr<N9  Roise  last 
Friday  ni^it  and  will  protebly  be  s^f$ng  back 
this  caning  Friday*  His  visit  this  tine  (as 
UAtal)  is  strictly  a  business  one*  He  is 
folding  meetings  with  the  Superior  and  the 
ouncil  here  as  well  as  with  the  Bishop  of 
the  diocese*  None  of  his  sanoeuvres  cure  pub- 
licly discussed  yet,  but  it  se^is  that  nego- 
ciaticns  are  goizig  on  for  the  retaking  of 
the  College  here*  As  I  raay  hare  sentioned 
to  you  previously,  the  College  Sacr^-Coeur 
at  Ann(»iay  has  been  in  the  haods  of  the  diocese 
for  exactly  50  years,  though  before  that  tiae 
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It  belonged  to  the  Basilian  Fathers*  And  it 
is  <mly  now  that  we  have  been  in  a  position 
to  get  it  back.  I  d<m*t  know  any  detaila  as 
yet  of  the  transaction,  or  even  if  agreeaents 
have  been  sade»  but  by  the  time  of  the  next 
letter  things  filiould  be  a  bit  clarified. 

Closing  remarks* 


Saint-Joseph  9  ^nncnay, 
Wednesday t  i4ay  9»  19^« 

Dear  Mom,  Dad«  and  Kink« 

Bends  Mother's  Day  greetings  to  his  mother. 
Acknowledges  letter.  Obsertraticms  on  weather 
in  Canada  and  France. 

Oar  Procurator  General ,  Father  Terence  Mc- 
l^nghlint  has  come  and  gone,  having  regulated 
not  a  few  affairs  teaching  on  the  College 
here  in  the  interim.  2)hough  the  official 
papers  have  not  yet  arrived  signed  by  the 
llishc^  and  his  council «  we  expect  them  any 
dayt  and  can  now  say  the  school  is  ours  once 
again.  It  was  in  I903  that  the  state  took 
it  away  f rc»s  the  Basilians  and  from  190^  to 
this  year  it  has  be<m  in  the  hands  of  the 
diocese.  So  you  can  imagine  how  happy  we  are 
to  receive  it  back,  ev«i  if  there  is  a  con- 
siderable debt  to  be  paid  off.  We  shall  begin 
the  directicai  of  it  next  September;  since 
there  remains  only  a  short  time  before  the 
tfnd   of  the  school  year  it  would  hardly  be 
worthvdiile  much  less  practical  or  politic  to 
take  over  at  once.  But  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  talk  of  that  at  greater  length  before  l<ttig* 

Closing  remarks  discuss  plans  for  return  to 
Canada  on  holidays  in  the  summer  months. 
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♦  Nay  J5t  1956. 

XNmlt  HoiBt  Bad^  and  Kiak, 

Opening  remaakB  touch  <m   the  fine  weather  in 
France  t  acknowledges  two  letters* 

lour  new  appointa^nt  in  connecticm  with  ihm 
Catholic  Voaen^a  ^^gue  sounds  like  a  great 
liork  of  wBTej*     I*bi  sure  you  most  find  it 
nrmtj  consoling  to  bring  a  bit  of  joy  to 
those  folks  iirho  are  confined  to  indoors, 
even  though  it  is  not  always  easy*  I  shall 
be  glad  to  accosipanj  you  on  your  rounds  this 
sucaser  and  to  make  their  acquaintances*  Ve 
lused  to  do  a  bit  of  that  voxk  ^en  lie  were 
scholastics  in  the  Seoinary;  ve  tised  to  go 
out  to  Our  "Hady  of  Mercy  Hospital  in  Simny- 
side  idiich  is  for  incurables,  as  ymi  probably 
knotr*  Bat  I^m  sure  ve  didn^t  go  often  mkoa^m 

fhe  negociations  for  our  passage  this  June 
is  gradually  being  effected*  We  hare  to  go 
into  Lyons  this  Thursday  for  inoculations 
against  snall-ox,  and  to  pick  up  the  transit 
ilsas  for  the  two  boys  and  that  ^ould  about 
finish  the  red  tape.  By  the  way,  dcm't  worry 
abcmt  the  financing  of  the  trip.  Thm  Cob* 
■unity  is  taking  care  of  that,  in  fact  lare»^ 
luui«  Father  Louis  Bondy  sent  me  a  cheque  sose 
tiae  ago  for  the  tickets,  which  I  turned  into 
francs  at  <aice,  and  which  I  still  haTe  here 
lAdle  aii^iting  for  the  agent  at  the  American 
Express  to  finish  the  bodcing  for  both  boat 
and  trains*  We  won*t  be  travelling  in  luxury 
at  aOl,  but  I  think  ve  should  be  able  to  aake 
out  a  very  pleasant  voyage*  One  of  the  first 
things  I  intend  to  purchase  after  paying  for 
the  tickets  is  a  bottle  of  infallible  8ea«>sick 
pills,  if  such  exist* 

OeseriptioQ  of  a  bull  fight  in  ^m<may« 

•  «  # 
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Dear  Gbregt  NoTt  and  wee  ones. 

Acknowledges  letter  received.  Obaerfatioes 
<m  the  veather* 

Today  Father  Wally  Piatt  and  I  are  slovly 
coning  to  after  a  stimning  mam  yeaterd^ 
flKuming  (8  &•«•  •  noon)  tiiat  left  ns  stagger** 
ing«  Ve  were  sort  of  expecting  ^e  worsts 
mad  got  itf  despite  our  best  hopes  for  aoaw- 
thing  a  bit  better*  The  results  of  it  will 
eo«e  out  June  13,  and,  of  course,  we  haven^t 
deiQ»aired  of  appearing  axscng  the  list  of 
floecessful  candidates;  but  today  at  least, 
we  are   too  groggy  to  start  preparing  for  the 
orals,  which  %rill  take  place  June  13th  and 
l6th*  We  are  setting  it  aside  as  a  day  c^ 
recovery,  more  or  less.  So  don*t  be  too 
sarprised  if  some  of  these  sentences  are 
<|aeer  and  incoherent* 

Our  two  novices,  Jacques  Deglesne  and  Michel 
Degl^ne,  are  growing  more  and  more  e:scited 
as  the  day  of  departure  draws  near.  They  are 
finishing  up  their  philosophy  courses  now 
before  going  to  their  respectii^  hoimB   to 
spend  the  last  few  days  with  their  parents* 
Both  of  th«B  are  from  Aoncmay,  and  have 
scarcely  travelled  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
Ard^he,  so  you  can  imagine  what  a  trip  like 
this  represents  to  them*  I  doa*t  ^ink  really 
they  have  any  idea  of  the  distafice,  just  how 
iaeense  the  ocean  is,  now  how  «zp«!xsive  the 
Iforth  An»rican  continent*  The  whole  of 
FSrance  could  be  set  inside  the  liaits  of 
Canada  between  19  and  20  tioes,  a  fact  that 
siaply  surpasses  their  imagination*  They  will 
find  it  rather  difficult  for  the  first  while, 
being  so  far  from  ho«e  and  not  understanding 
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or  speaking  BRxeh  English.  But  they  %rlll 
make  C3ut;  other  l8.da  of  19  sxid  20  years  have 
veathered  worse  than  that* 

Looks  forward  to  seeting  hin  on  Jtme  29th* 
Closing  resarks 


MaisoQ  Saint«Josepht  Annonay 

Fridajt  Feaist  of  the  Sacred  ^eart»  1956. 

Dear  HoSt  Dad«  and  Kinkt 

Acknovledges  receipt  of  tvio  letters.  Com- 
ments on  local  news. 

Today  is  a  aajor  feast  heret  since  the  school 
is  under  the  patronage  of  the  Sacred  ^Wrt« 
'H#ollige  du  Sacr^<-Coeur"#  Classes  and  study 
periods  have  been  mie^t^ided  and  a  iiiiole  holi- 
day declared  which  pleases  the  pupils  as  you 
can  imagine*  We  had  a  Solesn  High  Mass  this 
Boming  at  9^30  a.m*;  and  this  afternoon  the 
kLds  are  to  attend  a  bicycle  race«  after 
which  they  %dll  be  <m  a  hike  until  supper 
time*  llhe  race  is  a  preliminary  one  to  the 
big  national  race  in  July  about  which  you  oay 
hai^  heardt  *^l0   Tour  de  France'^  and  in  idiich 
several  different  countries  participate* 
This  one  today  is  less  grandiose,  but  will 
require  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  cyclists* 
They  are  to  bike  about  150  ndles  on  pretty 
rou^  country  and  through  occasional  showers 
(we  have  had  two  ailready  since  this  soming) 
little  drenchers  t  one  sdght  call  them,  idiich 
together  with  a  blistering  sort  of  a  wind 
add  to  the  difficulty  of  the  endeavour*  Th^j 
are  to  pass  by  Annaiay  around  1:00  p*a* 

Good  crop  of  cherries  but  no  straberries  at 
the  College. 
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Father  Wally  Piatt  mid  1  are  still  plugging 
aMay  in  preparation  for  the  oral  exass  i4iieh 
are  to  take  place  Jime  1^  and  l6*  At  least 
ve  hope  they  will  take  place*  It  depends  on 
ifhether  or  not  ve  vere  successful  on  the 
written  exams   of  May  2^  and  51*  We  assail 
find  out  the  results  next  week,  the  feast  of 
St.  BABil   to  be  exact.  We  are  bo^  growing 
a  bit  vMury  from  cmtairing  and  I  for  one  shall 
be  ffiost  happy  to  take  off  on  a  limg  homeward* 
bound  Journey* 

fhe  two  scholastics  t  Jacques  Deglesne  and 
Michel  Degl^ne,  are  hoiBe  with  their  parents 
just  now,  on  furlou^  as  it  were,  before 
laaTing  on  June  17th  for  Paris  and  thence 
seeiiards.  I  think  Father  Charles  Houae  is 
^ing  to  drive  us  to  ^aris  in  the  coiominity 
ear  as  he  has  soae  buying  to  do  there  and 
plans  on  taking  advantage  of  the  occasicm* 
It  will  save  us  paying  soimi  S^  in  train  fare 
and  %rill  certainly  be  more  pleasant* 

WiU  get  another  letter  c^f  to  you  before 
leaving*  Bhould  you  wish  to  send  any  yord 
to  ^aris  while  we  are  there  (June  17*21) 
the  address  %rill  be:  1  ruen  Jean  Dolent, 
Paris  Xlfk^   France* 


Paris,  June  21,  1936* 

Dimr  Hos,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Th±a  will  just  be  a  note  in  something  of  a 
hurry  since  we  are  taking  the  train  in  a 
few  fldnutes  to  Gherbcmrg  where  %ra  are  to 
erfjiaik  this  evening* 

Everything  is  going  well*  We  have  sepnt 
three  wonderful  days  sights-seeing  in  Paris  1 
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Ite  three  of  us  (Jacques  Deglesnet  Michel 
D^ltoe  and  a^rself )  are  worn  out  now.  so  f±W9 
days  of  restful  Toyage  will  coiro  in  handy. 


You  will  be  glad  to  hear  the  exmrns  went  off 
successfully  t  both  the  written  and  the  armlBi 
A  thousand  thanks  for  all  your  good  prayers* 
%e  degree  is  finished  now.  so  I  can  begin 
teaching  in  France  next  S^tember* 

flSMi  has  cone  to  us  frcHS  a  recent  pasi^agnr 
arriving  of  a  ston^y  sea.  so  I*Te  doubled 
ay  stock  of  pills*  %ey  better  work! 

See  jcfa  all  soon*  llie  handiest  would  be  for 
you  to  cose  to  the  Sesdnaryt  95  St.   Joseph 
Street  ar<»ind  noon  (shortly  before  or  after 
if  you  wish)  on  June  29*  We  ccmld  perhaps 
have  lunch  together  before  starting  out 
Idndsaywards  -*  eren  a  picnic  if  the  weather 
is  fine*  Bowerer.  1*11  leave  thos  plans  to 
you*  Whatever  you  decide  will  suit  me  fine* 

Sorry  to  sake  this  such  a  rushed  note,  but 
you  kn<»#  how  it  is  «  tains  and  boats  have  a 
habit  of  not  %adLting  for  pe^le* 


iUigast  5f  19^  181 

St«  Basil's  S^fldnary 
95  St*  Joseph  Street 
Tortmto^  Canada 
^indaj,  August  5f  1956« 

Dear  Mom^  I^d^  and  Eink^ 

Op«iing  reaaxto. 

In  about  an  hoards  tise  (2t30  p^n*)  a  carload 
of  us  is  going  up  to  Strawberry  Island,  one 
of  the  crew  being  Father  Blake  Coll  f ron 
Calgiury  vho  is  to  pz^each  the  Retreat  to  the 
s^olastics  up  there*  It  begins  this  evenings 
The  rest  of  the  carload  wiU  Just  be  ^ther 
priests  like  myself  who  %fant  a  vei^  of  rel- 
ative tranquility  in  which  to  get  some  work 
d<^e  for  the  opening  of  classes  this  Septemb- 
ber  while  everymie  else  will  be  busy  praying* 
We*ll  be  free  to  concentrate  on  the  work  to 
be  tau^t  in  school  next  year,  though  I 
shouldn*t  be  surprised  if  we  knock  off  every 
so  often  for  a  swim  in  the  laJce,  or  an  outing 
in  one  of  the  rowboata*  The  address  up  there 
is  Strawberry  Island,  P*0«  Box  HI*  Qrillia, 
Ontario^  Just  in  case  you  may  wish  to  send  a 
word*  1*11  be  coming  back  to  the  Seminary 
here  next  Saturday,  August  11* 

Jacques  Deglesne  and  Michel  DegUne  are  fine 
and  still  talking  about  their  visit  to  Lind- 
say, and  to  ^e  farms*  l^ey  really  found 
everyone  charmingt  end  consider  those  two 
days  the  best  they  have  sp^it  in  Canada  so 
far«  this  afternoon  they  are  going  into  the 
Novitiate  and  go  (m   retreat  this  evening  for 
ten  days* 

Clsing  remarks* 


9f  1956  182 


Strawberry  Island,  Qrlllia«  Ontario, 
P*0.  Box  111 
August  9»  1956. 

Dmut  Ifomt  Dad  and  Kink, 

Weather  le  pleasant  at  Strawberry  Island* 
Scholastics  are  filling  in  a  swasp  section 
that  has  been  a  breeding  ground  for  aosqui- 
toes.  It  is  a  long  tera  project* 

Tomorrow  1   shall  be  going  down  to  Toronto 
again.  It  would  have  be«i  possible  to  stay 
until  Sattirday,  but  I  may  have  to  pay  a 
▼isit  to  the  French  Steaia^ip  Lines  Office 
before  i^mday  to  arrange,  or  re«arrange,  ay 
passage  over.  Soaour  has  it  from  rerj  auth- 
entic sources  (none  other  than  Father  George 
Flahiff  hiiaself )  that  Father  George  Beaune 
will  haTe  to  leave  for  France  sooner  than 
we  had  plaxmod^     Apparently  there  are  several 
items  in  enmection  with  his  work  at  Annonay 
that  will  have  to  be  lined  up  sooe  two  %reeks 
before  the  op^aing  of  school,  and  were  he  to 
fs  orer  ^alth   ae,  he  would  only  arrive  there 
CBS  day  before  the  kids  coae  back*  So  our 
tickets  %iill  have  to  be  shuffled  soseiidiat, 
and  I  sh(»ild  like  to  see  about  the  possibility 
of  securing  a  single  cabin  as  soon  as  possible^ 
The   longer  one  puts  it  off  the  less  chance 
mie   has  of  getting  it* 

It  looks  as  though  I  shall  be  able  to  do 
weekend  work  at  Lindsay  on  Sunday,  August 
19*  At  least  Father  Laurence  Shook,  superior 
of  St*  Michael's  College  gave  ne  to  believe 
it  could  be  arranged*  S<8^one  from  the 
Basilians  has  to  go  down  to  replace  Father 
Dubbery  that  ^inday,  and  it  aay  as  weU  be  ae* 
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I  would  hacr0  to  he   thoro  Saturday  for  Con- 
fossionst  Saturday  ev^iing  probably,  unless 
Father  Carroll  prefers  it  earlier.  But  I^U 
give  jott  aoore  definite  word  <m  that  later* 
%ould  you  be  sliding  a  note  to  Sister  you 
Bd^t  aention  the  fact  so  that  e^e  can  plan 
en  staying  in  Lli^say  until  I  can  get  a 
idiance  to  see  her* 

Clewing  r^nrks# 


95  St*  Josejih  Street  t  Toronto  5t  totario 
Monday,  August  13f  1956. 

Dear  M<»t  ^<^t  An<i  Kink, 

Adooowledges  letter  %d.th  Mass  stipends* 
Fa^er  is  in  bed  %rith  a  sore  leg* 

Speaking  of  sailing  I  have  decided  to  go 
with  Father  Qeorge  Beaune  if  he  is  not  leaT* 
ing  too  early,  so  that  ^y  date  of  departure 
will  be  moved  up  scHsevhat*  Ve  were  going  to 
leave  cm  the  *^Ile  de  Fraoee**,  September  19  # 
but  ve  find  there  is  another  ship,  the  Flandre, 
sailing  on  September  13 1  and  ve  will  try  to 
secure  passage  on  it  if  possible*  Ve  were 
down  to  the  French  Lines  office  today  and 
the  agent  %ras  pretty  sure  we  wcmld  be  able 
to  Hdce  the  change*  They  are  to  let  us  know 
in  a  few  days*  In  that  case  I  ^lall  be  coo- 
ing down  sooner  than  September  1  in  order  to 
have  two  weeks  at  h<»Be  before  leaving*  I*bi 
not  sure  just  idiat  date  it  will  be,  but  prob- 
ably airound  August  25*  In  that  way  I  would 
be  going  back  to  Toronto  September  9th  and 
leaving  for  New  York  the  following  day^ 
SeptMiber  10th*  It  seems  there  is  a  visit  to 


August  13t  1956  184 

Ve  wmdm   to  our  school  and  college  in  Rochester 
en  the  %cay  do%in  to  New  York^   so  I  shall  be 
•pending  a  day  there  before  going  on  to  the 
port  of  departure*  I  h<^)e  that  the  new  sched- 
ule win  not  throw  a  wrench  in  your  plans  for 
a  f^Bodly  re-union  9  M<»*  We  could  still  have 
it  Septeober  9«  «ud  I  could  leare  in  the 
evening  to  go  bade  to  7or<»ito«  It  is  too 
bad  in  a  way  that  these  changes  hsTe  to  be 
made.     But  Father  Beaune  counted  so  mch  on 
Mking  the  trip  together^  as  I  did  myself, 
that  %re  figure  a  sailing  six  days  earlier 
will  be  a  better  soluticm  than  each  going 
over  individually*  And,  as  a  antter  of  fact, 
the  extra  tine  over  at  Annonay  before  classes 
start  will  prove  very  useful  for  both  of  us* 
It  will  take  soae  tiae  to  get  things  sort  of 
lined  up  before  the  kids  cone  back* 

Spent  five  hours  getting  doeunentst  etc*  for 
trip  to  France*  Retreat  begins  this  evening* 
Semazics  on  ifeather*  Arz«nge»ents  for  coning 
to  Iiindaay* 


Parist  "Hiursdayt  September  20,  1936«^ 

Dear  MoOt  Dad,  Kink,  and  aU, 

Op«:iing  rmmrkBm 

After  leaving  Qeorge  and  Anne  and  Kink  and 
Jne  at  the  S^ninary  amday  ni^tt  I  attended 
a  sen^U-of f  party  at  the  Institlite  of  Mediaeval 
Studies  and  then  off  to  Rochester  the  next 
noming  around  9^00  a*B*  I  had  a  grand  visit 
with  all  the  confreres  there,  bo^  at  the 
hig^  school,  Aquinas  Institute,  and  the  Col- 
lege, St*  John  Fisher*  After  spending  the 
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ni^t  there  I  caught  a  fast  train  to  Kew  York 
around  11:CX)  a«m««  getting  into  the  big  city 
about  6:00  p«B!«  There  Father  Oeorge  Beaone 
and  I  raced  around  seeing  what  «•  eoold  see 
in  two  days*  Ve  were  joined  on  the  second 
day  by  Father  Donal  O^Gorffian*  a  Basilian  %dxo 
will  be  studying  at  ^^olunbia  U^Tersity  this 
year*  Anong  other  things  we  took  a  lorely 
launch  tour  around  Manhattan  Island  t  a  tlirsa 
hour  ride  which  I  would  strongly  reeo— sad 
to  an3rone  of  y<m  ^o  ai^t  be  there  sosetiae* 
It  is  worth  the  time  and  sKsiey. 

Sailed  on  %ttraday,  September  13th »  <m  tte 
Flandre  and  was  sea  sick  most  of  the  tiae* 
Is  i^>a&ding  t%ro  days  in  f'aris  and  going  on 
to  Anncnayt  September  23rd«  Closing  reaaxto* 


College  du  Sacrd«Coeurt  ^nnonay 
Saturday,  October  27 t  1956^ 

Dear  McMSt  ^^Std^   and  Kink, 

A^GBOvledges  letters  and  Mass  stipends*  Glad 
to  hear  of  ia^roveesent  in  his  fa  therms  sore 
leg«  Cool  at  Ann<»iay  and  the  furnace  has 
been  lighted.  Visit  frc»i  a  graduate  of  the 
College  %dio  was  a  Bissiooary  priest  in  China 
and  had  been  expelled  by  the  Comwunists* 
Closing  reffiarks* 


Annonay,  Norenber  4,  19^  • 

Dear  Mob,  Dad,  and  Kink, 

Apologizes  for  not  haTing  written  sooner* 
School  on  holidays  froa  noon  of  Halloween 
for  All  Saints  and  All  Souls  days* 
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There  is  alwajs  a  lot  of  pariah  work  before 
t^e  feaat  of  All  Saints;  the  people  go  to 
eoBfeaaicm  ia  great  numbers  on  the  erot  and 
assist  at  the  Masses  and  services  for  the 
dead  &x  November  1st  and  2nAm     Nearly  all  the 
^^Kif^res  were  cut  helping  in  the  parishes 
mom%yh9rm*    For  soiae  reasca  I  vaaa^t  ealled 
OB»  Father  George  Beaune  went  out  to  a  ontU 
country  church  not  far  f r<HS  Anncmay  and  stayed 
over  night  in  a  tupical  French  rural  rectory^ 
It  ifasn^t  exactly  vbat  he  has  been  used  to  in 
Canadai  bat  he  mub  glad  of  the  <»eperience  and 
told  us  aaay  an  anaaing  story  vhen  he  caaie 
back. 

Obsersations  on  world  ev^itSf  particularly 
in  Hungary* 


Collige  du  Sacre-Coeurt  Annonay^  Ard^che, 
Ifoodayt  November  12*  19^» 

Dear  HoBt  Dad^  and  Kink, 

Once  a^^dn  sorry  for  delay  in  sending  letter* 
Acknowledges  letter  with  Haas  stipends*  Glad 
to  hear  of  good  weather  ia  Canada* 

^^s  ccnadng  Sunday  I  have  to  give  a  sermon 
at  the  parish  church  here  on  a  s^ibject  I 
dcQ*t  know  a  great  deal  about,  the  Hed  Cross* 
It  seeott  the  Anncaiay  branch  is  having  a 
special  Mass  and  of  course  must  have  a  aanMii| 
so  the  sad  lot  has  fallen  on  me*  13iat  is 
why  I  have  been  a  bit  slow  about  answering, 
and  idiy  this   letter  is  really  cmly  a  note* 
Heoct  time,  ^^esp^rcms**  it  will  be  a  bit  more 
substantial* 
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College  du  Saere-Coeart  Armoitfgr 
Koresber  20*  19^* 

Dear  Wmt^   Dad^  and  Kizik, 

Apologizes  for  another  tardy  letter* 

Veil  the  seraoQ  has  cone  and  gone*  I  gave 
it  for  better  or  %forse  aand  to  a  very  packed 
ehureh  on   the  oeoasicm  of  the  Red  Cross* 
annual  appeal  for  funds*  It  is  a  relief  to 
haire  it  over  as  a  lot  of  tine  was  required 
in  its  prexjaration*  Knoidug  as  little  about 
the  organization  in  general «  let  alone  in 
France*  I  had  to  readhup  a  certain  amount  of 
facts*  all  of  which  were  very  interesting  but 
time-absorbing  as  well*  along  with  oae*s 
reffllar  teaching  schedule* 

Students  are  writing  exass  this 


The  kids  are  gradually  learning  a  bit  of 
Khglii^*  Today  I  brcni^t  an  alarm  do^ 
into  class  and  we  worked  at  how  to  tell  the 
tiwi  in  Ehglish*  7&ey  couldn't  imderstand 
why  we  should  say  for  4:15*  **it  is  a  quarter 
past  four***  %diereas  at  4:30  we  drop~the  "a*^ 
and  say*  ''it  is  half  past  four'**  Little 
curiosities  like  that  are  not  easy  to  ex- 
plain; nor  is  it  cuLways  possible*  or  bv&ol 
necessary*  I  sooetiaes  have  to  tell  them  as 
a  last  resort*  **I  don't  know  why;  tat  that's 
the  way  we  say  it*  and  that's  that***  French 
has  plenty  of  such  diffimilties*  some  of 
t^iich  I  eaiioj  pulling  out  of  the  bag  wh^Ei  they 
think  English  is  ispoBsible* 

Closing  remarks  touch  on  lovely  weather  in 
France  and  express  hope  that  Indian  Summer  is 
still  at  Lindsay* 

e  •  e 
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CoUi^  da  Sa^r^-CoeuTt  ^miaoMj^   Ard§che« 
ftefldajt  D«e«^r  Ut  19^« 

Dear  MoBt  Dad,  and  Kixikt 

Acknofvledgea  two  letters  axid  Chrlstaas  gift 
froa  Aunt  Harj*  French  postof flee  ea^^loyeea 
take  their  tiii»  delivery  Chrlstaas  parcels, 
any  tiae  up  to  the  middle  of  February*  Glad 
to  hear  that  the  Catholic  ^oaen*s  League  Tte 
¥BB  a  success* 

Christaas  isn*t  far  off  now*  Our  boys  are 
writing  their  tera  exaas  these  dajSt  which 
aarks  will  go  on  the  Christaas  reports* 
Classes  continue  as  usual,  so  the  semester 
comes  to  an  end  in  the  midst  of  both  class 
pr«parati(m  and  correcting  of  ps.-pers*     Evei^* 
thing  has  to  be  cleared  up  by  Saturday  nocn, 
Deeeaber  22  which  means  we  shall  be  free  of 
scholastic  duties  as  soon  as  the  kids  get 
cut*  We  are  alsK>st  all  going  to  differmit 
parishes  here  and  there  to  help  the  cur6s 
oat*  I  shall  be  at  Xaaastre  for  midni^t 
Mass,  hearing  ecafessions  the  eve,  preaching 
and  probably  saying  cne  or  two  of  the  parish 
Masses  (mChristaas  day* 

A^cs  if  Kink  is  going  an   the  8<mthem  trip 
she  was  planning  some   tiae  ago* 

Bad  a  letter  this  ve^   faroa  one  of  the  French 
novices,  Michel  Degltoe*  Both  he  and  Jacqpea 
Deglesne  az^  very  happy,  have  even  p«it  ca 
wei^t*  %ey  would  love  to  receive  a  card 
f^rosi  you  at  Christaoas,  if  you  think  of  it* 
The  address  would  be  V»asr8m   Jacques  Deglesne 
and  Michel  Degline,  St*  Basil^s  Novitiate, 
fiichaond  Hill,  (kitario,  R*H,  #  1*  He 
Inquired  after  you  all* 
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College  du  Sacre^-CoeuTt  Annooay 
Tuesdayt  December  l8«  1956« 

Dear  Mo«t  Dad^  and  Kink«  and  all* 

Sends  Qirlstoaa  greetings  to  all»  The  prac«» 
tice  of  sending  cards  in  France  is  not  wide-* 
spread  and  it  is  hard  to  find  cards*  Acknov* 
ledges  card  and  gift  from  Lou  and  Jean* 

Students  are  impatient  for  the  close  of 
school  at  noon  on  Saturday  coming* 

Next  Sunday  I  ^lallWce  the  bus  for  lamastret 
a  city  sc^th  and  vest  of  Annonay«  about  fifty 
milest  where  I  shall  help  out  with  the  Con« 
fessienst  ate*  Monday  and  Tuesday*  So  if 
the  next  letter  is  a  bit  slow  in  coming 
yoa*ll  understand*  I  shcmld  be  back  in 
Annci^y  soi&etime  Wednesdayt  and  shall  be 
here  for  the  rest  of  the  holidays* 

Did  you  hear  of  the  death  of  Father  Josepii 
TiaamB   of  St*  Michael*  s  College  School? 
He  Wtts  only  kk^     A   blood  clot  in  the  lung 
stnu^  him  down  some  weeks  ago  and  althou^ 
▼ery  weakened »  everyone  thou^t  he  would 
recover*  But  it  developed  into  corosiary 
thr<Msbosis  and  took  him  at^ty  in  a  matter  of 
minutes*  He  is  a  big  loss  to  the  Hi^  School 
•8  he  would  certainly  have  succeeded  Father 
Basil  Began  shortly  as  Principal* 

Closing  remazics* 


December  26,  19^  190 

CoUSge  du  Saer^^oeur,  knnoamj^ 
December  26,  1956 ♦ 

Dear  Hoqi«  Dad«  and  Kiskt 

Opening  reoarks* 

Saturday  last  \ma  an  exciting  aoming  for  the 
studenta*  Thank  havens  I  didb^^t  hare  any 
class  in  the  forenoon:  the  other  teasers 
tell  ne  the  lads  were  very  restless*  At  U 
o'clock  they  vere  all  grouped  in  the  large 
study  hall  vhere  the  Director  of  Studies  read 
out  the  results  of  their  examinations*  That* 
of  course*  was  pleasant  f<^  soae*  and  Iabs 
so  for  others  iidio  didn't  quite  make  the  grada 
in  certain  subjectst  and  most  uncomfortable 
for  a  few  poor  unfortunates  who  didn't  cone 
close  to  making  the  grade  in  anything*  lliere 
are  always  a  few  in  that  category*  You  mi^t 
be  interested  in  the  Bhglish  results:  in  mj 
class  of  beginners  15  out  of  25  were  success-* 
ful;  among  the  seccmd  year  kids  in  one  class 
10  out  of  2k  got  through t  and  in  the  other 
class  10  out  of  l6  passed*  Since  I  both  set 
the  «3cams  and  corrected  the  papers  you'll 
think  either  I  am  very  severe  or  the  boys  are 
not  too  strong  in  inglish*  Probably  both  of 
these  factors  enter  into  the  picture*  In  any 
ease,  the  marks  are  always  rather  low  at 
Christmas  and  I  do  believe  in  keeping  a  hi^ 
standard  rather  than  a  mediocre  or  ridicul- 
ously  low  one*  A  certain  number  of  those  who 
failed  were  close  to  the  line  and  should  puU 
themselves  into  position  before  the  finals 
in  June, 

Sorthly  after  the  departure  of  the  kids  we  went 
to  work  in  earnest  on  the  crib  or  cribs«  for 
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ve  piat  tip  tvOt  one  in  the  College  Chax>elt 
and  one  in  the  sain  parlour*  Sose  of  the 
boys  who  were  not  able  to  take  a  bus  hos» 
tmtil  late  or  in  the  evening  helped  ub  c<m<-^ 
siderably,  and  of  course*  were  only  too  glad 
to  be  of  service*  Despite  our  best  efforts 
we  were  onlj  able  to  finish  the  one  in  the 
chapel  before  going  to  parish  w<MPk  early 
GhristiAs  eve*  I  went  down  to  laanstret  a 
town  of  eoae  3f500  people  to  sdles  s<m^  of 
here*  lonediately  on  arriving  there  at  9*30 
a*B*  I  joined  the  cur4  and  his  assistant  in 
^e  confessional  (they  had  begun  hearing  at 
7:00  a*Q*)  and  we  heard  until  12:15*  and 
after  lunch  frcaa  2:00  p*m.  until  7:30  p*«*t 
and  a(|ain  fros  11:00  till  oidnii^t*  The 
eori  sang  the  High  Hass  at  aidni^t  before 
a  church  packed  to  the  doors  and  ^e  assis** 
tant  and  I  gave  Holy  Cosssunion  for  a  good 
twenty  minutes*  I  think  at  least  800  people 
■oat  have  received*  We  heard  confessions 
again  in  the  saoming*  8  to  9  a*B*  I  said 
two  of  siy  l^asses  at  9:30  and  10:00  a*m*  (the 
first  of  vdxich  1  offered  for  yo«)  and  the 
thirds  a  High  Mass,  at  10:30,  preaching  and 
also  at  the  9:00*  After  Vespers  at  3:CX)  p*au 
I  caught  a  bus  bade  to  Anncmay  and  i^all  be 
here  now  for  the  rest  of  the  holidays*  So 
there  is  about  the  regular  schedule  of  all 
the  professors  of  the  College  for  Christaas* 
It  was  very  ^ajoyable  th<»ig^  a  bit  fatiguing* 
Ve  have  a  chance  now  to  rest  up  a  bit  before 
school  op^is  a^dja. 

Received  your  good  letter.  Moat,  written  a  week 
or  so  bef <»re  Christoas  and  containing  a  gift 
of  S5«00|  mj  sincere  thanks,  but  persit  mm   to 


o.^^ 


8«7  70a  should  not  ha^e  sent  it*  for  yoar 
needs  certainly  exceed  sine*  I  also  received 
jottr  soire  recent  letter  containing  the  tvo 
Mhm  stipends*  Qianks  also  for  that  one^ 
and  rest  assured  that  such  a  request  is  no 
incocTenience  whaterert  it  is  <m  the  contrary 
a  pleasure*  Tell  Mary  when  you  see  her  that 
I  i^ball  say  the  Itess  this  vmA  scmetine* 

The  ?^ilia»ti  has  been  siost  generous  these  days 
bringing  ae  a  miMk^r  of  letters  which  nov  font 
a  ^msid^rable  stack  on  ay  deedc*  and  which  I 
hope  to  answer  this  very  we^« 

Our  weather  is  alsost  id^dt  just  chilly 
«I0U|^  to  keep  a  light  covering  of  snow  fro« 
disappearing*  This  n^mingt  h<^ever,  a 
sleet  storta  sort  of  wrecked  things,  and  left 
the  streets  and  roads  very  dangerous* 

Hope  you  are  all  well,  and  that  everyone 
enjoyed  the  great  feast*  ^bmi  you  have  ti«e 
I  know  you  will  write  and  tell  ae  all  about 
it*  In  the  aeantiBe,  best  to  all  hands  and 
in  particular  a  very  Happy  and  Holy  !few  Tear* 

Sincerely  in  Our  Lord, 

TT0   &evin 


(Transcribed  from   the  originals  kept  by  Mrs 4 
Kirley) 


I      N      D      S      Z 


I  n  d  «  X  19^ 


ALSXAHl^m  Hit  P<>P«  (d^llBDt  attended 

aeeration  of  the  church  of  St*  6«nHdiiP» 
des-Pris  in  PariB»  ll63t  56 

AXaL  Saints  Day*  obeervance  in  Paris t  1^ 

AKSTI^SDAMt  Holland »  128 

JtaBM7t  Franest  ^ 

AimaiATt  France^  81 

APP£IIXN£  Hoimtainst  70 

jyOBSt  ftascst  ^1 

AHmsnCS  Day  celebration  in  Ijoom^  1955t  3^ 

ASSISIt  Italy,  71 

ASSOTPTICai  toiTersity,  WindsOT^  9^ 

AI8I?  Kate«  death  of,  119 

AVIOm^N,  France,  kl 

BASIL»  St*  (329?-379)t  91 

BASIUAH  Fathers,  appointa^its  1955f  13l 

O^ieral  Chapter  195^f  96;  ordinati<»i  la 

June  1^,  98|  reunion  1955f  1^9 
BASILIAN  Fathers  of  Annmiay,  1D8;  family 

aidrlt*  120 
fmwm^  Gewge  Edward  (1926-        }«  182,  183« 

184,  186;  sailed  for  France  <m  the  Flandre 

in  ^ptesber  19^6,  lS5;  sightseeing  in  Rev 

Toxic  Cityt  September  1956*  185 
BENEDICTINES  in  I^ris»  56 
BESliSt  Snitsserland,  93 
BLAKNDY  Castle,  Ireland,  101 
BONDY,  Louis  Joseph  (l89^        )t  1H»  176; 

IHxector  of  Gbraduate  Studiest  1^ 
B£IIDQ£  of  Si^is,  Venice,  69 
Bl3C3U3¥jiBAH  Palace,  Londcmt  changing  of  the 

guard,  104 
KWKAH^JTI,  Michel  Angelo  (1^75-1564),  76 1 

paintings  in  the  Sistine  Chapel,  84 

CADIZ^  Spalin^ 

GALIAGHAN,  John  (d.  195^),  55 
CANADA  House,  jAmdoa^  10? 
CANADIAN  College,  Rcrae,  62,  7^ 
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CANTICIB  of  the  Sun,  73 

CARS,  Henry  (l880-1963)»  teaching  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  British  Colusd^iat  112 

CAM  Eallt  St.  Michael's  College,  TcnrontOt 
opened  in  19^,  112 

CARIK)ILt  Cyril  J*  (1900-         ),  pastor  of  Oar 
Lady  of  the  Porificaticm  Fari^,  Lindsay , 

183 
CATACOHBS  at  St.  Agnes  Church,  ^sae,  86|  of 

St»  CaUixtuSt  77 
CKILIA,  St»»  78|  tool)  in  St.  Mary  lUijor^  l^mst 

85 

CHA20r  BiTer,  St*  Alban,  I38 

CHIIJ>EBERT  ni  (King  of  France,  d.  711)  56 

CLARA  of  Assisi,  St.  (d.l253)f  71t  72 

ci^aearr  ?,  Pope  (i26o?-i3i^)«  te 

CmiBALOUGH,  oonastery  in  Ireland  founded  by 

St*  Kevin,  91 
(XHJI,  Jelm  Ckiistopher  (1899-1963)  #  %>.f  9^ 
COLL,  Edward  Blake  (1907-1961),  preached 

annual  retreat  for  scholastics  at  Straw- 
berry Island,  August  19^f  iBl 
COLO^iE,  Qwaany,  128 
COKBT,  Abb^,  ccmdxicted  tcAir  of  the  church  of 

Saint  Etienne  du  Mont,  5^ 
COKFUS  Christi  celebration  at  Notre  Daise  dn 

Travail  Parish,  Paris,  95 
COry^  Mrs.  Ren^  (d.l955)f  15^ 
C01K5HLIR,  Hubert  Patrick  (1902-    ),  91f  1^1 

Superior  of  graduate  students,  I6 
CI«)«ER,  Robert  William  (1925-    )t  visit  to 

Ann<»iay,  Jtrne  1955 1  135 
CBOSS^   Lawrence  J.,  visit  to  Annonay,  I856,  I65 

DEFHOQUS,  Le,  French  isovie,  5^ 

DBSLSKE,  Michel  Etienne  (1935-    )t  179f  1^; 
to  ^iter  Canadian  Novitiate,  177;  entered 
St.  Basil*s  Novitiate,  Hichaond  Hill, 
August  5,  1956,  l8l|  in  Novitiate  Deceviber 
1956t  188  "" 
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CEGIlsISNE^  Jacques  Joseph  (1935-    )t  179$ 
180|  to  enter  Canadian  NoTitiatet  177; 
entered  St*  Beisil^s  Novitiate^  Hidusond 
Hill»  August  5»  l856t  l8l|  at  Rovitiatet 
December  1956 t  188 

DII^IEH,  l^dolpb  Steph^  (1906«  }f  visit  to 
Parist  «8iy  195^*  71 

DlJC^t  France  9  62 

DILLC»I»  Joseph  Patrick  (l897*1953)r  ^«d  in 
October  1953*  1^ 

DCMINICANS^  three  provincials  supprwrsed  and 
others  recioved  froo  teachingt  France  195^t 
52 

DaiOHiilR,  Tom^   visit  to  Portu^l  and  Spain t 
Easter  1956,  172 

DC^O?AK»  »ichard  Bertran  (1923-    )t  12*  17f 
36,  kk^  62,  65t  9^t  lllf  121|  leaving  for 
Spain  to  do  research  toir   thesia«  J^ie 
195^»  85;  living  in  Paris^  1955-5^,  5; 
■ade  retreat  at  Haredsous  Abbe;f  in  Holy 
Week  1955f  128;  said  Midnight  Mass  in  m 
ccmventt  Paris t  December  25  ♦  1953,  3^1 
visit  to  Belgiiw  and  Holland  at  Easter 
1955»  126,  127;  visit  to  French  Basilians 
at  Christwao  1953f  29 

DOfiSEIt  Joseph  Barrett  (1915*^    )#  teaches 
Ihgli^  at  St*  Kichael^s  College,  Toronto* 
9^;  to  represent  the  Ifeivereity  of  Toronto 
at  an  educational  conference  in  Dublin  t 
July  1^*  80|  visit  to  Parist  itey  195^t  80 

DHOinLLARD,  Clarence  Joseph  (1921-*  ),  159; 
studying  in  Paris,  1955-56 ♦  158;  visit  to 
Spain  and  Portugal*  Easter  1956,  170ff 

0OBBURY,  L.M,*  l82 

SCOLE  BLblique,  JerusalMit  155 
QIGLISH  language*  escperi^aces  of  Father  K*J* 
Kirley  teaching  French  students*  18? 
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EPITAIXJH,  tetolne  (1873-1965) »  151 
SnAHDt  Paul,  Saintt  tosb  in  St.  Mary  Hajor 
Bttsllieat  S<»»t  83 


nmiSGANt  lN;^f  Itegr.^  Carri^caBeross,  Ire<» 
landt  102,  106 

FIlfZPATOK^,  Sister  DeSales,  33 

FICTPATHICSt  Margaret  (d.l^3)t  33 

FLAHIFFt  Cteorge  Benrard,  Al^*«  (1905-         >f 
96,  103t  168^  l82|  presided  over  reiinioci 
eeremmy  of  the  Baslli^i  Fathers »  Anncmayt 
Septesaber  1955 1  1^1  visit  to  France  in 
Sept«ber  1955t  1^,  1^7.  1^»  150*  151| 
▼isit  to  the  Kirley  faadly  in  Lindsay »  137 

FliEOBIt  (Grandma,  axmiversary  of  death  ixi 
February  5tht  ^9 

FIOHl^KSIt  description  of  city,  70 

FORSSTELIt  JaMS  Terence  (1925-         )»  59f  7K 
87  {  lent  dry  clothes  to  Father  Kevin 
Kirley,  Holy  Thursday  195^»  78;  training 
in  Scripture^  1^1;  travels  in  Upper  Egyptf 

255 
FOYER  de  l^Studiant  Cathdique,  Strasbourgt 

France,  1^2 
FOIEE,  SACSHDOTALt  Icfmm,  Frmee^  HI,  123j 

de«;riptic»i  of,  11^ 
FBARCE,  voting  procedures  in  gmieral  elec* 

tiocc,  159ff 
TRUmiS  of  Assisi,  St.  (Il8l?-1226),  71 
FRE5HAI,  Pierre,  French  movie  actor,  5^ 

aa?E\rA,  adltzerland,  visit  to  in  toy  1955t  129 

(SWC^^  Italy,  ez^  8S 

GffifiLIEB,  Pierre,  Cardinal  (l880-1965)f  124| 

resieasbered  the  Marian  Congress  in  Ottawa, 

222 
GIBSCai,  Arthur  (1922*         ),  79 
aUM>ALC^GHt  Irish  monastery  founded  by  St« 

Kevin,  100 


I  &  d  •  z  198 

GUHLOTIN,  JosejOi  Ignace  {1738-l8l^)»  57 
QUIKI^  Aida,  125 
GUJSflDGE^  MEc*  9^ 

HACTBCCMBB^  Bwaedictine  Abbey»  rde  in  the 
eelebratlon  of  the  3XXX)  anniversary  of 
the  Besilica  of  St*  ^fertin  d^^ijaAj^ 
1955t  15^ 

imkCVhkTli  Coaeeption  Feast «  illusiinatioas  in 
IjroQS  on  Deceiaber  8th«  116^  117 

INSTITUTION  Seccaidaire  dii  Sacr^-Coeurt  tenonayt 
81,  162;  building  a  tennis  coart  in  October 
19^3*  132;  eelebratioi  of  patronal  feast 
in  1956 t  178;  closed  for  Christsas 
on  Deeraber  23«  1936«  190;  closing 
oisas  in  July  1955%  137?  in  the  care  of 
the  Diocese  of  Viviers  for  nearly  fifty 
years «  17^;  students  retreat  in  October 
1955t  :i52ff 

DTTERLAKKI^  Sifitaerland,  62,  90»  92 

JE^IKINS^  Michael,  123;  received  into  the 

Catholic  Church t  132 
JUKG^RAU  acKintaint  92 

JUSTBft  Saint,  tai^  in  St.  Mary  Ifeijor  Basilica, 
83 


KEUJfy  Janes  Scott  (1924«  },  treasurer  at 
St.  Basil's  Seminary,  TorontOt  19K5-'5^t  28 

KmnEDY^  Vincent  Lome  (1899-         )»  1^ 

KEOH,  Saint  (d.  622),  91 

KZm^Y  (Kerley)t  Peter,  Clonseady,  Ireland, 
106 

KILLEN,  John  J*  <d.l955)«  131 

KIT?LKg,  Kevin  John  (1926*  )^  appointed  to 
France  for  a  third  year,  124ff ;  attended 
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KXRUnr,  Kevin  John  (cont^d) 

St*  attache  Church  in  Paris  for  Midnigjit 
itat88»  Christiaas  1953^  3^1  began  classes 
at  the  Ilniversity  of  I^ons  in  November 
195^t  1131  buylag  tidket  for  visit  to 
Canada  in  suaner  of  1956*  162|  Christaas 
woHc  at  laoastret  19?6«  191;  continoMt  ob 
gra^iate  steadies  in  1955-56,  15^;  crowdsd 
train  trip  from  Annecy  to  Paris,  January 
195^f  ^5|  deiwripti<m  of  trip  during  the 
Christeas  season  1953 f  39ff I  description 
of  journey  from  Rome  to  Paris^  Easter 
195^t  62ff I  difficulties  with  idtentity 
card,  116;  examinaticmc,  92^  93f  ^t  96, 
98^  X50.  131,  132,  133t  153t  177»  179; 
esperience  at  Hissioeiary  Seminary  in  Genoa, 
89|  helped  at  the  parish  of  Le  Cheylard 
during  Holy  We^,  1956,  l69*  ITOf  ITlf  172| 
made  retreat  at  Mareds<»2S  Abbey  during 
Holy  Weekt  1955 1  128;  permission  to  sp^id 
soflBer  of  195^  in  the  British  Isles,  91; 
plans  for  visit  to  Canada  in  th<^  sumc»r  of 
1956 1  168;  preached  sen^aa  on  occasion  of 
the  annual  appeal  for  funds  by  the  Red 
Cross  in  Ann<»iay,  November  1956*  187; 
received  liicence  ha  Lettres  degree  in  June 
1956,  180 ;  registration  difficu tiles  at 
the  Sorb<»me^  October  1953»  10;  registration 
at  the  Sorbcaine  is  only  temporary,  15; 
registration  becoses  official,  December 
1953t  31;  residence  for  195^55,  HI; 
returned  to  Fjrance  cm   the  Flandre  in 
S^t«iber  1956,  185?  role  of  Father  Joto 
KiUen  in  his  vocation,  131|  aaid  Mass  at 
the  tomb  of  St.  Peter  in  St»  Peter^s  Bas- 
ilica, 195^f  84;  saw  Holy  Father  on  Sunday 
(Easter)  195^,  81;  sightseeing  in  New  York 
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Kirley^  Kevin  J<^m  (cont'd) 

Cityt  Septeal>er  19^t  ^9l  studying  for 
L  hi  L  degree^  125;  sunsner  plans  1955f  l^lff ; 
trarel  arrangenscits  for  irisit  to  Canada  in 
the  stufloer  of  1956«  176;  visa  diffieultiea 
at  ^e  P<a*tugaese  border «  1956 1  17^;  Msit 
to  Aquinas  Institute,  Rochester «  in  Sep  tern- 
ber  1956^  18^|  visit  to  Bel^xua,  Holland 
and  Gerosnyt  Easter  1955%  127ff |  visit  to 
Fatiaa  in  Portugal^  September  1953t  2| 
visit  to  French  Basilians,  Christoas  1^3f 
29;  visit  to  Ireland^  sucaaer  195^f  lOlff ; 
visit  to  Lourdest  September  1953»  2;  visit 
to  the  pilgrimage  of  the  cross,  1^7;  visit 
to  Ro»,  Easter  195^,  58ff ;  visit  to  St* 
John  Fisher  College,  Hochester,  N^Y., 
i^taaber  1956,  l8^;  visit  to  Portu^l  and 
Spain,  1956,  170,  172 

Kirley^  Sister  Mary  Agnes,  90 

ftirley,  Kichael  Gerard  {19^«-    ),  not  well, 
October  1953,  ^ 

KIHUIT,  Hrs«  Fjrancis,  birthday  on  February 
12th,  50,  165;  won  big  prize  at  the  St» 
BaidJL*s  Setsinary  Auxiliary's  Bridge, 
October  1953f  20 

KIRLKY  fafflily  history,  102,  1Q5 

ELEH,  Leo  Jer<»ie  (1913-    )f  121,  1^1;  to  spend 
1954-55  in  Paris,  80;  visit  to  tononay,  June 
1955f  132,  133f  13^;  visit  to  Ro«e,  Easter 
1955t  126,  127 

LAHAIHE,  Michael,  Lind^sty  young  san  who  visited 
Father  Kevin  Kirley  in  Paris,  October 
1953t  16 

LANPHIER,  ChaiM  B.  (1902-1959)  t  75 

LAVAL  de  Montaorency,  Francois  Xavier  de,  %>•, 
(I623-I708),  consecrai;ed  in  the  church  of 
St.  Gera&iji-des-Prte,  Paris,  57 
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lAltfHENCEt  Bt»t  relics  of  Ms  nartyrdom  in  St. 

Mary  Major  Basilica »  Rooe«  83 
LeBELt  Bttgwie  Carlisle  (1899-         )♦  9^ 

niVESQIIE,  Mr.  mid  Krs.t  ^rora  Starge<»i  Falla^ 

Ontario*  90 
USBCai^  Portugal,  3 
USISDX*  France,  1 

LQBSCmSR  faailyt  Be^mhaa^  £hgland,  1^ 
t£m(M^  England,  description  of «  107 
WSSDISS^  France,  1,  2 
lilCSmii:^  Stfitserlandt  65 
LIC^S,  France,  centre  of  terian  devotion,  25^ 

McAIILE;!,  John  Vincent,  Msgr.  (1&80»1956},  20, 
2^,  113,  158,  157,  l66i  death  of,  162,  2£3f 
16^ 

Me(X)HlCJXL,  Ednund  Joseph  (I89I-         },  20,  79t 
112$  preached  aensmi  at  funeral  of  R^gr* 
Jt^m  McAuley,  l£k;  visit  to  Mrs#  Kirley 
in  Noveiaber  1955 1  28 

McGOLDKICK,  Frank,  Dundrua,   Ireland,  99 

JfcLAUGliLIfl,  Terence  PatriiOc  (1903-         )•  ^^ 
59,  84;  c«i  way  to  Basilian  General  Cliap- 
ter,  June  195^  t  96;  viciit  to  Jimioimy  in 
March  1956,  I67,  169;  vi^t  to  Annonay 
in  May  1956,  17^,  175 

MAISdf  SBint<-Joset>h,  Annonay,  109t  1^ 

MAUOA^  f^pain,  5 

MALLBY,  Eugene  Robert  (192^    )t  59t  63t  7*t 

80 1  visit  to  Portugal  and  Spain,  Beptember 

1953f  9;  visit  to  the  Kirley  family  in 

Lindsay,  l£k 
MALLET,  John  D»,  priest  of  the  diocese  of 

Rochester,  N.T.,  end  brother  of  Father 

Baggie  Malley,  80 
MAILON,  m^  Vinc«it  (1910-    ),  1^5;  visit 

to  AnnoDsy,  June  1955*  13^ 
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NARDI  OrtkB  holidajTB  for  schools  in  Tronce^ 

121 
KABEDSOOS  ABB£Y«  Belgium^  128 
!fAHBOCCX)t  Fk'ancis  Anthony,  B{>«  (1915-*        )# 

168 
MARTTIS  Shrine,  Midland,  Ontario,  14? 
MIQiAKLAflGKljO,  see,  Buonarroti,  Michel  Angela 
MILAN,  Italy,  65,  66 
mSTRAL,  Frangois,  l6th  century  Fjrench  poet, 

kl 
HQLGNEI,  Patrick  (lBl>l880},  12k 

IIIKES^  France,  descriptl<»i  of,  kO 

NOHfH  Aaerican  College,  Hoae,  83 

HOXRS  teae  Cathedral,  Paris,  description  oft 

^7 
WCfSBE  Dane  de  la  Fourri^re,  lycn,  117 
nOTHS  Saae  du  Travail,  Paris,  a  cold  church, 

^1  parish  iidiere  Basilians  stayed  in  the 

early  1950*s,  14|  Corpus  Christi  celeb- 

raticn,  95 

0*BRI£li,  Patrick,  sacristan^  St*  Mary^s  Qmrch, 

Senai^,  Ireland,  110 
©•GORMAN,  Oeorge  Dcaial  (1923-    )#  studying 

at  Colusahia  University,  New  Tox^  City, 

1956-57t  185 
OTHHIX),  opera,  119 

PANICI,  noted  Jesoiit  preacher,  22 
PAPAL  blessing  for  Mr»  and  Mrs*  Kirley,  63 
PAfilSf  France,  description  of,  25ff 
PASCAL,  Blaise  (l62>-l662}t  buried  in  the 

church  of  St«  Etienne  du  Mont,  Paris,  3k 
FETIOT,  Jean  Luc,  135 
PISA,  Italy,  62;  leaning  tover,  88 
Pras  X,  Saint,  Pope  (1835-191^)  t  77 
ttATT,  Philip  Wallace  (1925-    )t  lUf  113» 
119t  121,  12^,  128,  131,  132,  13^,  1^, 
1^3t  1^5t  l^t  156,  161»  177,  1791  ap- 
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PUTT^  phi  lip  Wallace  (cont*d) 

pointed  local  councillor  of  the  Basilian 
Fatherst  iamoBB:^^   1^;  appointed  to  gradii«» 
ate  studies  in  France «  103;  candidate  for 
the  Uemiee  is  Lettrest  80t  125;  visit  to 
Booe,  Easter  195?t  l^t  ^^t  visit  to 
P^ttUQBd  and  Bpalnt  Easter  19?6»  170,  173 

POOH  Clares,  72 

POUZOLt  Fdlix  Jules  (1911-    },  l£0 

PRINCIPE,  Weater  Henry  (1922«    )»  10 

BACINE,  Jean  teptiste  (l639**l699}t  torled  in 
the  church  of  St*  Etlenne  du  Iksitt  PariSf 
3h 

BAFTISt  Janes  iUabrose  (1922-*    ),  finished 
thesis  for  doctorate  at  Caisbaridge  Itoiiver- 
slty,  aigland,  Febrary  195^t  51;  visit  to 
ParlSf  February  1953t  51;  will  teach  at 
the  Pontifical  Institute  of  Mediaeval 
Studies,  Toronto,  52 

BED  Cross,  Annonay,  senson  at  annual  appeal 
for  f lands,  November  1956,  preached  by 
Father  Kevin  Kirley,  18? 

SSQAN,  Herbert  Basil  (1912-1958),  Principal 
of  St*  Michael's  College  School,  Torcaito, 
189 

REMEMBBANCE  Day,  observance  in  Paris,  1953f  21 

SHEIMS,  Cathedral,  1 

J^HERf,  Uen6   Adrien  (1925*    )t  visit  to 
Fathers  Richard  Donovan  and  Kevin  Kirley 
in  Paris,  November  1953,  19 

ROBIN,  Sttlplcian  priest  %^o  ccaiducted  tour  of 
the  Roman  Forum  and  the  Palatine,  Holy 
Saturday  195^t  79 

SOCHIGIfHIX,  Csnon,  retreat  preacher  for  the 
Basilian  Fathers,  Annonay  1955,  1^ 

K»ffi,  descripticm  of,  60ff 

ROUME,  Charles  Uca  Iac  (1901-1966},  1^3} 
Si;qperlor  of  the  Basilian  Fathers  in  An- 
nonay, 150;  visit  to  Paris,  June  1956,  179 
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BUSSIAN  Delegaticm  of  Agriculturalists*  report 
of  an  incident  during  their  Tisit  to 
Canada*  14?,  1^9 

BIAN  family,  B^ar  Cross,  Ireland,  101 

S&CHSD  Baart  Basilica,  Itaitiaarte,  Paris, 

studaat  pilgriiM^sa  to,  Deceober  1953 1  37 
SiUJRia)  Heart  Church,  Grenoble,  France,  kk 
teiat  Agnes  Qiun^,  R&Be^  86 
SAI87«Alban«»sous  Bampscsi,  Ard^che,  France, 

111,  l8l 
SAINT  iUisela^s  Ifooastery,  Ho«e,  77 
SAINT  fiasil^s  Church,  Lanastre,  1^3 
SAINT  Basil* s  Sesinary,  Toronto,  168 
SAINT  Callixtus,  catacombs  of,  description 

of  visit  to,  77 
SAINT  Clement's  Church,  Rome^   conducted  by 

Iriidi  Dominicans,  8^ 
SAINT  Sustache  Church,  Paris,  36 
SAINT  Qermain««des-Pr^s  Church,  Paris,  descrip«» 

tion  and  history,  ^6 
SAINT  John  Zateran,  Home,  8l 
SAINT  Halo,  France,  1 
SA:DIT  Mark's  Cathedral,  Venice,  69 
SAINT  Mary's  Pariah,  East  Finchely,  England, 

103 
SAINT  M^ry  Major  Basilica,  Home,  83 
SAINT  Murtin^s  Basilica,  Iy<^s,  1000th  anniver* 

•wpyt  1955t  15^ 
SAINT  Michael's  College,  l^ronto,  78,  1^ 
SAINT  Michel,  France,  1 
SAINT  Paul's  Outside  the  Vails,  Hom,  84 
SAINT  Peter*s  Basilica,  Home,  description  of, 

60,  75 
SAINT  Pothin  Church,  Xyons,  122 
SAI3IT  PSax^es  Chvirch,  Hoae,  77 
SSVILLB,  Spain,  5 
SHANI«3N  Airport,  Ireland,  101 
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SHEEHAN,  mchMl  IteMahoQ  (192>-    )«  studying 

In  Sigland  and  France »  1955  §  1^5 
SHCX^t  laurenee  Kennedy  (1909-    )%   182 
SISTIHE  Chapel,  Hoset  ^ 
SOHBOilNEt  Barla,  descriptixm  oft  31|  syst«i 

of  exRminatioDa»  39 
SDEPHSII,  Saint,  toada  in  Stm  Mary  Hajor  Basilica, 

&3iae,  83 
STHAWBS2RY  Island,  lake  Siscoe,  mail  address 

is  P.O.  Box  111,  Orillia,  Ontario,  iSl 
STODIM!  Protest,  ^aris,  Decenber  1953$  35 

TANGICT,  9 

TIMHCHS,  Joseph  Jereadah  (1912-1956),  died  in 
Deeraber  1956,  I89 

UTRBCHT,  Holland,  128 

VAH£7,  Thooas  Jaaes  (1898-1955)  •  156 
?LA£I9C£,  France,  to,  k3 
ramCfi,  Italy,  66;  descriptim  of,  67ff 
VERSAILLES,  T^rance,  description  of,  53 
VI£?rN£,  Ardiehe,  159 

VULA  Saint-Patricie,  Scdnt  Alban-sous-Saispson, 
Ard^che,  France,  I36;  description  of,  l38ff 
VmCEPIT,  Saint  (d*304),  56 

VHSimNSTER  Abbey,  Loidon,  104 

VHSLAN,  MLra  Agnes,  Nena^,  Ireland,  110 

W!!£LAN,  Jaa^s,  H«u9i^,  Ireland,  109 

VHELAN  fasily  history,  109 

VHELAN  fafldly,  Nena^,  Ireland,  101 

IDHKEB-priests  in  France,  ^ 

lOUms,  Williaa  John  (1925-    )f  II8,  121;  to 
study  in  Paris,  195^55f  80;  visit  to 
Seme,  Easter  1955$  126,  12? 


